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BASKAN’IN ONSOZU

Orta Dogu bolgesinin siyasal, kiiltiirel, stratejik ve tarihi 6nemi, yirmi birinci yiizyi1lda bolgedeki
uluslararasi glic miicadeleleri ile etnik ve mezhep temelli catismalarin merkezi haline gelmesi
nedeniyle hizla artmistir. Siiregelen catismalar ve bolgedeki giic dengelerinin siirekli
degisiminden dolay1 bélgenin siyasi, sosyal ve ekonomik olarak doniisiim halinde olmasi, siyasal
ve sosyal istikrarin nasil saglanabilecegi sorusunun énemini daha da artirmaktadir. Dolayisiyla
bolgenin potansiyel istikrar1 konusunda dogru analiz yapabilmek i¢in bélgenin siyasal ve sosyal
dinamiklerini anlamak son derece elzemdir. Tiirkiye de 6nemli bir bolgesel aktor olarak Orta
Dogu iilkeleriyle sosyal, kiiltiirel, politik ve bilimsel isbirligini gelistirmek i¢in ciddi bir sorumluluk
tistlenmektedir. Bu amag dogrultusunda, Istanbul Gelisim Universitesi, Orta Dogu alaninda ¢alisan
farkli disiplinlerin temsilcilerini 2014 yilindan bu yana bir araya getirmektedir.

“Orta Dogu’da Siyasal ve Toplumsal Istikrar” konulu VII. Uluslararasi Orta Dogu Sempozyumu,
yukarida belirtilen ama¢ dogrultusunda 10-11 Mayis 2022 tarihlerinde ¢evrimi¢i olarak
gerceklestirilmistir. Etkinlige ABD, Cezayir, Rusya, Polonya, Bulgaristan, Irak, Urdiin, iran,
Azerbaycan, Giircistan, Banglades, Hindistan ve Tiirkiye’den ¢cok sayida arastirmaci katilmistir.
Sempozyum, Tiirk-Arap Ekonomik ve Stratejik Isbirligi Kurumu (TASCA) ortakhigiyla Istanbul
Gelisim Universitesi Siyaset Bilimi ve Uluslararas: Iligkiler Bélimii ve Istanbul Gelisim
Universitesi Siyasal ve Sosyal Arastirmalar Uygulama ve Arastirma Merkezi (IGUSAM) tarafindan
diizenlenmistir. Tiirkce, ingilizce ve Arapca oturumlardan olusan sempozyumda séz konusu
dillerde bildiriler sunulmustur.

Istanbul Gelisim Universitesi Rektérii Prof. Dr. Bahri SAHIN’e, iktisadi Idari ve Sosyal Bilimler
Fakiiltesi Dekani Prof. Dr. Kenan AYDIN’a, Tiirk-Arap Ekonomik ve Stratejik Isbirligi Kurumu
(TASCA) Baskani Dr. Muhammed ADIL’e, Sempozyum Koordinatérii Dog. Dr. Yavuz CILLILER’e,
Siyaset Bilimi ve Uluslararasi iliskiler Boliimii Baskani Prof. Dr. Neziha MUSAOGLU’na ve Istanbul
Gelisim Universitesi Siyasal ve Sosyal Aragtirmalar Uygulama ve Arastirma Merkezi (IGUSAM)’a
tesekkiir ederim. Son olarak, davetimizi geri ¢cevirmeyen ve etkinlige katkida bulunan tiim
akademisyenlere 6zel tesekkiirlerimi sunarim.

Abdiilkadir GAYRETLI
Istanbul Gelisim Universitesi

Miitevelli Heyeti Baskani
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PRESIDENT’S PREFACE

Political, cultural, strategical, and historical importance of the Middle East region have grown
sharply as it has become a central of international power struggles, ethnic and sectarian conflicts
in the twenty-first century. The fact that the region is in the process of political, social and
economic transformation due to the ongoing conflicts and the constant change in the balance of
power in the region, increases the importance of the question of how political and social stability
can be achieved. Therefore, it is essential to understand the political and social dynamics of region
in order to be able to analyze the potential stability of the region correctly. As an important
regional actor, Turkey assumes a serious responsibility to foster social, cultural, political, and
scientific cooperation with the Middle East countries. For this reason, the members of Istanbul
Gelisim University family have been making an effort to bring together representatives of different
disciplines studying on Middle East since 2014.

VII. International Middle East Symposium on “Political and Social Stability in the Middle East” was
held online on May 10-11, 2022 in line with the above-mentioned purpose. Many researchers from
the USA, Algeria, Russia, Poland, Bulgaria, Iraq, Jordan, Iran, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Bangladesh,
India and Turkey participated in the event. The symposium was organized by Istanbul Gelisim
University Department of Political Science and International Relations and Istanbul Gelisim
University Political and Social Researches Application and Research Center (IGUSAM) in
collaboration with the Turkish-Arab Economic and Strategic Cooperation Association (TASCA).
The symposium consisted of Turkish, English, and Arabic sessions and papers in these languages
were presented.

I would like to thank to Prof. Dr. Bahri SAHIN, Rector of Istanbul Gelisim University; Prof. Dr.
Kenan AYDIN, Dean of the Faculty of Economics, Administrative and Social Sciences; Dr.
Muhammed ADIL, President of the Turkish-Arab Economic and Strategic Cooperation Association
(TASCA); Assoc. Prof. Dr. Yavuz CILLILER, Symposium Coordinator; Prof. Dr. Neziha MUSAOGLU,
Head of the Department of Political Science and International Relations; and Istanbul Gelisim
University Political and Social Researches Application and Research Center (IGUSAM). Finally, I
would like to give my special thanks to all academicians who accepted our invitation and
contributed to the event.

Abdulkadir GAYRETLI

Istanbul Gelisim University

Chairman of the Board of Trustees

viii



REKTOR’UN ONSOZU

Arap Bahari olarak adlandirilan ve 2010 yilinda baslayan toplumsal hareketlerden sonra Orta
Dogu’'da ortaya c¢ikan kaotik durum ve yeni dengeler Orta Dogu'yu uluslararasi politika
giindeminin merkezine yerlestirmistir. Orta Dogu boélgesi kiiresel giiclerin de miidahil olmasi ile
birlikte sonu gelmeyen i¢ savaslar, catismalar ve istikrarsizlik ile 6zdeslesen bir cografya haline
gelmistir. Bu dogrultuda, Orta Dogu’da istikrarsizlig1 tetikleyen gilincel gelismelerin tarihsel,
siyasal ve sosyal acilardan ¢ok boyutlu bir bicimde derinlemesine bir analize tabi tutulmasi
gerektigi aciktir.

Bu bakimdan, VII. Uluslararas1 Orta Dogu Sempozyumu, “Orta Dogu’da Siyasal ve Toplumsal
Istikrar” temasiyla 10-11 Mayis 2022 tarihlerinde cevrimici olarak gerceklestirilmistir. Bircok
farkl tilkeden alaninda uzman onlarca bilim insanini bir araya getiren VII. Uluslararasi Orta Dogu
Sempozyumu, Orta Dogu cografyasinin temel dinamiklerinin daha iyi anlasilmasina, gelecekte
bolgede siyasal ve toplumsal istikrarin saglanmasina ve barisin insa edilmesine 6nemli katkilar
saglayacaktir.

Yedi yillik birikimiyle, Orta Dogu boélgesinin politik, ekonomik, toplumsal ve kiiltiirel
dinamiklerindeki doniisiimleri inceleyen ve farkli konu basliklar1 altinda zengin tartismalarin
gerceklestirilmesine 6nciiliik eden Uluslararasi Orta Dogu Sempozyumu’'nun gerceklestirilmesine
katkida bulunan istanbul Gelisim Universitesi Miitevelli Heyeti Bagkani Sayin Abdulkadir
GAYRETLI'ye, Iktisadi, Idari ve Sosyal Bilimler Fakiiltesi Dekani Prof. Dr. Kenan AYDIN’a,
Sempozyum Koordinatérii Dog¢. Dr. Yavuz CILLILER’e, Siyaset Bilimi ve Uluslararas: iliskiler
Boliimii Bagkani Prof. Dr. Neziha MUSAOGLU’na, Tiirk-Arap Ekonomi ve Stratejik Isbirligi Dernegi
(TASCA) Bagkani Dr. Muhammed ADIL’e ve emegi gecen tiim Siyaset Bilimi ve Uluslararasi iliskiler
Boliimii 6gretim tliyeleri ve 68rencilerine tesekkiirlerimi sunuyorum.

Prof. Dr. Bahri SAHIN
Istanbul Gelisim Universitesi Rektorii
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RECTOR’S PREFACE

The chaotic situation and new balances that emerged in the Middle East after the social
movements that started in 2010 and called as the Arab Spring have placed the Middle East at the
center of the international policy agenda. With the involvement of global powers, the Middle East
region has become a geography identified with endless civil wars, conflicts and instability. In this
respect, it is clear that the current developments that trigger instability in the Middle East should
be analyzed in a multidimensional way from historical, political and social perspectives.

In this regard, VII. The International Middle East Symposium was held online on 10-11 May 2022
with the theme of "Political and Social Stability in the Middle East". Bringing together dozens of
experts from many different countries, VII. The International Middle East Symposium will
contribute to a better understanding of the basic dynamics of the Middle East geography, to ensure
political and social stability in the region, and to build peace in the future.

With its seven years of experience, International Middle East Symposium examines the
transformations in the political, economic, social and cultural dynamics of the Middle East region
and leads to productive discussions along with several different issues. For this reason, I would
like to thank to Abdulkadir GAYRETLI, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Istanbul Gelisim
University; Prof. Dr. Kenan AYDIN, Dean of the Faculty of Economics, Administrative and Social
Sciences; Assoc. Prof. Dr. Yavuz CILLILER, Symposium Academic Coordinator; Prof. Dr. Neziha
MUSAOGLU, Head of the Department of Political Science and International Relations; Dr.
Muhammed ADIL, President of Turkish-Arab Economic and Strategic Cooperation Association
(TASCA); and all faculty members and students of the Department of Political Science and
International Relations for their efforts.

Prof. Dr. Bahri SAHIN
Rector of Istanbul Gelisim University



DEKAN’IN ONSOZU

Diinyanin en kadim medeniyetlerinin merkezi olan Orta Dogu, sahip oldugu stratejik ve ticari
o6nemi ile biiytik glicler icin bir ilgi alani olagelmistir. Diger yandan, Orta Dogu’nun sahip oldugu
stratejik onem bu kadim cografyanin bir glic miicadelesi sahasina déniismesine de yol agmstir.
Bolgenin geleceginde soz sahibi olmak isteyen kiiresel gliclerin ulusal ¢ikar odakl
miidahalelerinin de etkisiyle bodlgede sinir anlasmazliklari, isyanlar, dogal kaynaklarin
paylasilmasi, kitlesel niifus hareketlilikleri, etnik ve mezhepsel siyasal liderlik miicadeleleri ve
terorizm gibi bircok unsuru bilinyesinde barindiran bir kronik istikrarsizlik ortaya ¢ikmistir. Bu
dogrultuda glintimiizde Orta Dogu bolgesinin sorunlarina yonelik yeni yaklasimlar ve kapsamli
analizlere tarihte hic olmadigi kadar ihtiya¢c duyulmaktadir.

Bu bakimdan, Istanbul Gelisim Universitesi Siyaset Bilimi ve Uluslararasi Iliskiler B6liimii’niin
Istanbul Gelisim Universitesi Siyasal ve Sosyal Arastirmalar Uygulama ve Arastirma Merkezi
(IGUSAM) ve Tiirk-Arap Ekonomik ve Stratejik Isbirligi Kurumu (TASCA) isbirligi ile bu y1l “Orta
Dogu’da Siyasal ve Toplumsal Istikrar” temasiyla yedincisini diizenledigi VII. Uluslararas: Orta
Dogu Sempozyumu, Orta Dogu bélgesinin dinamiklerini daha iyi anlamak ve mevcut sorunlara
¢ozim Uretmek amaci ile farkl tilkelerden ¢ok sayida bilim insani, uzman ve arastirmaciy1 10-11
Mayis 2022 tarihlerinde bir araya getirmistir. Bu sempozyumun gerceklestirilmesine olanak
saglayan Istanbul Gelisim Universitesi Miitevelli Heyeti Baskan1 Sayin Abdulkadir GAYRETLI’ye,
Istanbul Gelisim Universitesi Rektérii Prof. Dr. Sayin Bahri SAHIN’e, Sempozyum Akademik
Koordinatérii Dog. Dr. Yavuz CILLILER’e, Siyaset Bilimi ve Uluslararasi lligkiler Béliimii Bagkani
Prof. Dr. Neziha MUSAOGLU’na ve sempozyumda emegi gecen tiim Siyaset Bilimi ve Uluslararasi
lliskiler Béliimii 6gretim iiyelerine tesekkiirlerimi sunuyorum.

Prof. Dr. Kenan AYDIN
Istanbul Gelisim Universitesi
Iktisadi Idari ve Sosyal Bilimler Fakiiltesi Dekani
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DEAN’S PREFACE

The Middle East, the center of the world's most ancient civilizations, has been an area of interest
for great powers with its strategic and commercial importance. On the other hand, the strategic
importance of the Middle East has also led to the transformation of this ancient geography into a
field of power struggle. With the effect of national interest-oriented interventions of global powers
who want to have a say in the future of the region, a chronic instability has emerged in the region,
which includes many elements such as border disputes, rebellions, sharing of natural resources,
mass population movements, ethnic and sectarian political leadership struggles and terrorism. In
this direction, new approaches and comprehensive analyzes to the problems of the Middle East
region are needed today more than ever before in history.

In this regard, VII. International Middle East Symposium with the theme of “Political and Social
Stability in the Middle East”, organized by Istanbul Gelisim University Department of Political
Science and International Relations in cooperation with Istanbul Gelisim University Political and
Social Researches Application and Research Center (IGUSAM) and Turkish-Arab Economic and
Strategic Cooperation Association (TASCA), brought together many scientists, experts and
researchers from different countries on May 10-11, 2022, with the aim of understanding the
dynamics of the Middle East region and finding solutions to current problems. I would like to
thank to Abdulkadir GAYRETLI, the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Istanbul Gelisim
University; Prof. Dr. Bahri SAHIN, Rector of Istanbul Gelisim University; Assoc. Prof. Dr. Yavuz
CILLILER, Symposium Academic Coordinator; Prof. Dr. Neziha MUSAOGLU, Head of the
Department of Political Science and International Relations; and all the faculty members of the
Department of the Political Science and International Relations who contributed to the
organization of this symposium.

Prof. Dr. Kenan AYDIN

Istanbul Gelisim University

Dean of the Faculty of Economics, Administrative and Social Sciences
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AKADEMIK KOORDINATOR'UN ONSOZU

Orta Dogu bélgesinin siyasal, ekonomik ve sosyal dinamizmi, bolgesel arastirmalara biiyiik 6nem
veren Istanbul Gelisim Universitesi'ni, her y1l Orta Dogu sorunlarinin akademik diizeyde mercek
altina alindigi bir sempozyum diizenlemeye tesvik etmistir. Bu yil yedincisi diizenlenen
“Uluslararast Orta Dogu Sempozyumu”’nun temas:t “Orta Dogu’da Siyasal ve Toplumsal
Istikrar”dr.

VII. Uluslararasi Orta Dogu Sempozyumu ¢evrimici olarak 10-11 Mayis 2022 tarihlerinde
gerceklestirilmistir. Sempozyum, Tiirk-Arap Ekonomik ve Stratejik Isbirligi Kurumu (TASCA)
ortakligiyla istanbul Gelisim Universitesi Siyasal ve Sosyal Arastirmalar Uygulama ve Aragtirma
Merkezi (IGUSAM) ve Siyaset Bilimi ve Uluslararasi iliskiler Béliimii tarafindan diizenlenmistir.
Sempozyumda Tiirkiye, ABD, Cezayir, Rusya, Polonya, Bulgaristan, Irak, Urdiin, iran, Azerbaycan,
Giircistan, Banglades ve Hindistan’dan gelen arastirmacilar Tiirkge, Ingilizce ve Arapga dillerinde
bildirilerini sunmuslardir.

Istanbul Gelisim Universitesi Miitevelli Heyeti Baskan1 Abdulkadir GAYRETLI'ye, Istanbul Geligim
Universitesi Rektorii Prof. Dr. Bahri SAHIN’e, Iktisadi, Idari ve Sosyal Bilimler Fakiiltesi Dekani
Prof. Dr. Kenan AYDIN’a; Tiirk-Arap Ekonomik ve Stratejik Isbirligi Kurumu (TASCA) Baskani Dr.
Muhammed ADiL’e; Siyaset Bilimi ve Uluslararas: iliskiler Béliimii'ne; Istanbul Gelisim
Universitesi Siyasal ve Sosyal Arastirmalar Uygulama ve Arastirma Merkezi'ne (IGUSAM) ve
etkinlige katkida bulunan tiim akademik personele siikranlarimi sunarim. Ayrica, degerli
katkilarindan dolay: tiim katilimcilara tesekkiir ederim.

Dog. Dr. Yavuz CiLLILER

VII. Uluslararasi Orta Dogu Sempozyumu Akademik Koordinatorii
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ACADEMIC COORDINATOR’S PREFACE

The Middle Eastern region’s political, economic, and social dynamism encourages Istanbul Gelisim
University, driven by the importance it attaches to regional studies, to organize symposiums each
year where different problems related to the Middle East are debated from an academic
perspective. The theme of the 7th International Symposium of the Middle East is “Political and
Social Stability in the Middle East”.

The VII. International Middle East Symposium was held online on May 10-11th 2022. Symposium
was organized by the Department of the Political Science and International Relations and Istanbul
Gelisim University Political and Social Researches Application and Research Center (IGUSAM) in
partnership with the Turkish-Arab Economic and Strategic Cooperation Association (TASCA). In
this syposium, researchers from such as Turkey, the USA, Algeria, Russia, Poland, Bulgaria, Iragq,
Jordan, Iran, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Bangladesh, and India participated and presented their papers
in Turkish, English and Arabic languages.

I would like to express my special gratitude to Abdulkadir GAYRETLI, Chairman of the Board of
Trustees of Istanbul Gelisim University; Prof. Dr. Bahri SAHIN, Rector of Istanbul Gelisim
University; Prof. Dr. Kenan AYDIN, Dean of the Faculty of Economics, Administrative and Social
Sciences; Dr. Muhammed ADIL, President of the Turkish-Arab Economic and Strategic
Cooperation Association (TASCA); Department of Political Science and International Relations;
Istanbul Gelisim University Political and Social Researches Application and Research Center
(IGUSAM); and to all academic staff that contributed to the event. Additionally, I would like to
thank all participants for their valuable contributions.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Yavuz CILLILER

The Academic Coordinator of VII. International Middle East Symposium
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER'S PREFACE

Palestinian Liberation and Imperialism in West Asia

Ibrahim G. AOUDE"

The main thesis of my talk is that the current Palestinian struggle for liberation leads the fight
against imperialism in West Asia. Any discussion about Palestine must situate the struggle in its
global context. West Asia (and North Africa) has been a region in which rivalry and animosity
among regional and global state and non-state actors have accelerated since the beginning of the
21st century. The US, in collaboration with NATO, has sought to dominate the region, beginning
with the demise of the USSR in 1990, but increasingly so since 2000. A critical point is the organic
relationship between the US and the Zionist settler-colonial entity in Palestine, which was created
to keep the Arab world and West Asia, in general, within the Western imperialist fold.

Multiple wars, uprisings and instability have transpired that can best be explained in the context
of global capitalism dominated by the US as a singular player leading a pliable Europe and more
often than not succeeding in arranging the political map of the world in its own image.

Challenges to a unilateral globalizing world soon followed complicating the international scene
militarily, politically, and economically. A consequence of this development has been an
increasingly unstable international situation. This confluence of events compelled state and non-
state actors to tread gingerly and balance their moves, especially in West Asia, so as not to come
into direct conflict with US hegemony.

In this milieu, the Zionist Settler-colonial entity in Palestine continues to oppress the Palestinian
people manifesting itself in the acceleration of ethnic cleansing and land confiscation. While the
Palestinian liberation movement had benefited from the relationship with the regional front
against US global hegemony, considerations and calculations of this front often compelled it to
readjust its tactical (and sometimes strategic) considerations to maintain the global alliance
opposing US hegemony. Taking advantage of this reality the settler-colonial entity in Palestine
continues to increase the pressure on the Palestinians in an attempt to degrade the capabilities of
the resistance front.

In May 2021 the Palestinian resistance forced the settler-colonial entity to temporarily retreat
from effecting its machinations in Palestine. In May 2022 Palestinian liberation, building on the
successes of its confrontation with the existential enemy, has thwarted imperialist, Zionist, and
reactionary Arab calculations to defeat Palestinian liberation. Multiple recent examples
demonstrate this point. Currently, facts on the ground show that Palestinian liberation has
prevented regional compromise and capitulation to Western imperialism by some state actors.
Opposing US imperial strategy is the sine qua non for a dynamic confrontation by the axis of
resistance in West Asia to defeat US regional hegemony.
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Legitimacy, Repression, and Co-optation as the Factors Stabilizing the Iranian
Political Regime

Joanna RAK", Przemystaw OSIEWICZ™

Abstract

Iran has a stable and consolidated authoritarian regime, which inspired the research questions about
the sources and longevity of the stability. They are essential to understand the dynamics of the Iranian
political system and formulate possible scenarios for its development. We conduct a case study embedded
in Johannes Gerschewski’s theory of political regime stability to address these research questions.
According to Gerschewski, legitimacy, repression, and co-optation can thwart the threat of political system
breakdown, which could result from three sources: from the ordinary citizens whose non-compliance
usually takes the form of protest, popular uprisings, and rebellions; from oppositional actors that inspire
and organize resistance; and from intra-elite splits in which strategically significant elites deviate from the
ruling’s course. The study covers the period from the Islamic revolution and fall of the Pahlavi dynasty in
1979 to the outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic in 2020, which is considered the factor that influenced
the dynamics of contemporary political regimes. The main argument is that legitimacy, repression, and co-
optation were the significant factors stabilizing the Iranian political regime. The ruling elites used them
consistently to claim the right to rule and maintain the power competencies at a constant level. The main
source of legitimizing power in contemporary Iran is the Shiite doctrine, based on which the Supreme
Leader was assigned the highest position in the system. Although citizens could participate in presidential
and parliamentary elections, the constitutional system includes a number of safeguards that can be used by
the Supreme Leader both at the stage of selecting candidates and after elections. Thus, the possibility of any
anti-system group taking over power is impossible under constitutional law. At the same time, considering
the long tradition of social protests in Iran, the law enforcement agencies constantly monitor the situation
and public mood. Despite this, there were periodic mass anti-government riots, such as in 1999, 2009, and
2018. However, it should be noted that even these protests were not anti-systemic in nature and were led
by politicians who either contributed to the creation of the theocratic system or played a significant role in
it. An example of such a person is Mir Hossein Mousavi. It is also indicative of elite cohesion.

Keywords: Political regime, Autocracy, Authoritarianism, Stability, Iran, Legitimacy, Repression, Co-
optation.

Introduction

Iran has a stable and consolidated authoritarian regime, which inspired the research
problem about the sources and longevity of the stability (Abdolmohammadi & Cama, 2015). These
aspects of stability are essential to understanding the dynamics of the Iranian political system and
formulating possible scenarios for its development. Falling into the current body of scholarship
(Nia & Rezaei, 2021; Brownlee, 2007; Hen-Tov, 2007), this article aims to account for the
endurance of contemporary Iranian autocracy. It presents an empirical study embedded in
Johannes Gerschewski’s theory of political regime stability (Gerschewski, 2013) to make sense
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theoretically of the stabilization processes and address the following two research questions: How
is the Iranian authoritarian system stabilized? How is the stability reinforced over time?

The main argument is that legitimacy, repression, and co-optation were the significant
factors stabilizing the Iranian political regime from 1979 to 2020, i.e., from the Islamic revolution
and fall of the Pahlavi dynasty (Kamrava, 2016) to the outbreak of the pandemic considered the
critical juncture in the dynamics of contemporary political regimes (Greer et al., 2020). The ruling
elites used them consistently to claim the right to rule and maintain the power competencies at a
constant level. The primary source of legitimizing power in contemporary Iran is the Shiite
doctrine, based on which the Supreme Leader was assigned the highest position in the system.
Although citizens could participate in presidential and parliamentary elections, the constitutional
system includes a number of safeguards that can be used by the Supreme Leader both at the stage
of selecting candidates and after elections. Thus, the possibility of any anti-system group taking
over power is impossible under constitutional law. At the same time, considering the long
tradition of social protests in Iran, the law enforcement agencies constantly monitor the situation
and public mood. Despite this, there were periodic mass anti-government riots, such as in 1999,
2009, and 2018. However, it should be noted that even these protests were not anti-systemic in
nature and were led by politicians who either contributed to the creation of the theocratic system
or played a significant role in it. An example of such a person is Mir Hossein Mousavi (Afkhami,
2017). Itis also indicative of elite cohesion development.

The remainder of the article consists of four parts. By drawing upon a critical literature
review, the first one discusses the exploratory and explanatory models of autocratic political
regimes’ stability. It offers a theoretical grounding for methodological assumptions presented in
the second part. The methodological framework includes the outline of a research field. The latter
contains theory-driven pillars of a political regime’s stability in a strictly determined period.
Additionally, it puts methods, techniques, and theoretical tools forwards. The third part
introduces research findings that are organized so as to account for the dynamics of legitimacy,
repression, and co-optation in Iran and the relationships between these factors. The paper
finishes with conclusions, a discussion regarding the development of the Iranian political regime,
and avenues for future studies on its dynamics.

Conceptual and Theoretical Framework

Gerschewski establishes a theoretical framework for analysing stable autocratic regimes
and their stabilizing and destabilizing processes. However, it may also be applied to study
democratic systems. It draws on the assumption that regardless of a subtype, all autocracies have
the three pillars of stability: legitimacy, repression, and co-optation, which are not from the
beginning but develop over time (Gerschewski, 2013, p. 14). Gerschewski argues that the
reinforcement of autocracy takes place within and between the pillars. It takes the following
forms: (1) an exogenous reinforcement triggered by the available power and material resources
of the ruling system, (2) an endogenous self-reinforcement propelling path-dependency, and (3)
a reciprocal reinforcement that conduces to a complementarity advantage between the three
pillars (Gerschewski, 2013, p. 14).

Engaging in the Weberian tradition of “legitimacy belief” (Weber, 2019, pp. 37-47),
Gerschewski defines legitimacy as gaining support to “guarantee active consent, compliance with
the rules, passive obedience, or mere toleration within the population” (Gerschewski, 2013, p. 18).
In democracies, legitimacy is measured through surveys that allow researchers to discover social



attitudes towards rulers (Gerschewski, 2013, p. 18). Nevertheless, reliable data are not available
for autocratic regimes. Some researchers argue that the number and intensity of protests are
indicative of societal discontent (Gilley, 2006). Accordingly, the higher the number of protests and
the more intense they are, the lower the level of a regime’s legitimacy (Gerschewski, 2013, p. 20).
However, the lack of protests may result not from the high level of legitimacy of rulers but from
the lack of resources available to organize protests, the lack of civil society, or harsh repressions
preventing acts of political contestation from entering the public sphere (Barcel6 et al., 2020).
These limitations are especially important when analyzing the Iranian political system (Keramat
& Alipour, 2020).

Gerschewski argues that the ruling elite “must also keep its ideological promises in
autocratic settings, a perceived gap between the promises and the social reality erodes the
legitimacy basis for the autocratic elite” (Gerschewski, 2013, p. 21). Therefore, researchers focus
on claims to the right to rule, called legitimacy claims (Tannenberg et al,, 2021, p. 77) or strategies
used to seek legitimacy (Von Soest & Grauvogel, 2017, p. 288). They can take the form of
instrumental manipulations to maintain political power or genuinely internalized beliefs among
rulers. As such, they are strategically essential means of expressing convictions about rulers’
perceived entitlement to rule (Von Soest & Grauvogel, 2017, p. 288). The measurement of
legitimacy claims is through the content and thematic analysis of claims which have critical
political consequences since they concern elite cohesion, regime popularity, and opposition
activity (Von Soest & Grauvogel, 2017, p. 288).

When the status quo is challenged, rulers use repression to counter or eliminate the
behavioral threat (Davenport, 2007, p. 7). Nevertheless, repressive action alone does not provide
a sufficient explanation for the stability of autocracies due to its costliness. Its primary task is to
channel public demands regarding the political system so that those demands do not jeopardize
the system (Gerschewski, 2013, p. 21). Repression is “the actual or threatened use of physical
sanctions against an individual or organization, within the territorial jurisdiction of the state, for
the purpose of imposing a cost on the target as well as deterring specific activities and/or beliefs
perceived to be challenging to government personnel, practices or institutions” (Davenport, 2007,

p. 2).

The adopted definition of repression covers the social control of public protest by police
(Earl, Soule, & McCarthy, 2003, p. 582). Still, it assumes that protest policing is only one aspect of
state repression. In Christian Davenport’s approach, repression involves using state power that
infringes First Amendment-type rights, i.e., due process in the enforcement and adjudication of
law, personal integrity, and security. Davenport differentiates between (1) freedom of speech, the
press, assembly, and travel, (2) freedom of association and belief, (3) freedom to boycott,
peacefully picket, or strike (Davenport, 2007, p. 2). These political rights are exercised without
governmental reprisal, obloquy, investigation, and suffering criminal and civil penalties if the
exercise complies with the binding law (Davenport, 2007, p. 2). Davenport includes in due process
violations those infringements of commonly approved standards of police, judicial, and
administrative action that are aimed at the political beliefs of the repressed. Personal integrity
and security rights transgressions are tortures and similar physical abuse, disappearances,
unlawful political imprisonment, extrajudicial execution, and mass killing (Davenport, 2007, p. 2).

To operationalize repression, Gerschewski introduces two criteria for differentiating
between high- and low-intensity repression, which are the targeted people or institutions and the
form of violence (Gerschewski, 2013, p. 21). High-intensity repression is visible acts aimed at
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important public figures, large groups of people, or major oppositional organizations. The means
of repression are the use of escalated force to police mass demonstrations, violent campaigns
against political parties and movements, and the attempted imprisonment and assassination of
opposition leaders. Low-intensity repression is less visible and targeted at individuals and groups
of minor importance. It rests upon the employment of formal and informal surveillance apparatus,
low-intensity physical harassment and threat, and non-physical forms, including the refusal of job
and education opportunities, the limitation of political rights (Gerschewski, 2013, p. 21).

Dissent can also be curbed through elite co-optation, usually the co-optation of oppositional
party elites (Dollbaum, 2017). Gerschewski defines this last pillar of stability, i.e., co-optation, “as
the capacity to tie strategically-relevant actors (or a group of actors) to the regime elite rights”
(Gerschewski, 2013, p. 22). It is a steering capacity performed to maintain the balance between
actors constituting the ruling elite. Its exertion means that no actor from the ruling elite (e.g.,
military or business elites) exercises their power to obstruct its actions. Instead, they make use of
resources according to rulers’ expectations. These processes take place on the intra-elite level
(Gerschewski, 2013, p. 22).

According to Gerschewski, legitimacy, repression, and co-optation can thwart the threat of
political system breakdown, which could result from three sources: from the ordinary citizens
whose non-compliance usually takes the form of protest, popular uprisings, and rebellions; from
oppositional actors that inspire and organize resistance; and from intra-elite splits in which
strategically significant elites deviate from the ruling’s course (Gerschewski, 2013, p. 22; see also:
Bove & Rivera, 2015, p. 456).

Methods and Data

In order to address the research questions of how the Iranian authoritarian system is
stabilized and how the stability is reinforced over time, the case study is theoretically embedded
in Gerschewski’s framework discussed above. It adopts a dynamic perspective, which bolsters
within-case comparisons to look at the stabilization processes over time. It covers the period from
the Islamic revolution and fall of the Pahlavi dynasty in 1979 (Kamrava, 2016) to the outbreak of
the coronavirus pandemic in 2020 (Schwartz & G6lz, 2020), which is considered the factor that
influenced the dynamics of contemporary political regimes (Greer et al., 2020).

The case study draws upon a labor-consuming analysis of secondary sources on legitimacy,
repression, and co-optation in Iran. They include edited works, books, and articles that interpret
or review research works, data, political analyses, and commentaries concerning the pillars of
Iranian stability, written since 1979 by experts in the field. Importantly, they were all issued
outside of Iran, which is not without significance in the context of being able to express opinions
on the current political system freely. It is difficult to imagine a situation in which the rulers of the
Islamic Republic of Iran would allow the publication of texts on repression or anti-government
protests in their country. Many of the authors of the texts quoted are Iranians who have access to
materials and information in Persian and have an excellent knowledge of the local political culture.
Although they are not as valuable as primary sources, their triangulation minimizes the bias that
is inherent in analyzing undemocratic regimes.



Findings and Arguments
Legitimacy

Since 1979 the consecutive Iranian governments have tried to promote their own concept
of a state, namely an Islamic democracy based on Shiite principles which derive mainly from
Twelver - the most prominent branch of Shia Islam. These principles determine both the structure
and functioning of the Iranian political system. The line between religion and politics is very fine.
For this reason, there are many mystical, symbolic, or even supernatural elements both in internal
and external affairs. Many scholars have analysed this phenomenon, for instance, Ali Rahnema
(Rahnema, 2011).

Khomeinism is a doctrine within the Shia ideology that provides semantic structures to
make claims to the right to rule (Osiewicz, 2020). The main sources of Khomeinism are political
thought and the legacy of Grand Ayatollah and the first Supreme Leader Ruhollah Khomeini.
Barbara Ann Rieffer-Flanagan underlines the fact that “the idea of a supreme leader developed by
Khomeini was influenced by the Platonic notion of the philosopher-king who ensures justice
within the Republic. For Khomeini, a virtuous individual could lead the community if he had the
proper knowledge of religious truth and justice” (Riffer-Flanagan, 2013, p. 46). In the case of the
Islamic Republic, the Grand Ayatollah believed that a person having the highest Islamic
credentials could successfully lead not only the Shia community but the whole supranational
Muslim community - Ummah. The wielding of power by a grand ayatollah was to safeguard
integrity as well as the dominance of religious law. Ultimately, his rule should pave the way for
the Hidden Imam (Hoveyda, 2003, pp. 75-76).

For this reason, one of the critical elements of Khomeini's vision of a socio-political system
was guardianship of the jurist - velayat-e faqih. This idea found its exemplification in the Iranian
institution of the supreme leader. The main task of the leading Islamic jurist is to provide the
people with political guardianship. In general, the supreme leader is to oversee all processes and
decisions related to both internal and external policies. He has the final say in foreign policy
matters, even if the international community associates such decisions with presidents rather
than the supreme leader. The process of accumulation of executive powers in the hands of the
supreme leader is noticeable, especially under the current leadership of Ali Khamenei (Abdo,
2013).

Khomeini’s concept of the supreme leader, velayat-e faqih, is based on Shia principles
especially immamism. Shia Muslims believe that the Hidden Imam will reveal himself and take
control over the world. Until then, society should be ruled by a leading Islamic jurist, namely faqih.
The supreme leader, rahbar, needs the confidence of the citizens and shall be of good repute. In
this case, Khomeini underlined the importance of his social orientation as well as selflessness.
These factors were to distinguish the supreme leader from monarchs or presidents. Leaders of
the Islamic Republic of Iran concern themselves with the conundrum of moral imperatives and
pragmatic necessity. On this basis, they justify their right to rule in Iran.

Repression

The Islamic Republic of Iran’s political system was shaped in the first years after the 1979
revolution. It was a turbulent period with factional rivalries, political chaos, and terrorist attacks.
The use of force against protesters and, in general, the state repression of those who criticize the
regime is a permanent feature of the Iranian political system.



An important factor related to Iranian politics is martyrdom, which also derives from the
Shia ideology (Dorraj, 1997). Most Iranians believe that to be true believers, they should have an
unsurpassed capacity for suffering and endurance. Such an attitude toward life can be applied to
politics. For instance, Shiites should oppose any tyrant and be ready to defend the core values of
their faith. Ruhollah Khomeini used this principle during the 1979 revolution. This concept also
proved useful during the Iran-Iraq war in the 1980s.

This approach strengthens the culture of protest in Iran. In Iran’s modern history, there
have been numerous violent, mass outbursts by society against the decisions or actions of the
state’s executive bodies. These experiences, and especially the success of the 1979 revolution,
which was largely driven by mass protests against the rule of the Shah, prompted the leaders of
the Islamic Republic of Iran to introduce numerous restrictions on freedom of assembly as well as
to repress those who question the existing theocratic system. For example, in recent years,
political protests in 2009 and economic protests in 2019 have been brutally suppressed (Shahi &
Abdoh-Tabrizi, 2020). In 2021, protests began over the lack of water in Khuzestan province, but
the brutal reaction from law enforcement forces turned them into political protests.

At the same time, it should be emphasized that even in the case of mass protests after the
presidential election in 2009, their participants raised the need to repeat the elections and did not
undermine the foundations of the functioning of the political system (Kamalipour, 2010). The
latter remained stable during the period under analysis.

Regardless of the relative socio-economic deprivation level among Iranians, the scale of
repression used over many years has led to a situation in which citizens feel threatened and
seriously fear coming up with political or economic demands, as such actions are always classified
by rulers and law enforcement as anti-systemic and inspired by internal or external enemies.

Co-optation

In Iran, the phenomenon of co-optation is not evident due to the lack of legally functioning
opposition groups (Ram, 1992). One can only talk about tensions and rivalry between individual
factions within the ruling elite (Mohajer & Vahabi, 2011). Some are more progressive, while others
are conservative and oppose any significant socio-political changes (Mansourian, 2007). In order
to hold any exposed political position in a country, one has to adapt to the expectations of the
faction that has a decisive influence on the executive power at a given moment, for example, by
filling the office of the president.

The key state body with regard to co-optation is the Council of the Guardians of the
Constitution (Shora-ye Negaban-e Qanun-e Assassi), which consists of twelve lawyers. Six of them,
eminent experts in Muslim law, are nominated by the Supreme Leader, while the remaining six,
specialists in other areas of law, are elected by the parliament. The tasks of the Council of
Guardians include, among other things, evaluating candidates who are to hold various public
positions. Critics of the system point out that the Council acts as a filter that allows only people
loyal to the Supreme Leader to participate in politics (Sadjadpour, 2011, p. 11). However, it should
be emphasized that such a statement is not always confirmed in political practice, as evidenced
by, among other things, the election of Khatami as president of Iran or the list of presidential
candidates in the 2009 elections.



Conclusion

To sum up, the study shows that legitimacy, repression, and co-optation were the significant
factors stabilizing the Iranian political regime. The stability was reinforced by perpetuating their
essential features over time. The ruling used them consistently to claim the right to rule and
maintain the power competencies at a constant level. In the whole period under analysis, the
major source of legitimizing power was the Shiite doctrine. Ideology- and religion-driven claims
to the right to rule assigned the Supreme Leader the highest position in the system. Even though
Iranian citizens can participate in presidential and parliamentary elections, the constitutional
system includes a number of safeguards that can be used by the Supreme Leader both at the stage
of selecting candidates and after elections. Thus, the possibility of any anti-system group taking
over power is impossible under constitutional law.

State repression constantly infringes the enforcement and adjudication of law, personal
integrity, and security in Iran. At the same time, taking into consideration the long tradition of
social protests in this country, the law enforcement agencies are constantly monitoring the
situation and public mood. Despite this, there were periodic mass anti-government riots, such as
in 1999, 2009, and 2018. However, it should be noted that even these protests were not anti-
systemic in nature and were led by politicians who either contributed to the creation of the
theocratic system or played a significant role in it.

The pillars of the Iranian political regime testify to its stability. The ruling elite consistently
upholds it. In this analysis, no factors have been identified that would suggest that the situation
will change. In terms of legitimacy, repression and co-optation, there are no loopholes that could
be exploited to weaken the Iranian political system. However, researchers should monitor the
situation to be able to forecast possible changes in the future.
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The Coverage of the Arab-Israeli Conflict in Western Media

Begiim BURAK"

Abstract

The media coverage of certain international conflicts like that of Arab-Israeli conflict may
intentionally or unintentionally be distorted and biased due to the journalists’ ideology, national affiliation,
or their attachment to anti-Semitism or anti-Arabism. Professor Richard Falk who worked as United Nations
special rapporteur on Palestinian human rights in an interview stated that the journalists who report the
conflict factually are accused of bias, whereas pro-Israel bias is perceived as a mainstream media coverage.
Following Falk’s statement, it can be said that the representation of Arab-Israeli conflict in Western media
has never been far from partisan reporting and biased coverage. The selection of certain words and the use
of loaded language display this biased coverage in Western media. The terms like “disputed territories”
versus “occupied territories” reflect the different positions on the legal status of Gaza Strip and West Bank.
This difference is also obvious in the usage of the terms such as “terrorist” versus “freedom fighter”.
According to John Mearsheimer and Stephen Walt (2007) the American media covers the Arab-Israeli
conflict strongly biased in Israel's favor. Following Mearsheimer and Waltz, this study argues that the
“terminology bias” is a major feature of Western media’s coverage of the conflict. Based on this argument,
this study aims to examine the coverage of the Arab- Israeli conflict in two newspapers—the New York
Times, the Guardian - through content analysis methodology. The loaded language in Western media often
demonizes Arabs in several news stories.

Keywords: Arab- Israeli Conflict, Content Analysis, Loaded Language, Media Discourse, Media Bias.

Introduction

Media discourse plays a key role in both reproducing and challenging the status quo and
dominant ideology. It can be said that media shapes politics to some degree depending on the
structure of media ownership and the state of media freedom. In this study the media
representations of a critical international dispute namely the Arab-Israel conflict will be analyzed
from a critical discourse perspective developed by Dutch academic T. Van Dijk.

One of the main arguments of this study notes that media discourse not only affects
domestic politics of a state but it also affects global affairs and world politics to some degree.
Following this argument, this study will first draw a historical picture of Arab-Israeli conflict.
Secondly, the media and politics relationship will be covered as theoretical framework of the
study. In this section, ideology and the key terms of “loaded language” and “media bias” will be
addressed as well. Thirdly, content analysis methodology will be mentioned as the methodological
tool applied in this study besides explaining the selection of data under analysis. Later, the
selected newspapers namely the New York Times and the Guardian will be briefly introduced.
Finally, the content analysis of the selected articles will be provided and a discussion will be
presented about the role of Western media in Arab-Israeli conflict.
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ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0071-7330
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Professor Richard Falk who worked as United Nations special rapporteur on Palestinian
human rights in an interview (Jacobin Mag., 2019) stated that the journalists who report the
conflict factually are accused of bias, whereas pro-Israel bias is perceived as the mainstream
media coverage. Following Falk’s statement, it can be said that the representation of Arab-Israeli
conflict in Western media has never been far from partisan reporting and biased coverage. The
selection of certain words and the use of loaded language display this biased coverage in Western
media discourses. The terms like “disputed territories” versus “occupied territories” reflect the
different positions on the legal status of Gaza Strip and West Bank. This difference is also obvious
in the usage of the terms such as “terrorist” versus “freedom fighter”. It can be argued that, the
media coverage of some international conflicts like that of Arab-Israeli conflict may intentionally
or unintentionally be biased due to the journalists’ ideology, national affiliation, or their
attachment to anti-Semitism or anti-Arabism as a worldview.

The Historical Background of Arab-Israeli Conflict

The Arab-Israeli conflict can be defined as the sum of political tensions, military conflicts,
and other disputes between Arab countries and Israel which escalated during the 20th century.
There are multiple reasons lying behind the conflict. The religious aspect refers to the beliefs of
the various sides and their ideas of the chosen people in their policies with regard to the
“Promised Land” (Beker, 2008). Other roots of the Arab-Israeli conflict lie in the rise of Zionism
and the ideology of Arab nationalism that arose in response to Zionism towards the end of the
19th century.

The conflict between Arabs and Israelis involves a series of military tensions
between Israeli forces and various Arab forces, most notably in 1948-49, 1956, 1967, 1973, 1982,
and 2006 and 2008. The first phase of Arab-Israeli conflict dates back to years between 1948-
1949. In 1947 the United Nations voted to partition the British mandate of Palestine into a Jewish
state and an Arab state. Clashes broke out almost immediately between Jews and Arabs in
Palestine. On 14 May 1948, the day on which the British Mandate over Palestine expired, the
Jewish People's Council gathered at the Tel Aviv Museum and approved a proclamation that
declared the establishment of the State of Israel (Smith, 2006).

The second stage of Arab-Israeli conflict is known as the Suez Crisis also known as the
Second Arab-Israeli war. In 1956, the invasion of Egypt by Israel was followed by the United
Kingdom and France. Their aims were to regain control of the Suez Canal and to remove Egyptian
president Gamal Abdel Nasser, who had just nationalized the Suez Canal Company, which
administered the canal (Gorman, 2003: 174-76).

The third stage of the conflict was witnessed in 1967 and this clash is known as the Six Day
War. Arab and Israeli forces clashed for the third time and the Israelis were left in sole control of
Jerusalem (Meital, 2000). Another critical tension while focusing on Arab-Israeli conflict is the
Yom Kippur War. On October 6, the Jewish holy day of Yom Kippur Israel was caught off guard by
Egyptian forces crossing the Suez Canal and by Syrian forces crossing into the Golan Heights. A
disengagement agreement between Israel and Egypt was signed on January 18, 1974. Then a UN
peacekeeping force was established between the two armies. This agreement was supplemented
by another, signed on September 4, 1975 (Smith, 2006: 329).

Another significant tension which is important in shaping Arab-Israeli conflict is the
Lebanon War. The Lebanon War is known as the longest and most controversial war between the
Arab and Israeli forces. In the mid-1970s, the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) broadened
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its presence in Lebanon, establishing military training centers. In 1983, Israel signed an
agreement with Lebanon terminating the state of war between the neighbors. In 1985, Hezbollah,
called for armed struggle to end the Israeli occupation of Lebanese territory. Combat with
Hezbollah weakened Israeli resolve and an Israeli withdrawal in 2000 designated border (BBC,
May 26, 2000). Another critical tension happened in 2006 that is known as the Second Lebanon
War. In July 2006 Hezbollah launched an operation against Israel to pressure the country into
releasing Lebanese prisoners. Israel launched an offensive into southern Lebanon to recover the
captured soldiers. The war lasted for 34 days but left more than one thousand Lebanese dead and
about one million others displaced (BBC, September 26, 2006).

The hot clashes did not stop between the two parties for several years. For example in 2008
- 2009 Gaza War broke out. The Gaza War, also known as Operation Cast Lead was a three-week
armed conflict between Palestinian paramilitary groups and the Israel Defense Forces that began
on 27 December 2008 and ended on 18 January 2009 with a unilateral ceasefire (Wiegand, 2010).
Also notable military clashes between the two parties occurred in 2012, 2014 and 2021 where
both sides claim victory. In this study, the war which broke out in 2008-2009 known as the Gaza
War has been taken as the key event for analyzing the coverage of the Arab-Israeli conflict in
Western media discourse, namely in the Guardian and New York Times newspapers.

Theoretical Considerations: Media and Politics Relationship and Use of Language

In today’s world communication and information technology are shaping almost every
single person’s life. In such a world especially since the late 1970s, with the impact of globalization
phenomenon, the global media outlets can have a significant role in world politics. Media
discourse plays a key role in both national and international political developments.

An ideology can be seen as a code camouflaged in a discourse if discourse is taken as a
“message” and it can be said that language is a medium in which discourse and ideology are
conveyed. According to Van Dijk discourse plays a major role in the expression and reproduction
of ideologies. Van Dijk (1995) perceives discourse analysis as some sort of ideology analysis,
because according to him, ideologies are typically expressed and reproduced in (media and
sometimes elite) discourse. According to Fowler (1991) newspapers are not neutral in covering
diverse events based on the viewpoints followed by them. The newspapers depict different events
and phenomena based on political and social perspectives. Van Dijk integrates his general theory
of discourse to the discourse of news in the press. According to Van Dijk, the important element is
what is not said in news texts, rather than what is said and the hidden ideological structures in
news texts must be uncovered.

Van Dijk developed an approach in critical discourse studies that is useful to analyze
ideological perspectives hidden in media discourse. Van Dijk established a critical discourse study
approach known as Socio-Cognitive Approach. Dijk formulated four principles which enables
subtle ideological analysis to express ideological stances. The four principles are as the following:

e Emphasizing positive things about Us
e Emphasizing negative things about Them
e De-emphasizing negative things about Us

e De-emphasizing positive things about Them
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According to Van Dijk (2000) ideologies may determine all structures of text or talk and
they may be expressed explicitly or implicitly in the structure of media discourse. Van Dijk
distinguishes the critical discourse analysis into two different structures. These are the macro and
micro-structures. The headlines are part of the macro-structure and the choice of words is one of
the micro-structure elements.

Media Bias and Loaded Language

Media bias can be defined as the bias of journalists in the selection of events and stories that
are reported and how they are covered. Biased and partisan reporting can be a problem in many
international crisis such as the Arab-Israeli conflict. The examples of media bias include bias
introduced by the ownership of media, including a concentration of media ownership, the
subjective selection of media staff, or the perceived preferences of an intended audience (Mackey
and Jacobson, 2016).

Robert Lichter (2017) in The Oxford Handbook of Political Communication writes that
ideological or partisan media bias is widely debated and there exists disagreement about its
meaning, measurement and affects. D'Alessio and Allen (2000) argue that there can be three
possible sources of media bias: (1) Coverage bias occurs when media actors choose to report only
negative news about one party. (2) Gatekeeping bias (also known as selection bias) occurs when
stories are selected or deselected, sometimes on ideological grounds. (3) Statement bias
occurs when media coverage is slanted towards or against particular actors or issues. There are
some other forms of media bias such as advertising bias, when stories are selected or slanted to
please advertisers, content bias meaning that there is differential treatment of the two parties in
political conflicts. In addition, the corporate bias occurs when stories are selected or slanted to
please corporate owners of the media.

The term “loaded language” is an important term while analyzing media discourse and its
impact on ideology in politics. Loaded language (also known as loaded terms and emotive
language) is rhetoric used to influence an audience by using words and phrases with strong
connotations. It can be said that through using loaded language in media reporting and discourses,
the appeal to emotion becomes possible in contrast to an appeal to logic and reason. An emotion,
elicited via emotive language, may form a reason for action (Weston, 2000).

Loaded language refers to the words or phrases that imply more than their literal meanings.
It is used to elicit a strong emotional response. For example “freedom fighter” in media coverage
of Arab-Israeli conflict can be used as a linguistic choice or rhetorical strategy to represent the
fighters in a positive way and to influence the opinions of the audience towards the paramilitary
or terrorist groups. Loaded language in Western media often demonizes Arabs and labels them as
“terrorists” The most pervasive stereotype is showing the Arabs as cruel, violent figures of
subhuman nature (Steele, 2014).

Methodology: Content Analysis and Selection of the Data under Analysis

The history of content analysis dates back to the 18th century (Rosengren, 1981). Content
analysis can be used for all types of written texts, for example, deep interviews, open-ended
questions as in a questionnaire or observations of situations as well as from pictures (Berg & Lune,
2007). Content analysis can be used both as quantitative and a qualitative methodology. This
study adopts the qualitative content analysis methodology. In qualitative content analysis, the
data are presented in words and themes. This makes it possible to draw meaningful evaluation
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of the results. Researches using qualitative content analysis focus on the characteristics of
language in the content of the texts.

The selected newspapers for this study are the Guardian and the New York Times. The New
York Times is one of the top three U.S. newspapers, as measured by circulation figures,
distributing an average of over a million copies a day. The NY Times has been called as the
newspaper of record on international and domestic affairs (Friel &Falk, 2004). The Guardian
(formerly Manchester Guardian) was founded in 1821. It is one of Britain's most popular
newspapers.

T s

Image 1: The New York Times and Guardian Front pages

The Gaza War which broke out in December 2008 has been taken as the key event for the
analysis of Arab-Israeli War in Western media. The Gaza Strip is located on the eastern coast of
the Mediterranean Sea. The Gaza Strip is the centre of conflict between Israel and Palestine. The
conflict is over each nation's right to exist and land ownership, especially Jerusalem.

The selection of data under analysis (articles & columns) is based on the time frame of Gaza
War. Twenty-five airstrikes were carried out on Dec. 28 by Israel. So this date in Gaza War is a
critical date for analyzing Arab-Israeli conflict in Western media. Articles were selected that
included “Gaza” anywhere in the headline or body. Four articles published between Dec. 28-30,
2008 (two from each newspaper) placed in the editorial page have been analyzed.
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Image 2: A map of the Gaza Strip showing key towns and neighbouring countries.
(Source: Wikipedia)

Image 3: Destruction from the 2008 Gaza War (Source: Wikimedia Commons)

Analysis: Western Media Coverage of Arab-Israeli Conflict: The Case 0of 2008 Gaza War

The Gaza War was fuelled on December 28 by the airstrikes of Israeli military forces. Two
days after Dec. 28, in NY Times, the editorial page on Dec. 30, 2008 had the title of “War Over
Gaza”. The opinion article said the following:
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“Israel must defend itself and Hamas must bear responsibility for ending a six-month
cease-fire this month with a barrage of rocket attacks into Israeli territory. Still we
fear that Israel’s response to devastating airstrikes that represent the largest
military operation in Gaza since 1967 — is unlikely to weaken the militant
Palestinian group substantially or move things any closer to what all Israelis and all
Palestinians need: a durable peace agreement and a two-state solution.”

In the above-noted lines, the author despite not saying it in an obvious way defends Israeli
strikes and expresses this with the sentence “Israel must defend itself.” Hamas is regarded as the
responsible party for ending the case-fire. The author says that Israel’s agression is unliekly to
weaken Palestinian militant actors and in an implicit fashion, the author defends Israeli agression.

The Guardian on Dec. 28, 2008 on editorial page had the following title: “There is a time for
calm... now is the time to fight” In this article, the author attracts the attention of the audience to
the violent and agressive behaviour of Israeli side through using the following sentence to indicate
the aim of Israel: “...it had determined to wipe off the face of the map...” This article said the
following:

“Mayhem, death and deafening destruction came to Gaza at 11.30am yesterday
when Israel dropped a first wave of bombs on the Hamas security compounds it had
determined to wipe off the face of the map. By the end of ‘Operation Solid Lead’, about
60 aircraft had launched about 100 strikes and at least 205 people were reported to
have been killed. It was the most devastating attack on Gaza since 1967”

On December 29, 2008 the editorial page article of NY Times was titled “No Early End Seen
to ‘All-Out War’ on Hamas in Gaza” In the article it said the following: “Israel struck at the
organization’s civic institutions, with no active diplomacy and protesters taking to the streets around
the Arab world.” In the article, the author notes that Israel was engaged itself in an “all-out war”
with Hamas.

In the Guardian on Dec. 29, 2008 the editorial page article has the title saying “Western-
backed Arab governments under pressure as Israel continues Gaza strikes” The following was
addressed in the article:

“Israel’s offensive against Hamas in the Gaza Strip is putting western-backed Arab
governments under pressure from Islamist movements at home and in the region, as
well as from Iran, which is racheting up its rhetoric against the US and Israel. The
continuing onslaught today led to the suspension of talks between the Palestinian
Authority and Israel, as well as those between Syria and Israel, brokered by Turkey.
Little progress had been taking place on either track, but the symbolic blow was
clear...”

In this article, Israel’s offensive behaviour is explicitly expressed while Palestinian side is
accused of failing to renew the cease-fire treaty. The author tells this in these lines: “Egypt
condemns Israel's Gaza operation, but implies that Hamas is to blame for having failed to renew the
shaky six-month ceasefire when it expired 10 days ago.”

According to Durante and Zuhuravskaya (2018) content analysis suggests that Israel’s
strategy aims at minimizing next-day media coverage of the events, which is especially charged
with negative emotional content. Also Palestinian attacks do not appear to be largely included in
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NY Times media coverage. The Western media has systematically misrepresented the terms of the
Arab-Israeli conflict, including the Gaza War in late 2008.

Conclusion

This study is an attempt to analyze how Western media covered Arab-Israeli conflict
through the lenses of NY Times and the Guardian. Following this purpose, Gaza War in 2008 has
been selected as the reference point in analyzing media representation of the conflict. It has been
argued that the Western media actors most of the time draw a biased image of the conflict
generally in favour of Israeli side. The issue of media bias in Arab-Israeli conflict has been around
and debated for many years and is one that has been examined by the public, interests groups of
the conflict, as well as some governments and international organizations. For example, in 2003
the United Nations’ Public Forum in Support of Middle East Peace hosted a round table of speakers
on the conflict and it was argued that there has been a belief that media coverage on the subject
was often biased (McTigue, 2011).

Mearsheimer and Walt argue that the American media’s coverage of Israel tends to be
strongly biased in Israel’s favor. (Mearsheimer and Walt, 2007: 169). The authors claim that there
is intentional and organized support for Israel in the US - driven by formal and informal groups
that influence media, politics, and news. - The bias in American news coverage is in part due to
these groups’ effort to intentionally spread pro-Israel sentiments. It can be said that this is mostly
seens in NY Times coverage.

It should be noted that, the media elites (media owners and reporters also) must agree to
accept Palestinians as equals to build a solid ground for chance of peace. The concerns about
media coverage of the conflict vary from context to context. The Israel-Palestine context is
distinctive in many respects with regard to slanting the news in Israel’s favor.
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Dogu Akdeniz Enerji Kaynaklarinin Bélgesel istikrar Uzerindeki Etkisi

Azime TELLI*

0z

Dogu Akdeniz bélgesi, Israil, Kibris ve Misir aciklarinda bir dizi gaz kesfi nedeniyle 2010 yilindan bu
yana uluslararasi enerji tartismalarinin sicak noktasi haline gelmistir. Komsu iilkeler arasinda rekabetin
yerini is birliginin almasini saglama imkan olan bu paylasimli kesifler ayn1 zamanda yeni catisma
dinamiklerini de harekete gecirmistir. Kibris ve Filistin sorunun ¢éziimlenmedigi bolgede enerjide is birligi
arayisinda heniiz istenilen noktaya gelinememistir. Kiiresel giiclerin de siirece dahil olmasiyla birlikte
bolgenin jeopolitik dnemi yeniden yiikselise ge¢mistir. Calismada Dogu Akdeniz bolgesi enerji rezervlerinin
Orta Dogu bolgesindeki dengeleri analiz edilecektir. Calismanin varsayimi ekonomik kazanimlarin yiiksek
olmas1 durumunda tarihsel rekabete ragmen enerjide is birligi yapmanin mimkiin oldugu olup Dogu
Akdeniz rezervlerinin bolgesel istikrar arayisini nasil etkileyecegi sorusuna cevap aranacaktir. Nitel
arastirma yontemlerinden igerik analizinin kullanilacagl c¢alismanin amaci Dogu Akdeniz’deki gaz
kesiflerinin ¢oklu ¢atisma dinamiklerinin oldugu Orta Dogu iizerindeki gercekei etkilerini
degerlendirmektir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Enerji giivenligi, istikrar, Dogu Akdeniz, Orta Dogu, jeopolitik.
The Impact of the Eastern Mediterranean Energy Resources on Regional Stability
Abstract

Since 2010 the Eastern Mediterranean region has become a hotspot of international energy
discussions due to a series of gas discoveries in the offshore of Israel, Cyprus and Egypt. These shared
discoveries, which enable cooperation to replace competition among neighboring countries, have also
activated new conflict dynamics. In the region where the Cyprus and Palestine problem has not been
resolved, the desired point has not been reached yet in the search for cooperation in energy. With the
involvement of global powers in the process, the geopolitical importance of the region has started to rise
again. In this study, the effect of the energy reserves of the Eastern Mediterranean region in the Middle East
region will be analyzed. The assumption of the study is that if economic gains are high, it is possible to
cooperate in energy despite historical competition, and the question of how the Eastern Mediterranean
reserves will affect the search for stability in the region will be answered. The aim of the study, which will
use content analysis, one of the qualitative research methods, is to evaluate the realistic effects of gas
discoveries in the Eastern Mediterranean on the Middle East with multiple conflict dynamics.

Keywords: Energy security, stability, Eastern Mediterranean, Middle East, geopolitics.

Giris

Enerji glivenligi, uluslararasi iliskilerin temel unsurlarindan biri olup kimi zaman ¢atisma,
kimi zaman da is birligi kaynagi olagelmistir. Enerji kaynaklarina erismek ve kontrol etmek
diinden bugiine ulusal gii¢ miicadelesini sekillendirmis olup uluslararasi sistem iizerinde ciddi
etkiye sahip olmustur. Kiiresellesen diinyanin enerji talebinin kesintisiz artmaya devam ediyor
olmasi mevcut ve yeni kesfedilen rezervlerin 6nemini artirmaktadir. Enerji kaynaklarinin kit
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olmasi bu kaynaklarin hem baris hem de savas donemlerinde kontroliine stratejik bir énem
kazandirmaktadir.

Fosil yakitlarin diinya enerji karmasindan aldig1 pay % 80’inin lzerinde olup bu durum
enerji jeopolitiginin bu eksende sekillenmesine yol agmaktadir. Yenilenebilir enerji yatirimlarinin
hiz kazanmasi ve enerji verimliliginde saglanan iyilesmelere ragmen uzun vadede fosil yakitlar
stratejik 6nemlerini koruyacaktir. Diinya Enerji Ajansi (IEA, 2021) tahminlerine gore, 2040 yilina
kadar diinyanin petrol talebi % 21, dogalgaz talebi ise % 31 oraninda artis gésterecektir. Birincil
enerji karmasinin ilk i¢ sirasinda yer alan fosil yakitlara yonelik talebin artacak olmasi bu
kaynaklarin kontroliine iliskin miicadeleyi siddetlendirmektedir. Bu baglamda Orta Dogu
cografyasina komsu olan Dogu Akdeniz'de kesfedilen rezervlerin bdlgenin yeni miicadele alan
olmasina neden olmustur.

Enerji jeopolitigi genel olarak fosil yakitlara iliskin olup diinya enerji karmasinda fosillerin
hakimiyetine odaklanmaktadir. Yenilenebilir enerji alaninda yasanan gelismelere ragmen fosil
yakitlarin hakimiyetinin devam ediyor olmasina bagli olarak modern ekonomilerin
desteklenmesinde devam etmekte olan kilit rolii inkar edilemez. Giiniimiizde enerji jeopolitigini
petrol ve dogal gaz sekillendirmekte olup devletlerarasi enerji iliskilerinde zaman zaman politika
boyutu ekonomik boyutun bile 6niine gecebilmektedir. Diinya geneline asimetrik olan dagilan ve
belirli boélgelerde yogunlasan petrol ve dogal gaz rezervleri stratejik degerlendirmeleri
yonlendirmektedir. Enerji jeopolitigi genellikle, Orta Dogu, Kuzey Afrika ve Avrasya cografyasinda
etrafinda donmekte olup bu bolgelerin istikrarsiz yapisi krizleri tetiklemektedir.

Dogu Akdeniz bolgesi, ii¢ kitanin Avrupa, Afrika ve Asya kavsaklarinda bulunurken, ayni
zamanda Orta Dogu'nun biiylik bir bélimiinii de icermektedir. Bu konumuyla mevcut enerji
jeopolitiginin kesisme noktasi olan bodlgenin stratejik 6nemi ABD Jeoloji Arastirmalar
Kurumu’'nun (2010) raporuna gore Levant Havzasi’'nda 3,5 trilyon metrekiip (tcm) dogalgaz, 70,2
milyon ton sivi dogalgaz ve 181 milyon tona yakin petrol rezervi yer aldigini agiklamasiyla
artmistir. Levant Havzasi’'nda bulunan rezervlerin gelistirilmesi, sinir uyusmazliklari, silahl
catismalar basta olmak iizere bélgesel sorunlar nedeniyle giicliikle ilerlemekle birlikte hacim
olarak bélgenin enerji dinamiklerini degistirecek giictedir. Ancak yasanan gelismeler bolgesel
jeopolitik zorluklar olmadan bile fosil kaynaklarini kesfetmenin enerji ihracati yapmaktan daha
kolay oldugunu gostermektedir. Bu durum boru hatlarinin “yiizde 90’inin politika ve ytizde 10’unun
celik” oldugu tespitini bir kez daha dogrulamaktadir.

Dogu Akdeniz'de kesfedilen dogalgaz rezervleri bolge iilkelerinin 6ncelikle ulusal enerji
giivenlikleri ve ekonomik istikrarlar1 i¢in 6nemlidir. Bu kapsamda c¢alismada kesfedilen
rezervlerin bolgede is birligi dinamiklerini besleyerek istikrar lizerinde olumlu etkisi olup
olmayacagl sorusuna cevap aranacaktir. Niteliksel analizin kullanilacagi calismada bolgede
kesfedilen kaynaklarin ¢atismay1 mi1 yoksa is birligini mi tetikleme olasiliginin daha ytiksek oldugu
arastirilacaktir. Calismanin sinirliliklar: kapsaminda sadece enerji giivenligi iizerine odaklanilmis
olup agirliklh olarak dogalgaz rezervleri ve bu rezervlerin gelistirilmesi sorunsalina
odaklanilmigtir.

1. Enerji Giivenligi Kavraminin Déniisiimii

Dinamik bir kavram olan enerji giivenligi yaklasimi 20. ylizy1l icerisinde hem anlam olarak
hem de kapsam olarak olduk¢a genislemis olmakla birlikte halen tanimi lizerinde bir konsenstis
saglanabilmis degildir. Petrol odakli bir kavram olarak gelistirilen zaman i¢inde tiim enerji
kaynaklarini kapsar hale gelen enerji giivenliginin bugiin olmazsa olmaz bir bileseni de
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stirdiiriilebilirliktir. Yergin, kavram geleneksel olarak su sekilde tanmimlamaktadir: “Onemli ulusal
deger ve hedefleri tehdit altinda birakmadan makul fiyatlara yeterli ve giivenli enerji tedarigini
saglamak.” (Yergin, 1995, s. 111).

IEA (IEA, 2014) ise enerji kaynaklarina makul fiyatlardan kesintisiz erisebilmek seklinde
bir tanim yapmakta olup bu tanimda klasik anlayisi net olarak gormek miimkiindiir. Oldukca
dolaysiz olan klasik enerji glivenligi yaklasimi uygun fiyata yeterli miktarda kaynak bulmaya
odaklanmistir. Diinya Enerji Konseyi (WEC, 2010), “Yeni ytizyilda (Milenyum) enerji giivenliginden
bagimsiz hi¢bir kalkinma hedefi diisiintlilemez” tespiti ile enerji giivenliginin kapsaminin
gelismesine dikkat ¢cekmistir. Uluslararasi politika ve ulusal giivenlik arasindaki ayrilmaz baga
dikkat ceken Shaffer (2009, s. 28), bu durumu “enerji, hem dig politikayi yonlendiren, hem de bir dis
politika aracit olarak kullanilabilen faktordiir’ olarak ifade etmistir.

Grafik 1. Kaynaklara Gore Diinya Enerji Talebi Projeksiyonu (1990-2040)
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Enerji glivenliginin, fosil yakitlarin fiziki giivenligi ve kaynak cesitlendirmesi boyutunun
disina tasmasi ile, enerji gliivenliginin tek boyutlu ele alinmasina yo6nelik elestiriler giindeme
gelmis, bu elestirilerin beraberinde kavramin, hem icerik hem kapsam olarak genislemesi s6z
konusu olmustur. Diinya birincil enerji karmasindan fosil yakitlarin aldig1 pay 2020 yilinda toplam
% 83,1 olarak gergeklesmistir (BP, 2020). Yukaridaki grafikte goriildiigii gibi diinyanin fosil
yakitlara bagimhilhiginin 21. yiizyll ortasina kadar sirmesi beklenmekle birlikte enerji
dontisiimiiniin yakalamis oldugu ivmeye bagli olarak konuya sadece fosiller tizerinden yaklasmak
yeterli degildir.

Orta Dogu’daki istikrarsizliklarin giderek derinlesmesi, Avrupa'nin ithal petrol ve gaza
giderek daha bagiml hale gelmesi, gelismekte olan tlkelerin hizla artan enerji talebi, kaynak
milliyetciligi, kritik enerji alt yapilarin1 hedef alan enerji terorizmi, fosil yakit rezervlerinin 21.
yuzyllin ortasinda sona ermesi olasiligl, kolay petrol doneminin sona ermesi, niikleer enerji,
alternatif enerji arayisinda hentiz ciddi bir ilerleme saglanamamis olmasi, iklim degisikligi gibi
unsurlar enerji giivenligine yonelik teorik ve pratik ilginin artmasinda etkili olan temel dinamikler
olarak gosterilebilir. Bu noktada Dogu Akdeniz rezervlerinin kesfedilmesi kiiresel gii¢lerin
dikkatinin yeniden bolge lizerinde yogunlasmasina neden olmustur. AB'nin kaynak cesitlendirme
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arayisindan bolge iilkelerinin jeopolitik rekabette kaldirag elde etme g¢abalarina kadar pek ¢ok
unsur bolgenin enerji oyununun yeni sahasi olmasinda etkili olmustur.

2. Dogu Akdeniz'in Jeopolitik Oneminin Yeniden Yiikselise Ge¢cmesi

Dogu Akdeniz’'de kesfedilen dogal kaynaklar sadece bolgesel dengeleri degil kiiresel giic
rekabetini etkilemistir. B6lgede yakin zamanda kesfedilen 15 tcm dogalgaz ve 3 milyar varil petrol
rezervinin ortak sahalarda olmasi dengeleri degistirmistir. Tarihi ve giincel catismalarinin yani
sira politik istikrar agisindan da bolge kaynaklarinin paylasimi kritik 6nem tasimaktadir. Dogu
Akdeniz’i yeniden jeopolitik rekabetin odagi haline getiren bu gelisme sonrasinda kiiresel
aktorlerin bolgeye yonelik ilgisinde de artis s6z konusu olmustur. Bélge tilkeleri arasindaki koklii
anlagmazliklar géz 6niinde bulunduruldugunda enerji kaynaklarinin gelistirilmesi icin ihtiyag
duyulan istikrar arayisi her zamankinden daha fazla 6ne ¢ikmaktadir.

Dogu Akdeniz'de enerji sahalarinin gelistirilmesini gliclestiren iki temel unsur
bulunmaktadir. Bunlardan biri sahalarin offshore (acik deniz) olmasi olup bir digeri de
rezervlerin ¢akisan sahalarda bulunmasidir. Kaynak sahibi iilkelerinin rezervleri gelistirmek icin
is birligi yapmasini zorunluluk haline getiren bu durum arama ve gelistirme ¢alismalarinin seyrini
olumsuz etkilemektedir. Kaynak sahibi iilkeler arasinda bu durum yeni uzlasmazliklara yol
acarken bazi tilkeler arasinda da is birligi dinamiklerinin gelismesine neden olmustur. Ancak bu
kesiflerin bolgesel istikrar iizerinde destekleyici etkisi i¢ ve dis faktorler nedeni ile heniiz tam
olarak ortaya ¢ikabilmis degildir.

Tablo 1. Dogu Akdeniz Enerji Sahalar:1 (Nisan 2020)

ULKE | Rezerv ve sahalar

Misir Uretim sahalar:

° Zohr (30 tcf): Eni 50%; Rosneft 30%; BP 10%; Mubadala (BAE) 10%

° Bati Nil Deltasi (5 tcf): BP 82.75%; DEA (Almanya) 17.25%
. Kiiciik sahalar: Nour (2 tcf); Eni 40%; BP 25%; Mubadala 20%
. Nooros (2 tcf): Eni 75%; BP 25%

° Atoll (1.5 tcf): BP 100%

. Baltim SW (0.7 tcf): Eni 50%; BP 50%.
[srail Uretim sahalart:
. Leviathan (22 tcf): Noble 39.66%
. Tamar (10.8 tcf): Noble 36%
° Kiiciik sahalar: Tanin (1.3 tcf); Karish (1-1.5 tcf); Mari-B (1 tcf)
. Noa (.2 tcf): Noble 47%
GKRY | Kesif:

° Aphrodite (~5-8 tcf): Block 12; Noble 35%; BG 35%; Delek (Israel) 30%
Calypso (~6.4 tcf): Block 6; Eni 50%; Total 50%
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° Glaucus (~5-8 tcf): Block 10; ExxonMobil (USA) 60%; Qatar Petroleum 40%
Cuttlefish prospect: Block 3: Eni 50%; Total 30%; KoGas 20%

Arama:

° Blocks 2,9 (2013): Eni 60%; Total 20%; KoGas 20%
° Block 11 (2013): Total 50%; Eni 50%

° Blocks 8 (2017): Eni 50%; Total 50%

° Block 7 (2019): Total 50%; Eni 50%

Libya ° Bouri (3.5 tcf): Eni 50%

Libnan | Arama:

° Blocks 4, 9 (2019): Total 40%; Eni 40%; Novatek 20%

Filistin | Kesif:

. Gaza Marine (1 tcf): BG 90%*

Turkiye | Arama:

° Antalya, Biiytik Kibris Bloklar: 2, 7: Tiirk Petrolleri A.O.

Kaynak: (Bowlus, 2020)

Dogu Akdeniz genelinde Misir, Israil, Liibnan, Giiney Kibris Rum Kesimi (GKRY) ve Filistin’in
miinhasir ekonomik bdlgelerinde (MEB) yapilan arama galismalarinin olumlu sonug¢ vermesi
kaynaklarin kesfedildigi iilkeler acisindan jeopolitik avantajlar saglamistir. Enerji kaynaklarinin
kesfinin ardindan boélgeye yonelik ilgi artmis ve uluslararasi enerji sirketleri kaynak sahibi
iilkeleriyle arama ve gelistirme antlasmalar1 imzalamistir. Dogu Akdeniz rezervlerinin ¢ikarma
maliyetinin yiliksek olmasi ve ileri teknolojiye ihtiya¢ duyulmasi yabanci yatirimlarini zorunluluk
haline getirirken kesfedilen kaynaklarin i¢ pazarin talebini karsiladiktan sonra artan boliimiiniin
diinya enerji pazarina ¢ikmasi icin de ¢6ziim arayislari baslamistir. Basta ABD olmak tizere AB ve
Rusya’nin bélge kaynaklarinin gelistirilmesi ve pazarlanmasina yonelik ilgisi Dogu Akdeniz’i
kiiresel giindemin Ust siralarina tasimistir (Ellinas, 2022).
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Harita 1: Dogu Akdeniz Enerji Havzalari
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Kaynak: (Aslan, 2020)

Boru hatti giizergdhlarinda hem jeopolitik hem de jeoekonomik risklerin yiiksek olmasi LNG
secenegini giindeme tasimistir. Tasima maliyetlerinin diisliriilmesi agisindan boru hatti daha
cazip olmakla birlikte kaynak sahibi iilkelerin ortak gilizergah lizerinde anlasmakta giicliikk
cekmesi kaynaklarin diinyaya agilmasi siirecini geciktirmektedir. Birlesmis Milletler (BM)
Uluslararasi Deniz Hukuku s6zlesmesine gore Dogu Akdeniz’e kiyisi bulunan Filistin, GKRY, [srail,
KKTC, Liibnan, Misir, Suriye ve Turkiye bolgedeki enerji kaynaklarinin paylasiminda hak sahibi
aktorlerdir (Kiitiik¢li 2016: 85-86). Bolge aktorleri arasinda uzlasinin saglanamamasi AB destekli
Dogu Akdeniz Boru Hatti1 (East-Med) projesinin kagit lizerinde kalmasinda en etkili unsur
olmustur (Karagianni, 2021). Bir diger unsur ise artan enerji maliyetlerine bagh olarak AB
acisindan yiiksek maliyetli bu projenin cazibesini giderek yitirmesi olup Tiirkiye'nin en basindan
bu yana savundugu Tiirkiye tizerinden gececek ve mevcut boru hatti alt yapisina baglanacak proje
giderek daha fazla ilgi ¢ekmektedir (Coskun & Rabinovitch, 2022). Bu kapsamda, Tiirkiye'nin
2021 yilindan itibaren dis politikada normallesme a¢ilimi kapsaminda bolge iilkeleri ile iliskilerini
kalibre etme arayisinda enerji énemli bir unsurdur. Tiirkiye'nin Israil ve Misir ile iliskilerini
normallestirme yoniinde attig1 adimlar bolge enerji kaynaklarinin gelistirilmesinde yeni is birligi
potansiyeli tasimaktadir (Cicekei, 2022).

a. Dogu Akdeniz'de Cakisan Rezerv Sahalari

Dogu Akdeniz'de halen devam etmekte olan cakisan miinhasir ekonomik boélge (MEB)
iddialar enerji kaynaklarinin gelistirilmesi siirecini yavaslatmaktadir. Misir, Yunanistan, GKRY ve
Liibnan, Uluslararasi Deniz Sézlesmesi’ne taraf olurken Tiirkiye, israil ve Suriye bu sézlesmeye
taraf olmamistir. Yunanistan ve Misir, GKRY ve Misir, GKRY ve [srail arasinda MEB anlagmalari
yapilmis olup Tiirkiye ile Libya arasinda da MEB ilani konusunda anlagma saglanmistir. Ancak bu
anlasmalarda taraflarin iddialar1 ¢akisiyor olmasi nedeni ile Dogu Akdeniz'de tansiyon siklikla
ylikselmektedir. Bolge tlkesi olmamakla birlikte siiregte aktif olarak yer alan Yunanistan,
GKRY'nin tezlerini desteklemekte ve Tiirkiye'yi bolgede yalnizlastirmak stratejisi izlemektedir.

1ta1ya, Yunanistan, GKRY, Misir ve Israil arasinda imzalanan Dogu Akdeniz Boru Hatti’'nin
gerceklesme olasiif1 giderek zayiflamakla birlikte GKRY, Misir ve Israil arasinda alternatif
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dogalgaz ihracat1 yollar1 konusunda bir is birligi s6z konusudur. Misir ve Israil arasinda, Siiveys
Kanali'nin yeniden acildigi 1975 yilindan bu yana jeopolitik sorunlara ragmen enerji alaninda is
birligi devam etmektedir (Bowlus, 2020). iki iilke arasindaki enerji ticaretinin yénii Misir'in enerji
ihracatcisi iilke konumundan ithalatg tilke konumuna gecmesiyle degismistir. Ge¢miste Israil,
Misir'dan gaz ihrac ederken 2018’den itibaren Israil gaz1 Urdiin {izerinden gecen boru hattiyla
Misir’a ihrag edilmektedir. Taraflar arasinda imzalanan anlagma ile Israil, Tamar ve Leviathan
sahalarindan yillik 7 milyar metrekiip (bcm) gazi Misir'a gondermektedir. Ayrica, Misir ve Urdiin
arasinda “su karsilig1 gaz” anlasmasi da bulunmaktadir.

Misir, Dogu Akdeniz’deki en zengin rezervlere sahip olmanin yani sira sahip oldugu LNG
tesisleri ile 6nemli bir avantaja sahiptir. Misir’da bulunan, Siiveys Kanali'na acilan Damietta ve
Idku LNG tesislerinin bos kapasiteleri bulunmaktadir. Misir ile Israil arasinda imzalan anlasma
sayesinde Israil gazinin sivilastirilarak ihra¢ edilmesinin énii acilmistir. Bu gelisme deniz altindan
gececek boru hatlarinin tasidigi giivenlik sorununu ortadan kaldirdigi gibi enerji talebi artmakta
olan Misir acisindan da arz gilivenliginin saglanmasi anlamina gelmektedir. Kazan-kazan
prensibinin sekillendirdigi bu is birligine boru hatti seceneginin gerceklesmemesi durumunda
GKRY’nin de dahil olmasi beklenmektedir. Bu noktada ¢alismanin varsayimlari arasinda yer alan
ekonomik kazanimlarin yiiksek olmasi durumunda taraflarin tarihsel uyusmazliklarini bir kenara
birakarak is birligi yapmaya yénelebileceklerini dogrulamaktadir. Misir, israil ve Urdiin’iin enerji
alaninda saglamis olduklari is birliginin bolge geneline yayilmasi durumunda istikrara da 6nemli
bir katkisi olacaktir. Taraflarin enerji yatirimlari agisindan istikrarin en énemli unsurlar arasinda
yer aldiginin farkinda olmasi bu anlamda stirecin 6niinii agma giicii bulunmaktadir.

Taraflar arasinda saglanan is birligine bagli olarak GKRY ve Israil gazinin boru hatlariyla
Misir'a getirildikten sonra buradan LNG olarak basta AB iilkeleri olmak tlzere dis satiminin
yapilmasi gliindemde bulunmaktadir. East-Med Boru Hattr'nin mali ve jeopolitik engelleri
asmasinin giderek giiclesmesi boru hatt1 secenegine gore daha maliyetli olsa da LNG se¢enegini
one cikarmaktadir. Misir'in sahip oldugu yillik 19 bcm LNG kapasitesi tilkenin ayni zamanda
bolgenin enerji merkezi haline gelmesini saglama potansiyeli bulunmaktadir. Ustelik Misir
mevcut LNG kapasitesinin artirilmasi yoniinde adimlar atmaktadir. Misir'in Dogu Akdeniz enerji
oyununda kilit iilke konumuna gelme politikasinda iki stratejiyi takip ettigi goriilmektedir. Net
enerji ithalatgisi konumuna gerileyen Misir'in 2025’ten itibaren yeniden ihracatci tilke konumuna
gelmesi beklenmekte olup Kahire yonetimi hem hizlica dogalgaz tiretimini artirmay1 hem de yakin
gelecekte Avrupa pazarina 6nemli miktarda LNG gondermeyi hedeflemektedir.

Dogu Akdeniz enerji denkleminin kilit iilkelerinden biri Tiirkiye’'dir. Bolgenin en uzun kiyi
seridine sahip olmasinin yani sira Kibris sorununda garantor iilke konumunda olan Tiirkiye,
enerji rezervlerinin arastirilmasi ve gelistirilmesi siirecinde aktif olarak yer almaktadir. Enerji
kaynaklarini is birligi unsuru olarak gordiiglinii dile getiren Tiirkiye, basta Yunanistan ve GKRY
olmak iizere Tiirkiye’'nin ulusal ¢ikarlarina aykir1 anlagsmalar imzalanmasina en sert sekilde tepki
vermektedir. Enerjisini ylizde 98’ini ithal eden Tiirkiye bir yandan hem enerji arz giivenligini
giiclendirmeye ¢alisirken bir yandan da arz ve talep cografyalarinin tam ortasinda yer almasina
bagh olarak enerji lissii olmay1 hedeflemektedir. Tiirkiye'nin Avrupa pazarina yonelik olarak
enerji iissil olma arayisinda Dogu Akdeniz kaynaklar1 6nemli bir alternatif olusturmaktadir. Ancak
bolge iilkelerinin Tirkiye'yi oyundan dislama arayisina AB’nin de destek olmasi bélgede
tansiyonun yiikselmesine yol agmaktadir. Tiirkiye’nin GKRY, Israil ve Misir ile iliskilerinin gergin
olmasi is birligini giiclestirmektedir. Ancak GKRY’nin tiim ada kaynaklarini gelistirme arayisinin
Tiirk tarafi agisindan kabul gormesi miimkiin gériinmemektedir. Tiirkiye'nin, devam etmekte olan
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Misir ve Israil ile iligkilerini normallestirme girisimi enerji oyununda dengeleri degistirme
potansiyeline sahiptir. Pazar iilke olarak da dne c¢ikan Tiirkiye'nin bolgede gerilimi azaltmaya
yonelik adimlari is birligi dinamiklerini canlandirarak istikrar arayisini desteklemektedir.

Harita 2: Dogu Akdeniz'de ¢akisan rezerv sahalari
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Kaynak: (Alpar, 2019)

Diger taraftan, Harita 2’de gorildigi gibi Tiirkiye, KKTC ve GKRY'nin MEB olarak ilan
ettikleri alanlarda somut ihtilaflar bulunmaktadir. Tiirkiye’'nin burada MEB olarak belirledigi alan
yaklasik 145.000 km*’ye denk gelmekteyken, Yunanistan ve GKRY bu alanin 41.000 km? oldugunu
savunmaktadir (Isiksal 2016: 269-270). Bu tartismadan otiirii, Rum tarafinin kendisine ait
oldugunu iddia ettigi bes saha (1, 4, 5, 6 ve 7), Tiirkiye'nin kita sahanhigi sinirlar igcinde yer aldig
icin bu alanlarda ihtilaflar yasanmaktadir. Bu noktada Yunan ve Rum tarafinin bu konuda 6ne
stirdiigii BM Deniz Hukuku Sozlesmesi'ne Tiirkiye taraf olmasa da yapilan bir¢ok bilimsel
arastirmaya gore bolgede Tiirkiye'nin MEB ilan etme hakki bulunmaktadir (Ece 2017: 86). Bu
anlagsmazliktan otiiri kita sahanhigi ve MEB konularinda son donemde yeni krizler ortaya
cikmistir. Ayrintili olarak bakildiginda Rum tarafinin adadaki meseleye ragmen tek tarafli olarak
13 parsele ayirdigir bazi bolgelerin Tiirkiye'nin ilan ettigi kita sahanligit ve KKTC'nin petrol ve
dogalgaz arama ruhsati verdigi bolgelerle kesismesi bu anlagmazliklarin merkezinde yer
almaktadir. Bundan otirii iki taraf (Turkiye-KKTC ve Yunanistan-GKRY) arasinda sik sik
diplomatik ve askeri gerginlikler yasanmaktadir.

Dogu Akdeniz’de enerji rezervlerinin ortak sahalarda bulunmasi ve rezerv sahibi tilkelerin
tek baslarina ihracat yapmalar icin yetersiz olmasi siirecin yavas ve zaman zaman ¢atismali
ilerlemesine yol agmaktadir. Boru hatlarinin hangi iilkelerden gececegi, bolge tilkeleri arasindaki
rekabet alanlan ve giivensizlik, tartismali enerji kaynak sahalar1 ve Kibris meselesinin devam
ediyor olmasi; bir taraftan baz iilkeler arasinda is birligini gelistirmekte, diger taraftan bazi
tilkeler arasinda ise ¢atisma riskini arttirmaktadir. Uluslararasi kamuoyunda uzun bir siireden
beri Tlrk-Yunan uyusmazliklari ve Kibris meselesi ile Filistin sorunu gibi konularla géz 6nilinde
olan Dogu Akdeniz, hidrokarbon kaynaklarina bagh enerji sorunuyla da giindeme gelmeye
baslamistir (Sahin 2019: 15).
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3. Dogu Akdeniz'de is Birligi ve Rekabet Dinamikleri

Dogu Akdeniz’de mevcut tarihsel sorunlar enerji rekabetini derinlestirmektedir. Tunus ile
Italya’nin Sicilya adasinin dogusunda kalan deniz sahasini ifade eden Dogu Akdeniz, dogu-bati
arasinda stratejik gecis noktalarindan biridir. Bu cografya, antik ¢aglardan giiniimiize kadar Nil
Vadisi, Anadolu ve Mezopotamya’da kurulan devletlerin hem dogal genisleme alam1 hem de
giiclerinin karsilastigl bir miicadele boélgesidir. Dogu Akdeniz’in jeopolitik 6nemi 20. ytlizyilin
ikinci yarisinda gerilemis olmakla birlikte bulunan fosil rezervleri, bolgeyi ticaret glizergahi
olmanin 6tesinde potansiyel bir enerji merkezi haline getirmistir. Bu gelismeye bagli olarak bolge
Avrupa ve Orta Dogu iilkelerinin enerji ve ekonomik giivenlikleri i¢cin 6énemli bir kesisim noktasi
olmustur. Bolge son dénemde pek cok karisikliga sahne olmustur. Bir yandan Arap Bahart'yla
baslayan ig istikrarsizliklar bolgesel iliskileri daha hasmane hale getirirken bir yandan da enerji
kesifleri tarihi uyusmazliklarin ¢6ziimii ve is birligi icin 6nemli bir imkan saglamistir (Alshwawra
& Almuhtady, 2020, s. 237).

Bolge iilkelerinin ekonomik ve politik giivenlikleri a¢isindan s6z konusu rezervler hayati
6nem tasimakla birlikte bu alanda is birligi yapmalarinin 6niinde ciddi engeller bulunmaktadir.
Ekonomik olarak en kirilgan durumda olan bélge iilkelerinden olan Liibnan ve GKRY ag¢isindan bu
kaynaklar ekonomik refahin artmasi anlamina gelmektedir (Bowlus, 2020). Boélgenin giicli
tilkeleri Misir ve Israil ise bu alanda pragmatist bir politika izleyerek dogalgaz ticareti ve yeniden
ihra¢ hakki konusunda anlasmis durumdadir. Tiirkiye ise iki strateji izlemektedir. Oncelikle Kuzey
Kibris’a ait sahalarda GKRY tarafindan arama-gelistirme yapilmasini 6nleme ve bu sahalar1 KKTC
yOnetimiyle varilan anlasma dogrultusunda gelistirmek istemektedir. Kendi sahasinda arama-
gelistirme calismalarina devam eden Tiirkiye, bolge kaynaklarinin transferinde s6z sahibi olarak
transit tlilke konumundan ¢ikip Us haline gelmeyi hedeflemektedir. Bolge iilkelerinin kendi
sahalarinda bulunan enerji kaynaklarini gelistirme giicline sahip olmamalarina bagh olarak pek
cok yabanci petrol devi ile anlasma yapilmasi sorunu daha karmasik hale getirmektedir.
Uluslararasi ¢ikarlar1 ¢atismakta olan iilkelerin Dogu Akdeniz’'de yaptiklar1 yatirimlar sorunun
giivenliklestirilmesinde son derece etkili olmaktadir.

Harita 3. Dogu Akdeniz’'de sondaj sahalari
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Avrupa’da alt1 lilke tarafindan kémir ve celik iizerinden 1950’lerde baslatilan, bugiinkii
AB'’ye benzer sekilde GKRY, Israil, Misir ve Yunanistan tarafindan petrol ve dogalgaz lizerinden
Tiirkiye'yi dislayarak Dogu Akdeniz Gaz Forumu olusturma girisimi gercekci temellere sahip
olmadig icin sonug iiretememektedir. Nitekim GKRY, Israil, Misir ve Yunanistan énciiliigiinde bir
grup tilkenin 2019 yili basinda baslattig1 girisim bu yoldaki ilk adimi atmistir (Rachidi 2019).
Liibnan, Suriye ve Tiirkiye’den temsilcilerin davet edilmedigi bu forum, Dogu Akdeniz’de birlik
olusturma yolunda ilk kurumsal girisim olmakla birlikte durumu daha da karmasik bir hale
getirmistir. Bélgede bulunan catisma ihtimali taraflar arasindaki rekabeti daha fazla goriiniir hale
getirirken istikrarsiz ekonomik ve siyasi yapilar bolge genelindeki etkisini de artirmistir. S6z
konusu ortamda taraflarin ¢atisma alanlarini en aza indirmeleri ve ¢6ziim igin is birligine
yonelmeleri en rasyonel yol olarak 6n plana ¢iksa da taraflarin gerilim yatistirmaktan ziyade
tirmandirmaya meyilli oldugu goériilmektedir.

Dogu Akdeniz enerji denkleminin 6nemli aktorlerinden biri AB’dir. AB, kullandig1 enerjinin
yarisindan biraz daha fazlasini ithal etmektedir. Rusya’ya enerji bagimhiligina alternatif arayisinda
olan AB, bélge rezervleriyle yakindan ilgilenmekle birlikte s6z konusu rezervler birliginin enerji
ihtiyacinin oldukea az bir kismini karsilama potansiyeline sahiptir (Ogurlu, 2017, s. 40). Ayrica,
AB’nin liye statlisiine sahip GKRY’ye sagladig1 destek ¢dziim arayislarinin oniinii tikamaktadir.
Turkiye’'nin tam iiyelik miizakerelerinde stirekli olarak Kibris kartinin ileri siirtilmesinin yani sira
Dogu Akdeniz'de kesfedilen rezervlerin AB enerji glivenliginin bir parcasi olmasi icin aday1 bir
biitiin olarak GKRY’'nin temsil ettigi tezine daha da siki bir sekilde sarilmis durumdadir. Ancak,
bolge kaynaklarinin AB agisindan cazibesi Kovid-19 pandemisine bagl olarak gelisen arz fazlasi
ve sonrasinda da dogalgaz fiyatlarinin asir1 artmasina bagl olarak cazibesini yitirmektedir.
Pandeminin yol actig1 ekonomik durgunluk ortaminda yeni sahalarin gelistirilmesi ¢alismalari
ertelenirken AB'nin, Dogu Akdeniz gazina olan ihtiyac1 ortadan kalkmamis olmakla birlikte
aciliyeti eskisi kadar degildir (Demir & Tekir, 2017, s. 660). Bu gelismeler 1s18inda Dogu Akdeniz
gazinin nihai pazari Avrupa olmaktan ¢ikmis olup Tiirkiye’'nin de dahil oldugu bolge iilkelerine
kaymis durumdadir. Dogu Akdeniz’in dogalgaz talebinin 2020-2040 yillar1 arasinda artacagi
ongorilmekle birlikte bu artis AB tiyesi olmayan iilkelerden kaynaklanacaktir (Tanchum, 2021, s.
83).

Rusya ise alternatif arayisinda olan AB’nin Dogu Akdeniz enerji jeopolitigi lizerindeki
girisimlerinden rahatsiz olmaktadir. Kibris'taki enerji varhiginin AB tarafindan gelistirilmesi ve
kullanilmas1 durumunda, AB’nin enerji bagimliliginin biiytik o6lciide azalacagi diisiincesi,
Rusya’nin c¢ikarlarina ters diismektedir (Birsel & Duman, 2015, s. 5). AB’nin bolgedeki
hakimiyetini dengelemek isteyen Rusya, Suriye’de varhginin yani sira Israil'le de enerji alaninda
yakin iligkiler kurmaktadir.

ABD, Dogu Akdeniz enerji denkleminde dolayh bir strateji izlemeyi secmektedir. Kibris
sorununa dogrudan miidahil olmaktan uzak duran ABD, ulusal enerji sirketlerinin bodlgedeki
faaliyetlerine resmi destek saglamakla yetinmektedir. ABD’nin Orta Dogu politikasi agisindan
kritik 6nemi olan Tiirkiye'yi karsisina almak istememesine baglanan bu tavr1 AB destekli boru
hatt1 projesinde de stirmektedir.

Tiirkiye acisindan Dogu Akdeniz enerji denklemine baktigimizda Kibris Adasi tarih boyunca
ulusal ¢ikarlar1 arasinda yer alan, mutlak suretle kontrol altinda tutulmasi gereken bir bolge
olarak hayati 6nem arz etmistir. Bu baglamda Kibris, Tiirkiye’nin bogazlar kadar stratejik bir
Ooneme sahip, diinyaya acilan siyasi ve ekonomik kapisi olarak kabul edilmektedir. KKTC'nin
kurucu anlasmalar1 kapsaminda, Kibris Adasi iizerinde garantorliik hakkina sahip olan Tiirkiye,
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ayni zamanda Dogu Akdeniz’e en uzun kiyisi bulunan iilke konumundadir. Dolasiyla, uluslararasi
hukuk kurallar1 ¢ercevesinde bolgedeki hidrokarbon kaynaklarindan yararlanmayi talep etmek
de Tiirkiye'nin en dogal haklari arasinda yer almaktadir (Sandikly, vd., 2013: 2).

Sonug¢

Ulusal gili¢ unsurlar1 arasinda yer alan enerji kaynaklarinin 6nemi giderek artmaktadir.
Enerji kaynaklari artik sadece bir ekonomik gelisme unsuru degil, ayn1 zamanda siyasi bir unsur
haline gelmistir. Zengin fosil rezervlerine sahip olan Orta Dogu cografyasiyla komsu olan Dogu
Akdeniz’de kesfedilen kaynaklar yeni is birliklerini oldugu kadar yeni catisma dinamiklerini de
harekete gecirmistir.

Bolgenin gaz Kkesfinin tarihi, 2009-2011'de, Israil kiyilarindaki Tamar ve Leviathan
sahalarinin ve Kibris kiyilarindaki Afrodit sahasinin kesfedilmesiyle baslamis olup ihracat icin
boru hatt1 ve LNG se¢enekleri masaya konulmustur. Kesiflerin bolgede ekonomik ve siyasi istikrar
donemini desteklemenin bir araci olacagi yoniindeki beklentiler heniiz gerceklesmis durumda
degildir. Enerji kaynaklarinin kesfi bolgede yeni ¢atisma dinamikleri ortaya ¢ikarmis, bolge
tilkelerinin iki bloga ayrilmasina yol acan bu gelisme sonrasinda GKRY, israil, Misir ve Yunanistan
birlikte hareket etme egilimi gosterirken Tiirkiye, KKTC ve sonrasinda Libya ile birlikte hareket
etmeye yonelmistir.

Birinci blokta yer alan tilkelerin dnciiliik ettigi Dogu Akdeniz Gaz Forumu’'ndan bélgenin en
uzun kiy1 seride sahip tilkesi olan Tiirkiye ve KKTC'nin dislanmasi siirecin 6ntinii tikamistir
(Tanchum, 2021, s. 82). GKRY, ekonomisini canlandirmak ve Kibris meselesinde Tiirkiye’ye karsi
elini kuvvetlendirmek icin MEB olarak ilan ettigi bolgedeki dogalgazi Yunanistan lizerinden
Avrupa’ya ulagtirmak amaciyla Misir ve Israil ile is birligine yonelirken Tiirkiye ise KKTC ile
birlikte hareket ederek hem kendi MEB’ine hem de KKTC MEB’ine yonelik ihlalleri engelleyerek
enerjide disa bagimlilik soruna ¢6ziim arayisindadir.

Filistin, Israil ile yasadig1 sorunlardan ve kendi i¢ krizlerinden o6tiirii Litbnan’in bélgedeki
bloklasmalarda net bir tarafta yer almazken Suriye ise Israil baskis1 ve Arap Bahar1 sonrasinda
ortaya cikan kendi i¢ meselelerinden otiirti bolgedeki enerji denklemine heniiz dahil olamamistir.
Bunlardan Suriye’nin savas sonrasi donemde Rusya’dan alacagi destekle yeni bir aktor olarak
denkleme dahil olmasi, bolgedeki ittifak planlarini cok daha karmasik hale getirmesi s6z konusu
olacaktir.

Bir baska 6nemli husus olarak, bolgede Tiirkiye'nin disarida kaldigi yeni bir dengenin
olusturulmak istenmesi ise beraberinde giivenlik endisesini besleyen yeni krizlere yol
acmaktadir. Zira Akdeniz'de 1792 km ile en uzun kiy1 seridine sahip Tiirkiye yakin bélgesinde
kendisine karsi kurulabilecek bir ittifaka ulusal gilivenlik oOncelikleri nedeniyle sessiz
kalmayacaktir. Ayn1 minvalde East-Med kapsaminda Akdeniz’e dogalgaz boru hatt1 ddsenmesi ve
bolge tlkelerinin bu hatti1 korumak icin planladigi 6nlemler, Ttlirkiye’'nin bélgedeki tehdit algisinda
ciddi bir degisime ve bolgede daha sert politikalar izlemesine neden olacaktir. Bu sartlar altinda
meseleye Ankara acisindan bakildiginda Tiirkiye’nin kendisine karsi kurulan ittifaki zayiflatma
adina bolgede oncelikle yerli ve milli imkanlarla dogalgaz arama galismalarina devam etmesi
elzem bir durumdur.

Arastirma kapsaminda Dogu Akdeniz’e kiyidas olan iilkeler arasinda bolgesel strateji ve
isbirligi olusumunun 6niindeki temel engelin enerji kaynaklarinin bolgesel giivenlige olan etkisi
oldugu goriilmustiir. Kiyidas tilkeler arasindaki koklii anlagsmazliklar, enerji arzinin siyasi etkilere
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kars1 savunmasiz kalmasina yol agmaktadir. Bolgedeki tarihi uyusmazliklarin iistesinden gelmek
icin dogal kaynaklarin kesfinin yeterli olmayacagi arastirma sonucunda ortaya ¢ikmistir. Aksine,
bu konudaki rekabet, ulus devletlerin ulusal egemenlikleriyle, yani enerji, deniz sinirlari,
miinhasir ekonomik bolgeler gibi tartismali konularla ugrastiklarinda, giic dengesi politikalarinin
sahneye geri donmesine yol agmaktadir. Genel olarak, bolge tilkeleri arasindaki catisan cikarlar,
cakisan iddialar ve gilivensizlik, dogal gazin 1950'lerde Avrupa’da komiir ve celik sektorlerinin
oynadigi ¢izgide potansiyel olarak uzlastirici rolii oynamasini gii¢lestirmektedir.

Enerji projelerine iliskin kararlarin politik hassasiyetlerden etkilenmesi rezervlerin
gelistirilmesini olumsuz etkilemektedir. Enerji kaynaklarinin bélgede is birligi dinamiklerini
harekete gecirmesi beklenirken deniz yetki alanlar1 konusundaki ¢cekismeler, silahlanma yarisinin
baslamasi, Kibris sorununun derinlesmesi, tarihsel catismalarin alevlenmesi bolgesel giivenlik ve
istikrar arayisini olumsuz etkilemistir. Bu baglamda, Dogu Akdeniz iilkeleri arasindaki cekismeler,
mevcut enerji kaynaklarinin gelistirilmesi ve uluslararasi piyasaya ¢ikarilmasini engellemenin
yani sira taraflar arasindaki gerilimi ylikseltmektedir.
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Challenges to and Prospects for Democratization in Tunisia in the Aftermath of the
Jasmine Revolution

Irem Askar KARAKIR*

Abstract

14 January 2022 marked the 11t anniversary of the ‘Jasmine Revolution’ in Tunisia which triggered
widespread uprisings in the Arab world, commonly known as the Arab Spring. Starting at the center of
Tunisia, Sidi Bouzid, in December 2010, a wave of uprisings spread to other Arab states in a short time
raising expectations for a breaking point in the ‘Arab exceptionalism’ paradigm with respect to
democratization. Unfolding of widespread protests in the Arab states diverged, some states ending up with
political concessions by the ruling elites, some others with deposed leaders or civil wars. Overall, the
outcomes in the form of increased insecurity, political polarization, instability, return to authoritarian rule
and economic challenges led to the lowering of expectations, except for the case of Tunisia. Tunisia is viewed
as the only Arab state, which has taken positive steps in its democratic transition in the aftermath of its
regime change holding the promise of hope. This study seeks to analyze the democratic transition process
in post-revolutionary Tunisia with a particular attention to the challenges and prospects for
democratization in the country. Tunisia was able to hold free and fair elections for its constituent assembly
in 2011, which was then followed by parliamentary and presidential elections in 2014 and 2019. Political
actors were also able to introduce a new, liberal constitution in 2014 with the strong and persistent support
of the Tunisian civil society. Even though its transition process has not been smooth, Tunisia has been able
to survive most of the challenges. However, while celebrated as the ‘success story’ of the Arab Spring,
Tunisia has been facing one of its most serious political crises since the summer of 2021. By late July 2021,
Tunisian President Kais Saied dismissed the government, suspended the parliament and expanded his
powers, and stated that he was responding to the political impasse and economic problems in the country.
Saied’s move has sparked fears that Tunisia would be losing its democratic gains. In this regard, Tunisia is
facing a critical test for its young democracy. This bumpy democratic transition road Tunisia has been
travelling since the revolution constitutes the focus of this study.

Keywords: Tunisia, Arab Spring, Democratization, Jasmine Revolution, Middle East and North Africa
(MENA)

Introduction

The Arab Middle East has traditionally been viewed as immune to the waves of
democratization. Political reforms under authoritarian regimes have been superficial and as
Sadiki (2009, p.277) states, elections “have become badges of democratic pretense worn by
traditional monarchs and secular presidents”. Scholars have mostly pointed out some historical
and structural characteristics to explain Arab world’s immunity to democracy including weak civil
societies, rentier economies and political cultures shaped by tribalism, Islam, patrimonialism and
patron-client relations. “Status quo-supporting militaries” have also contributed to widespread
authoritarianism in the region though protecting corrupt ruling regimes from any attack (Haynes,
2013, p.174). While an overwhelming majority of the existing literature prefers to employ
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domestic variables as leading explanatory tools in analyzing democratization or the lack of it in
the Arab world, there has been growing scholarly work on the relevance of external actors over
political change. It is difficult to deny the primacy of domestic variables particularly an active civil
society in encouraging democratization in a given state and this applies to the Arab world as well.
Yet, in order to have a comprehensive understanding of political change, there is a need to
consider the impact of external variables in addition to the internal variables. In this chapter,
democratization in Tunisia since the ending of the Cold War will be analyzed with a special weight
on the post-revolutionary democratic transition process. In this analysis, the focus will be on the
roles played by the Tunisian civil society and external democracy promoters including the United
States (US), the European Union (EU) and the individual European actors.

14 January 2022 marked the 11th anniversary of the ‘Jasmine Revolution’ in Tunisia which
triggered widespread uprisings in the Arab world commonly known as the Arab Spring. Starting
at the center of Tunisia, Sidi Bouzid, in December 2010, a wave of uprisings spread to other Arab
states in a short time raising expectations for a breaking point in the ‘Arab exceptionalism’
paradigm with respect to democratization. Unfolding of widespread protests in the Arab states
diverged, some states ending up with political concessions by the ruling elites, some others with
deposed leaders or civil wars. Overall, the outcomes in the form of increased insecurity, political
polarization, instability, return to authoritarian rule and economic challenges led to the lowering
of expectations, except for the case of Tunisia. Tunisia is viewed as the only Arab state, which has
taken positive steps in its democratic transition in the aftermath of its regime change holding the
promise of hope. As Weilandt (2018, p.210) rightfully suggests, when compared with the other
states which experienced the Arab Spring, “Tunisia is the last one for which hope for a successful
democratic transition remains justified”. Tunisia was able to hold free and fair elections for its
constituent assembly in 2011, which was then followed by parliamentary and presidential
elections in 2014 and 2019. Political actors were also able to introduce a new, liberal constitution
in 2014 with the strong and persistent support of the Tunisian civil society.

Even though its transition process has not been smooth, Tunisia has been able to survive
most of the challenges. According to Dincer & Hecan (2020, 2098), the leading value of Tunisian
transition comes from “its demonstrative power - that is, its ability to show that an Arab country
can institutionalize democracy”. However, while celebrated as the ‘success story’ of the Arab
Spring, Tunisia has been facing one of its most serious political crises since the summer of 2021.
By late July 2021, Tunisian President Kais Saied dismissed the government, suspended the
parliament and expanded his powers, and stated that he was responding to the political impasse
and economic problems in the country. Saied’s move has sparked fears that Tunisia would be
losing its democratic gains. As Landolt and Kubicek (2014, p.985) warn, a relevant lesson from
the past experiences in the post-communist states is that “once the ‘transition to democracy’
begins, there is no guarantee of its success”. In this regard, Tunisia is facing a critical test for its
young democracy. Even though a number of significant political reforms were adopted, so far, they
have not been able to fulfill the expectations of the public. Tunisian people’s experience with the
authoritarian rule of Ben Ali, and the bumpy democratic transition road they have been travelling
since the revolution constitute the focus of this study.

Democratic Transition in Post-Revolutionary Tunisia: Challenges and Prospects

It has been more than eleven years since the outbreak of first protests in Sidi Bouzid and
Tunisia is still in a struggle to find its way in a sticky transition path to democracy. The leading
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challenge encountering the Tunisians in this path has been the ongoing dire socio-economic
situation and the lack of opportunities for young Tunisians. Neither coalition government
established in the post-revolutionary period was able to cure economic instability and to address
high levels of unemployment, particularly among the youth. Tunisian cities and villages witnessed
a number of riots, through which mainly the lower and middle classes expressed their frustration
with socio-economic inequalities and protested their living conditions. For instance, in January
2018 major protests occurred across Tunisia, due to newly introduced austerity measures to
achieve a loan from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) (Weilandt, 2018, p.212).

Chronic socio-economic crisis has led the economically underdeveloped southern regions
to become breeding grounds for social unrest (Giinay & Sommavilla, 2020, p.679). As a
consequence, these marginalized areas with discontented young Tunisians have become fertile
recruiting grounds for radical Islamist groups such as the ISIS (Weilandt, 2018, p.214). The
eruption of COVID-19 has caused a further deterioration in the country’s tourist-dependent
economy (Rivera-Escartin, 2021, p.15). While some economic reforms were adopted, they have
remained short of addressing the socio-economic problems. Successful democratic transition can
only be accomplished if the ruling elites will adopt comprehensive structural reforms to improve
the daily lives of Tunisians, combat corruption, control inflation and trade deficit, attract foreign
investment to the country and to create jobs (Weilandt, 2018, p.214; Salamey, 2015, p.124).

Secondly, fragmentation of the political system into many small political parties and their
underdevelopment except for the al-Nahda party pose risk to democratic transition in the country.
In the aftermath of the revolution, the launch of a new electoral law, based on proportional
representation to prevent any political party to reach an absolute majority in the assembly led to
the establishment of coalition governments, which included a number of parties to have different
tendencies. On the one hand, it offered a positive atmosphere for political parties to improve their
capacity to negotiate on various issues, whereas on the other, it made it difficult to reach
compromise in a critical time period. After the uprising, numerous new political parties entered
into the political system, since it became easy to register, yet these parties are mostly “too small,
ephemeral, and fragmented to represent the interests of their constituents effectively” (Ottoway,
2021). To make matters worse, except for al-Nahda, all political parties are “organizationally
underdeveloped” which creates question marks about the legitimacy of the new political system
“in the eyes of the wider public” (Yardimci-Geyikei & Tiir, 2018, p.798).

The third challenge to democratic transition in Tunisia has been religious extremism which
reflected itself through political assassinations by local terrorist groups such as Ansar al-Sharia
and terrorist attacks by the ISIS. Violence by militant Islamist groups led to securitization of
politics in the country, which created negative consequences for democracy in the forms of greater
investment in security technologies rather than other urgent needs and justification of greater
powers by the executive through emergency laws. Another challenge to democratic transition is
the ongoing mutual distrust among the secularists and Islamists for each other. This mistrust
makes it difficult to reach a compromise among the secularist and Islamist political parties,
therefore complicating the adoption of further political reforms. Lastly, the current political
impasse in the country poses a serious challenge to democratic transition accommodating a risk
of returning to the old regime marked by authoritarianism and unaccountability.

Despite these challenges, there are a number of prospects for democratic transition in
Tunisia. First of all; regardless of all the hurdles, functioning of a liberal political system through

34



the adoption of a new constitution, conduction of free and fair parliamentary and presidential
elections, and the existence of a multi-party system can be regarded as an important achievement.
Political actors have exhibited mature standing regarding the outcomes of elections as “the
winners avoided triumphalism while those who lost conceded defeat which indicates the level of
faith in the institutionalized process of political transition” (Quamar, 2015, p.269). Creation of
coalition governments also helped coalition partners to check and balance each other (Kirdis,
2018, p.912).

Secondly, vibrant civil society in the country has highly contributed to its relative success in
the transition period, when compared with the other Arab states and helps to retain hope for
further democratization. Tunisian CSOs played a crucial role in facilitating a national dialogue to
reach constitutional settlement among the government and the opposition parties. According to
Allinson (2015, p.3030), among them, the UGTT leadership “played the decisive role in setting
Tunisia on the road to democratic transition”. Secretary general of the UGTT, Houcine Abassi, is a
credible union activist, experienced in negotiating compromises (Bellin, 2018, p.463).

Another prospect for democratic transition is conciliatory position adopted by the Islamist
al-Nahda through cooperating and sharing power with the secular actors (Somer, 2017, 1035).
Dikici Bilgin (2021, p.1517) thinks that “the rebranding of Ennahda tends to be seen as a unique
case of Islamist moderation, as it is the only party with an Islamist pedigree that openly denounced
political Islam”. During Ben Ali’s rule, al-Nahda refrained from confronting the regime, instead
built grassroots support, moderated its Islamist rhetoric and remained open to cooperation with
secular opposition groups (Somer, 2017, 1030). Rachid Ghannouchi, the founding leader of al-
Nahda has always been careful in underlining his commitment to democratic principles and the
moderate ideological position of his party. According to Cavatorta & Merone (2013, pp.864-865),
the moderate position of al-Nahda is exceptional because the “dominant narrative of moderation
through inclusion” does not apply to the party since it experienced “state repression and
widespread social rejection” for almost four decades. The party agreed to make significant
concessions despite its victories in the ballot box such as compromises with respect to drafting of
the new constitution. Kirdis (2018, p.912) suggests that al-Nahda “learned from its and other
Islamic parties’ mistakes that domination would lead to political failure”.

The apolitical character of the Tunisian army can also be seen as a prospect for a successful
democratic transition. Unlike its counterparts in the region, Tunisian political system lacked any
military intervention in its modern history. The army was neutralized by Tunisian leaders who
perceived it as a potential challenge for their rule and thus currently the Tunisian army is “one of
the smallest in the region” ranking “73rd in the world in terms of firepower and 11th out of 16
Middle Eastern militaries” (Schaer & Guizani, 2021). Unlike the Egyptian military, the Tunisian
military has refrained from intervening into politics throughout the transition despite a number
of serious crises.

Lastly, increased commitment by external actors (the EU, the US and individual European
states) to democracy promotion in Tunisia in the aftermath of the revolution is a prospect for a
positive transitional outcome. International democracy promoters viewed Tunisia as a promising
case for democratization, when compared with the other Arab states that experienced uprisings.
In the aftermath of the Jasmine Revolution, there was a considerable increase in foreign funding
and technical training to CSOs, political parties and administrative units in Tunisia to improve
their capacity for the democratic transition process. In this regard, democracy promotion by
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external actors contributed to the strengthening of competitive politics through support for the
professionalization of CSOs and political parties. The willingness of divergent transitional elites
including moderate Islamists to accept external democracy promotion also positively contributed
to the outcomes of this process (Marzo, 2020, pp.316-317).

Conclusion

Despite often being referred to as a success story in terms of the unfolding of the Arab Spring
in the country, Tunisia’s young democracy still faces serious challenges and thus remains fragile.
Notwithstanding significant accomplishments, Tunisians continue to cope with the authoritarian
practices of its past. In order to have a comprehensive understanding of democratic transition in
Tunisia since the revolution, both the internal dynamics and external dynamics have to be taken
into account. Having analyzed both dynamics, it is fair to suggest that Tunisia’s experience with
democratization in the aftermath of the revolution include both pluses and minuses. To start with
the pluses, basic requirements for a liberal political system were obtained. A new liberal
constitution was launched through compromise among different political parties following
prolonged debates, thanks to the dedicated mediation efforts of the leading CSOs. Free and fair
multiparty elections were held in 2011 (for determining the constituent assembly), 2014 (for
determining the parliament and the president) and 2019 (parliamentary and presidential
elections).

The construction and implementation of this liberal political system considerably owes to a
functioning civil society with experienced leadership. In addition to deep-seated CSOs such as the
UGTT, the transition period saw the blossoming out of new CSOs. Civil society played an
outstanding role in pushing opposing political parties to reach a consensus about the constitution.
For most of the time, political actors also played the game in line with its rules respecting the
ballot box. Islamist al-Nahda party has opted for dialogue and refrained from confrontation, even
at times this required unilateral concessions to be made by party. In this respect, al-Nahda has
exhibited an exceptional standing when compared with its counterparts in the region such as the
Muslim Brotherhood of Egypt. This exceptional standing is not only cultivated by the moderate
thinking of al-Nahda’s leadership, but also by the ability of the party to learn a lesson from the
experience of the Brotherhood in Egypt.

Another plus in the political transition is the apolitical nature of the Tunisian army.
Traditionally, Tunisian army has exhibited a “hands off” policy regarding politics and preserved
this policy in the aftermath of the revolution. Last but not least, increasing commitment by the EU,
the US and Germany to democracy promotion in the country after revolution has had a positive
impact on the strengthening of the civil society, political parties and institutions. While security
and stability continue their importance in the shaping of these external actors’ foreign policies
towards Tunisia, their encouragement of democratization cannot be denied.

These accomplishments, however, have not been matched by an improvement in the living
standards of the Tunisians. Chronic socio-economic problems have bred frustration and
discontent among the masses, constituting the leading minus in the political transition of Tunisia
after the revolution. The transition period in the country is also associated with violence and
extremism leading to securitization of politics, which in return had a negative influence on the
democratization process. The fight against radical Islamist networks has led to the revival of
security state practices of the pre-revolutionary era. Another minus is the existence of too many,
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but mostly underdeveloped political parties within the political system. At the time of this writing
(January 2022), political crisis still continues in the country, due to President Saied’s domination
of the political system after his neutralization of the government and the parliament by July 2021.
Even though President Saied appointed a prime minister by late September 2021, Saied continues
to hold extensive powers. The fact that parliamentary elections will be held by December 2022,
means that the political crisis is unlikely to end in a short time. Only time will tell whether Tunisia
would bring its newly established democracy back on the track of democratic consolidation.
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Kiiresellesmenin Savas Uzerindeki EtKisi: Suriye i¢ Savasi

Zeynep ARIOZ

0z

Diinya capinda sosyal, kiiltiirel, ekonomik ve politik iliskilerin yogunlasmasi olarak kiiresellesme,
Vestfalyan sistemin devlet-merkezli karakteristigini derinden degistirmistir. Diinya siyasetinin ¢ogu
geleneksel kavramsallastirmasi ve algisi, kiiresellesmeyle birlikte modas1 ge¢mis hale gelmektedir.
Kiiresellesme sadece diinyamizi kiigiiltmekle kalmayip, ayni zamanda savas araglarini ve stratejilerini de
dontistiirmektedir. Savas kavrami, geleneksel anlamda egemen siyasi birimler arasinda, ulus-devletler
arasinda silahli bir ¢atisma olarak anlasilmistir. Ancak, son zamanlarda savaslar kiiresellesen diinyada
yayllma egilimindedir ve ulus-devletler, ulus alt1 gruplar ve ulus 6tesi birimlerin tiimi, gii¢ iliskilerinin
karmasik baglaminda savas alaninda yer almaktadir. Bu savaslar, devletin siddet kullanma tekelini
asindirmasi bakimindan da geleneksel savaslardan 6nemli 6l¢iide farklilasmaktadir. Kiiresellesme, savasin
ana bilesenlerini degistirmistir. Devletlere ek olarak, ulusal, ulus 6tesi veya ulus alt1 devlet dis1 gruplar
savasin bir parcasi haline gelmistir. S6z konusu gruplar hem bdlgesel hem de kiiresel gii¢ler tarafindan
silahlandirilmis, egitilmis ve finanse edilmektedirler. Bu c¢alisma, savasin aktorleri, yontemleri ve
finansmanina odaklanarak, kiiresellesmenin geleneksel savasin 0zelliklerini nasil degistirdigini
Clausewitz'e atifta bulunarak aciklamaya ¢alismaktadir. Uluslararasi aktdrlerin katilimi, kiiresel finansman
ve savas teknikleri g6z 6niine alindiginda, Suriye i¢ savasi, yeni savasin belirgin bir 6rnegi olarak kabul
edilebilir. Suriye i¢ savasi ayni zamanda, nihai bir muharebenin olmadig1 ve ¢ogunlukla siddetin sivillere
yoneldigi bir tiir catismanin yayilma egilimini temsil etmektedir. Bu agidan bakildiginda, ¢alisma, bélgeye
yonelik tiim baris ¢abalarinin, catismanin yeni 6zelliklerini dikkate almasi gerektigini savunmaktadir.
Catisma onikinci yilina girerken, kiiresel agin bu savas lizerindeki etkisini anlamak, boélgede barisin
insasinda olduk¢a 6nemli bir rol oynamaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kiiresellesme, Suriye i¢ Savasi, Clausewitz, Yeni Savas.
The Impact of Globalization on War: The Syrian Civil War
Absract

Globalization, as the intensification of worldwide social, cultural, economic, and political relations,
has profoundly altered the state-centric characteristic of the Westphalian system. Most traditional
conceptualizations and perceptions of world politics are becoming obsolete with globalization.
Globalization is not only shrinking our world but also transforming the tools and strategies of warfare. The
concept of war has traditionally been understood as an armed conflict between sovereign political units,
between nation-states. However, recent wars tend to spread in a globalized world, and nation-states,
subnational groups, and transnational units all take part in a war area in the complicated context of power
relationships. These wars also differ considerably from conventional warfare in that they erode the state's
monopoly of using violence. Globalization has changed the main components of warfare. In addition to
states, groups of non-states, which can be national, transnational, or sub-national, have become part of
warfare. These groups are armed, trained, and financed by both regional and global powers. By focusing on
actors, methods, and financing of war, this study tries to explain how globalization has altered the
characteristics of conventional war by referring to Clausewitz. Considering the participation of
international actors, global financing, and warfare techniques, the Syrian conflict can be regarded as a
distinct case of new warfare. It also represents the tendency to spread of conflict in which there is no final
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battle, and most violence is directed against civilians. From this point of view, this study argues that all
peace efforts for the region must consider the new characteristics of the conflict. As the conflict entered its
12t year, understanding the impact of the global network on this war plays a crucial role in building peace
in the region.

Keywords: Globalization, Syrian Civil War, Clausewitz, New War.

Giris

Toplumsal degisimin anlamlandirilmasi agisindan Kklasik teorilere basvurdugumuzda,
Durkheim'’in, sanayilesmenin sebep oldugu is boliimii ile iliskilendirdigi ‘farklilasma’ ve Weber’in
giderek homojenlesen bir topluma gonderme yapan ‘rasyonellesme’ fikirleri karsimiza
cikmaktadir. Parsons’in (1964) dogal seleksiyon fikrini temel alan evrimsel evrenseller teorisine
gore ise farklilasma is boliimiinii, is boliimi de karsilikli bagimlilik temelinde entegrasyonu
zorunlu kilmaktadir. Modernlesme siirecinin dinamikleri ayn1 zamanda kiiresellesmenin tarihsel
koklerini de isaret etmektedir. Kiiresellesme, kavramsal acidan oldukca tartismali bir fenomen
olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Kavram, literatiirde bir yontiyle teknolojik gelismelere baglh olarak
zaman ve mekanin giderek sikismasi, cografi olarak sinirlarin kaybolmasi, toplumlar arasi
etkilesimin artmasi, diinyanin bir biitiin olarak algillanma bilincinin gelismesi, mesafelerin
ortadan kalkmasi ile iliskilendirilmektedir (Robertson, 1992; Giddens, 1990). Kavramin ayni
zamanda kapitalizm ile iliskisi kurularak, kiiresellesme kapitalist iiretim bi¢iminin asamalari
ve/veya krizleri ilizerinden degerlendirilmektedir (Harvey, 2003; Robinson, 2004; Went, 2000;
Sklair, 2006). Kiiresellesme, ulus sti pratiklerin gelisimi, kiiresel sehirlerin yayilimi, devlet
politikalarinin tekelciliginin  kirilmasi, devletleraras: iliskilerin yogunlasmasi, kiiresel
biirokrasinin gelismesi, yeni sosyo kiiltiirel yapilarin yilikselmesi, ulus iistii rejimlerin giic
kazanmasi ve devletin bu siirecte yeniden konumlanisi gibi sonuclar1 bakimindan
anlamlandirilmaya calisiimistir (Waters, 1995, s. 38-64; Bisley, 2007, s. 56-81; Held & Mcgrew,
2007,s.13-27). Kiiresellesme stireci, yalnizca ulasim veya iletisim teknolojilerinin gelismesine, ya
da artan mobilizasyona indirgenemeyecek yeni bir diizeni ifade etmektedir. Kiiresellesme, daha
genis bir uzamsal alanda artan karsilikli bagimlilik seviyesinde, ¢cevre, ekonomi, kiiltlir ve askeri
boyutlari izerinden isleyen bir siirectir (Deudney, 2007, s. 1).

Bu calisma, genel anlamda kiiresellesmeyi, sosyo-ekonomik diizlemde diinya capinda
yasanan dramatik degisikliklere isaret eden bir fenomen olarak ele alacaktir. Calismada 6zel
olarak, devletin siddet kullanma tekelini erozyona ugratan etkileri ve yeni unsurlan ile
“kiiresellesme siireci geleneksel savasi nasil etkilemistir” sorusuna cevap aranacak ve bu
cercevede Suriye i¢ savasi incelenecektir.

Kiiresellesme ve Geleneksel Savas

Geleneksel olarak savas, egemen siyasal birimler arasinda yasanan silahli ¢atisma hali
olarak kavramsallastirilmistir. Ancak kiiresellesme, zaman ve mekan algisim etkilemis, savasin
sliresini, aktorlerini ve niteligini ve geleneksel savasin yapisini degistirmistir. Soguk Savas’in sona
ermesi ve bloklarin ortadan kalkmasiyla tiim diinya yiizeyine yayilarak geleneksel olandan birgok
acidan farklilasan savas, klasik anlamda cephelerden c¢ikarak kiiresellesmistir. 1990’lar boyunca
etnik, dinsel hareketlerin tetikledigi devlet ici savaslar, Yugoslavya oOrnegindeki gibi
parcalanmalar, Ruanda ve Bosna Hersek’teki gibi soykirim o6rnekleri ve 21. yiizyilin basinda
Afganistan, Irak isgalleri ve Suriye i¢ savasi, Clausewitz’den bu yana formiile edilen klasik savas
modelinin biiylk 6l¢iide degistigini gostermektedir. Clausewitz’e gore (2003, s. 30-33) savas,
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siyasetin baska araglar ile yiiriitiilmesidir ve politik iliskilerin bir parcasidir. Savaslar halk, ordu
ve hiikiimet liclemesine dayanmaktadir. Geleneksel savas anlayisinda, devletler temel aktor
olarak gortlmiislerdir. Savas, devletlere bagl hiyerarsik ordular arasinda belirli bir alan ve zaman
icerisinde gerceklesmektedir. Ancak son birka¢ on yilda uluslararasi sistem, post-westphalian
doneme yol agan 6nemli degisiklikler gecirmistir. Diinya, finansal kiiresellesmeyle birlikte, bilgi
devrimi ve iletisim teknolojisiyle birbirine baglanan kiiresel bir kdy olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir
(Kirshner, 2013, s. 17). Bu baglamda kiiresellesme siirecinin savasin yapisi degistiren 6nemli
sonuclar1 olmustur. Bugiin ulus-devletler egemenliginin erozyona ugramasi ve bu baglamda yeni
bir diizene isaret eden “ulus 6tesi devletin” (Robinson, 2004), bir “imparatorlugun” (Hardt &
Negri, 2004) ya da kiiresel bir “karsilikli bagimlilik aginin” ortaya ¢ikmasi 6l¢listinde (Keohane &
Nye, 2000), savasin ve siddetin yapisi da degismektedir. Oncelikle, savas, simetrik yapidan
asimetrik yapiya dogru bir degisim gostermektedir. Asimetrik yapi ile, catisma alaninda devlet
dis1 esit olmayan giicteki aktorlerin miicadelesini kastedilmektedir. Yaklasik 400 yil d6nce
Westphalia ile olusturulan uluslararas: iliskiler sistemin temel 6zellikleri derin degisikliklere
maruz kalmaktadir. Westphalian sistem, her devletin kendi topraklar1 lizerinde icislerine
karismama ilkesine dayali kesin bir egemenligine sahip oldugu ve bu cercevede esit egemenlik
ilkesine dayanan bir sistemdir. Uluslararasi sistem devlet merkezlidir ve sistemde bir ist otorite
yoklugu anarsiyi ve siirekli bir giic miicadelesi ka¢inilmaz kilmaktadir. Ancak kiiresellesme
slirecinde s0zli gecen anarsik alanda istikrar arayisinda ulus-devletler, ulus 6tesi kurumlar,
rejimler ve organizasyonlarla karmasik iliskiler kurmuslardir. Kiiresellesme, sermaye, ticaret ve
yatirim birikiminin artik ulus-devlet ile sinirli olmadigina isaret etmektedir ve bdylece sermaye
akislarinin kendi kurumlari ve giic iliskileri agi ile yeni bir diinya diizeni yaratmaktadir (Chilcote,
2002:80). S6z konusu yeni diizende catisma alanlar1 6zelinde devletlerin 6zel sektorle iliski
kurdugu goriilmektedir. Bu iliski savas alaninda cesitli hizmetler sunan 6zel sirketler lizerinden
somutlasmaktadir. Giiniimiizdeki savas ve catismalarda devlet ordularindan ziyade, devlet dis1
silahli gruplar goriilmektedir. Savasin devletin kontroltiinden ¢ikmasi, siddetin merkezi olmaktan
cikarak ozerklesmesi, devletlerin Westphalia Antlasmasi ile sabit kilinan kuvvet kullanmadaki
tekelini tartismali hale sokmaktadir (Miinkler, 2003). Bu sistemde catismay1 yonetecek tek bir
yap1 yoktur. Devlet sisteminin ¢oktiigii, basarisiz ya da kirilgan olarak adlandirilan devletlerin
¢oziilme stireclerinde zaman zaman uluslararast miidahaleyi de kapsayan belirli bir merkezi
olmayan kiiresellesen savaslar, uluslararasi giivenlik analizlerinin odagi haline gelmistir. Bu
alanlarda devlet sistemi ¢okmekte, saglik, egitim, giivenlik veya adalet gibi devlet hizmetleri
biiylik oranda yok olmaktadir. S6z konusu savaslar, cogu zaman ulus 6tesi asir1 siyasi kimlikler
tizerinden ytiriitiilmekte ve bu baglamda ulus 6tesi ve ulus alt1 aglarla ittifak kurmaktadir (Kaldor,
2019).

Savaslarin kiiresellesmesi ile bir¢cok aktoriin ¢atisma alanina dahil olmasi mesru kuvvet
kullanmada, geleneksel devlet tekelinde derin degisiklikler ortaya ¢ikarmistir. Devletin menfaati
yaninda 6zel sirketlerin menfaatinin ve vatandaslik 6devinden ¢ok ticari motivasyonun 6ne ¢iktigi
catisma alanlarinda Clausewitz’in savasi mutlak bir siddet hareketi olarak degerlendirmeyip
politik amac1 merkeze alan kavramsallastirmasindan olduk¢a uzaklasilmaktadir (2003, s. 30).
Geleneksel savasin aktorleri, motivasyonu ve finansmani degismis bu da ¢atismadaki siddet
unsurunu yeniden insa etmistir. Siddet, devlet tekeli olmaktan uzaklasmis ve savas hakkinda
formiile edilen amacg-ara¢ arasindaki iliski bulaniklagsmistir. Catisma alaninda, devlet ordular
yerine faaliyet ylriiten 6zel askeri sirketler, kamu ve uluslararasi savas hukuku denetiminden
¢ikabilmektedir. Bu durum, savasin sivillere yansiyan siddeti katlamakta ve klasik anlamdaki dost
diisman ayrimini ortadan kaldirmaktadir. Clausewitz'in (2003, s. 252) formiile ettigi klasik
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savaslarda, genellikle muharebe sonucu antlasma yoluyla uzlasmaya gidilmektedir. Sonuca
ulasmak icin, muharebede miimkiin oldugu kadar her seyi-diismani- bir noktada toplayip, cabuk
hareket etmek, gecikmeye, hicbir dolambacgh yola meydan birakmamak gereklidir. Dolayisiyla
savaslar zamansal ve mekéansal olarak belirli sinirlar igerisinde yasanmakta, savas ilaniyla
baslayip baris antlasmasiyla bitmektedir. Ancak kiiresellesme siireci, zaman, mekan algisin
degistirmis yarattig1 yeni risk ve tehditler ile savas ve baris kavramlarini yeniden diisiinmeye sevk
etmistir (Beck, 1999).

Kiiresellesme devlet idare anlayisini degistirmis, yeni aktorler bolgesel ve uluslararasi
yonetisimde yerini aldig1 gibi, catisma alanlarinda da yerini almis bdylece savasin bicimi
geleneksel olandan oldukga farklilasmistir. Ancak diinyanin biiyiik 6l¢ekte daralmasi baglaminda
kiiresellesme savas ve ayni zamanda stratejiler ilizerinde ¢esitli etkilere sahip olmustur. Savasin
siyasetin bir araci olmasindan ¢ok siyasetin temeli olmasi halini mesrulastiran “diisman, somut
ve yeri tespit edilebilir bir diisman degildir artik, emperyal cennette dolanan bir yilanmisc¢asina
elle tutulamaz ve kaygan hale gelmistir. Diisman bilinmez ve goériilmezdir, ancak her zaman
mevcuttur” (Hardt & Negri, 2004, s. 48). Smirli diismanligi 6ngoren geleneksel zemin,
kiiresellesmenin etkileri ile gecerliligini yitirmektedir ve devlet egemenliginin asinmasina paralel
olarak, savas ve savascl kavramlari da belirsiz bir alana tasinmistir. Bu baglamda savas salt
devletlerarasi olmaktan ¢ikmis, farkli gruplarin rol aldigy, kiiresel finansmana sahip ve daginik bir
catisma hali tiim diinyada 6rneklerini vermistir. Kiiresellesme stireci ile erozyona ugrayan sinirlar
geleneksel politikanin dayanaklarindan birisi olan igerisi- disarisi dikotomisini zorlarken savasin
dayapisini doniistiiriir. Bunun sonuglarindan biri, savasin sinirlarinin uzamsal ve zamansal olarak
belirsizlesmesidir. Siiresi, aktorleri ve sinirlari belirsiz bu ¢atisma halini analiz eden Foucault,
Clausewitz'in savas-siyaset iliskisine dair saptamalarinin tersine cevirir: “Savas siyasetin baska
araclarla siirdiirtilmesi olabilir, ama bizzat siyaset giderek politika savasin baska araclar ile
stirdiiriilmesidir” (2008, s. 31).

Devletlerin silahli catismalarla ilgili kavrayisi degismistir. Karsilikli bagimliligin
yogunlastig1 kiiresellesme siirecinde, devletler i¢cin tarafsizlik ya da tek taraflilik tercih edilen bir
strateji olmaktan ¢ikmistir. Ulusal ve uluslararasi giivenligin ¢ok yonlii ve karsilikli boyutlari
devletleri siddet kullanimini paylasacaklar1 yeni olusumlara yoneltmistir (Held & Grew, 2007).
Kiiresellesme siireci, terdrizm, cevresel felaketler, salgin hastaliklar gibi sinir 6tesi tehditler
cercevesinde ulusal ve uluslararasi giivenlik anlayisi yeniden insa edilmis ve Neo-liberal
politikalarin etkisi ile giivenlik alan1 da piyasaya acilmistir (Tangor & Yalginkaya, 2010).
Kiiresellesme siireci ve ona eslik eden neo-liberal politikalar, devlet ve devlet dis1 aktorleri
kapsayan giivenlik yonetisimi araciligl ile savasa dair kavrayisi ve stratejileri degistirmistir.
Devletler catisma alanlarina dogrudan dahil olmak yerine devlet dis1 aktorleri de icine alan,
catismanin siyasi ve ekonomik maliyetini azaltan yapilanmalara dahil olmuslardir. Bu baglamda
gelenekselden farkli olarak, savaslar kiiresel bir iliski agina ve kiiresel bir finansmana
baglanmistir. Bircogu devlet i¢i olmakla birlikte artik savas, aktorleri ve ekonomik kaynaklari,
amaglari, yontemleri bakimindan kiiresel bir ériintii olusturmaktadir (Kaldor, 2013, s. 2-3).

Kaldor (1999, s. 3), Soguk Savas'in ardindan ortaya ¢ikan yeni bir organize siddet tiirii ile
kiiresellesmenin arasinda iliski kurmaktadir. Kiiresellesmenin, savas durumunu sadece
teknolojik gelismeler acisindan degil esasen toplumsal iliskileri déniistiirmesi bakimindan bir
devrim yarattifini savunmustur. Kiiresellesme stirecinin etkilerine giderek daha fazla maruz
kalmalariyla birlikte 6zellikle zayif ya da basarisiz olarak adlandirilan devletlerde, devlet disi
aktorlerin dahil oldugu, kimlik hareketlerinin tetikledigi, kiiresel bir finansmana sahip olan ‘yeni
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savaslar’ yeni bir toplumsal fenomen yaratmistir. Devlet dis1 aktorlerin savasa dahil olmasi, mesru
siddet kullanma tekelinin degismesi, catismaya dahil olan aktdrler arasindaki asimetri,
catismanin kiiresel ekonomisi ve yeni kimlik hareketlerinin 6ne ¢ikmasi bu savaslarin en belirgin
ozelliklerindendir. Oysa geleneksel anlamda savasin sinirlar: belirli idi ve yasal bir cerceveye
sigabiliyordu. Savas, ulusal silahli kuvvetler arasinda, savasci ve sivil ayrimi agik sekilde,
uluslararasi1 hukuka uygun yerlesik kurallar altinda ve belirli bir alan ve zaman icerisinde
yuriitiilmekteydi. Savas siyasetin bir araci, bir parcasi ve fakat siyasetin tek hakimi degildi.
Foucault (2008, s. 31-34) gecmiste savas diizenlenirken, giiniimiizde savasin kendi yasal
cercevesini kurmak ve dayatmak suretiyle diizenleyici hale geldigine ve bu yeni tiir savaslarin
sinirlarinin uzamsal ve zamansal olarak belirsizlestigine isaret eder. Zaman ve mekanin sikistigi,
sinirlarin ortadan kalktig1 kiiresellesen zeminde, savasi sona erdirecek nihai bir muharebe olmaz
ve bu sebeple stirekli savasilmasi-kazanilmasi gerekir. Bu yeniden kavramsallastirma giintimiizde
‘baris’ donemindeKi bir¢ok catismay1 anlayabilmek adina 6nemlidir. Bu kiiresel savasin diismani,
kimlikler lizerinden tanimlandikg¢a kiiresel aglarla iliski kurabilmekte ve merkezsizlesmektedir.
Clausewitz'in liclemesindeki hiikiimetin egemenligi paylasilir olmus, ortaya ¢ikan hiikiimet disi
aktorlerin de katildigi bir ag olusmus, diisman bu agda daginiklasmis ve savas halini
normallestirmistir. Kiiresellesme sadece cografyaya dair algiy1 yeniden sekillendirmemis ayni
zamanda savasin mekansal ve zamansal sinirlarini da doniistiirmiis ve muglaklastirmistir.
Dolayisiyla klasik baris anlayisi da degismekte, baris, kesintili ateskes halinden ibaret
kalmaktadir. Suriye i¢ savasi, kiiresellesmenin bu ¢ok yonli etkilerinin izlenebilmesi bakimindan
onemli bir 6rnektir.

Suriye i¢ Savasi

2011'den itibaren Suriye Devlet Baskani Besar Esad'a kars1 ayaklanmalar, giderek rejim ve
muhalifler arasindaki bir i¢ savasa dontismiistiir. BM, 2021 yili itibari Suriye'deki ¢atismalarda
oldirtlen kisi sayis1 350.209 kisi olarak belirlemis, milyonlarca kisinin tilkeyi terk etmesi, basta
komsu iilkelerde olmak iizere diinya ¢apinda miilteci krizine sebep olmustur (OHCHR, 2021).
Suriye i¢ savasi, aktorler, stratejiler, finansman, siire¢ ve sonuglar1 bakimindan yeni bir ¢catisma
tlrini temsil etmektedir.

Protestolarin baslangic1 2011 yilinda, Dar'a’da bir grup gencin hiikiimet karsiti1 soylemleri
karsisinda gozaltina alinarak tutulduklar1 hapishanede polis tarafindan kétii muamele gérmeleri
ile baglamustir. Issizlik, yolsuzluk ve siyasi baskilar gibi i¢ sorunlarin yani sira Arap Bahari'nin da
etkisi ile lilkede demokrasi yanlis1 gésteriler baglamistir. Rejimin bariscil gosteriler karsisindaki
sert tepkisi bolgedeki olaylar1 daha da tirmanmistir. Bir bucuk y1l sonra, uluslararasi Kizil Hag,
resmi olarak bir i¢ savas ilan etmistir (BBC, 2012). Catismalar Halep’e sicramis ve aym yil
Urdiin’de ilk miilteci kamp1 agilmigtir. Rejim tarafindan kimyasal silah kullanimi iddialarinin
ardindan uluslararasi toplumun dikkati boélgeye cekilmistir. BM raporu, Suriye'de kimyasal silah
kullanildigina dair 'agik ve ikna edici' kanitlar oldugunu tespit etmistir (UN, 2013). BM Gilivenlik
Konseyi, Suriye'nin kimyasal silah stokunu imha etmemesi halinde Suriye'ye karsi giic
kullanmakla tehdit etmistir (UNSC, 2013). Dénemin ABD Baskani Obama, Kongre'den Suriye
hiikiimetine karsi saldiri icin yetki istedigini ilan etmisse de Cumhuriyetcilerin kontroliindeki
senatodan ilgili yasa gecmemistir. ABD, Rusya gibi uluslararas: giiclerin yani sira Iran, Suudi
Arabistan ve Tiirkiye gibi orta 6lgekte bolgesel giicler ve s6z konusu devletlerin destekledikleri
farkli gruplar arasinda siiregiden Suriye i¢ savasi, ¢cok sayida aktoriin asimetrik bir yap1 icinde yer
almasi bakimindan klasik savastan farklilasan dzellikler gostermektedir. Bu ¢ercevede, Suriye i¢
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savasinda bolgesel ve uluslararasi gii¢lerin dogrudan ya da bir takim olusumlar iizerinden
catismaya dahiliyeti aktorler arasinda bir asimetri ortaya ¢cikarmistir.

Suriye Muhalif ve Devrimci Gli¢gler Ulusal Koalisyonu, Demokratik Degisim icin Ulusal
Koordinasyon Komitesi en kapsayici iki grup olarak sayilsa da Esad rejimine muhalif gruplar
daginik bir yapilanma gostermektedirler. Temelde muhaliflerin demokratik bir rejim ortak hedefi
olsa da Suriye’nin, Siinni, Sii, Hristiyan, Alevi, Diirzi, Kiirt gibi bircok etnik ve dini azinliga sahip
bir iilke olmasi, catismalari etnik dinsel anlamda da derinlestirerek béliinmeler yaratmistir. ISID,
El Kaide, YPG gibi her biri ayr1 glindeme sahip bir dizi terérist olusum catismanin aktorleri olmus,
bolgesel ya da uluslararas: giigler tarafindan desteklenmislerdir. Rusya ve Iran ise rejime destek
verirken bircogu Hizbullah iiyesi, binlerce Sii milis iran tarafindan silahlandirilmistir. Suriye,
Siinni-Sii savasinin bir baska cephesi olarak acilmistir. ABD, 2014 yilinda Suriye'deki ISID
militanlarina karsi sinirli bir hava saldirisi diizenlemis, savasin baslangicindan bu yana Esad
rejimine askeri yardim saglayan Rusya, 2015 yilinda aktif olarak catismaya girmis ve catisma
stireci boyunca Cin ile birlikte Giivenlik Konseyi’'nin Suriye hiikiimetine karsi yaptirim kararlarini
veto etmistir (BBC News, 2017). ABD ve Rusya, Suriye topraklari lizerinde silahli gruplar
lizerinden bir vekalet savas yiiriitmiislerdir. ABD Bagkan1 Trump, Suriye'nin Rakka kentini ISID
militanlarindan geri alma ¢abalarinin bir parcasi olarak YPG'yi silahlandirmaya yonelik askeri
planlar1 onaylamistir. ABD liderliginde Batili iilkeler, ¢ogunlugunu YPG'li terérist gruplarin
olusturdugu Suriye Demokratik Giigleri ile ISID ile miicadele etmislerdir. Ayrica Tiirkiye YPG'ye
kars, Firat Kalkani, Zeytin Dali Harekati'ni ve Baris Pinar1 Harekatlarini yiirtitmiistiir. Hizbullah’in
bélgede giiclenmesinden endise duyan israil de zaman zaman hava saldirilar: diizenlemistir. Hem
bolgesel ve hem kiiresel miicadelenin zemini olarak Suriye i¢ savasi, devletler ve dis destekli
gruplar ve ¢ok aktorlii bir yapi sergilemektedir.

On yili askindir siiren savasin sivillere yansiyan boyutu ile Suriye i¢ savasinda siddete,
geleneksel anlamda bir baris antlasmasindan uzak olan ateskes bir ¢6ziim olarak sunulmustur.
Oysa klasik anlamda savaslar, bir savas ilaniyla baslayip baris antlasmasiyla sona ermekteydi.
Suriye i¢ savasinda ise taraflarin uzlasmaya vardigi tartismali ateskesler ile nihai bir barisa
ulasilmaktan uzak goriinmektedir. 2017 yilinda, Trump ve Putin, Suriye'nin glineybatisindaki tig
ilde smirli bir ateskes konusunda anlasmis olsa da bu catismasizlik hali Suriye’nin Sam’i
bombalamasi ile sona ermistir (Riegert, 2017). Devam eden ¢atisma boyunca, ¢ogu BM tarafindan
desteklenen baris gériismeleri icin bir¢ok girisimde bulunulmustur. Ancak 2014 yilindan itibaren
BM'nin arabuluculugunda Cenevre goriismelerinden sonug alinamadigi gibi 2017 yilinda Tiirkiye,
Rusya ve Iran garantérliigiinde siirdiiriilen Astana gériismeleri de halen devam etmektedir.
Stratejiler ve siire¢ bakimindan Suriye i¢ savasi, klasik cephe savaslarindan farkli bir
goriinimdedir.

Suriye i¢ savasi, stratejileri bakimindan geleneksel olandan olduke¢a farklilasmaktadir.
Savasin ve siddet kullanma tekelinin devletin kontroliinden ¢ikmasi ile geleneksel savastan
oldukca farklilasan stratejiler karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Suriye i¢ savasi, hava bombardimani, havan
topu saldirilari, kimyasal silah kullanimy, iskenceler, yerinden edilme, tecaviiz, kolelestirme, aglik,
talan gibi cesitli stratejiler ile siddetini gostermektedir. Burada klasik anlamda nihai bir muharebe
olmadig1 gibi savas, “karsi grubu etkisiz hale getirmek, tiiketmek” lzerine sekillendirilen
stratejilerle yiiriitilmektedir (Miinkler, 2010). Suriye’de savasinin sivil asker ayirt etmeksizin
stiren siddeti, geleneksel savasin siddetinden oldukca farklilasmaktadir. Rejimi destekleyen
Suriye Ulusal Savunma Ordusu, Suriye Silahli Kuvvetleri, Shabiha Sii ordusu, Liibnan Hizbullahi,
Iran Devrim Muhafizlarinin yani sira Ozgiir Suriye Ordusu basta olmak iizere rejim karsit1 bir dizi
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grup Suriye’de siddet tekelinin 6zerklesmesinin 6nemli bir 6rnegini vermektedir. Hem devlet hem
de devlet dis1 aktorler, askerler, milisler, yabanci parali askerler, cihatcilar ve sekiiler gruplarin
cogu savas alaninda gerilla taktikleri ve sehir savasi ile siddetin en ug 6rneklerini géstermislerdir
(Malantowicz, 2013, s. 57). Kendi iclerinde de daginik bir yapilanma gésteren bu gruplarin, askeri
disiplin ve tutarhliktan olduk¢a uzak bir yapiya sahip olmalar1 sivillere yansiyan kontrolsiiz
siddeti beraberinde getirmistir. Catismadan c¢ikar saglayan ¢ok sayida grubun savasin kazanilmasi
yoniinde bir motivasyonunun olmayisi siddetin siireklilestirmesine ve savasin uzayip gitmesine
sebep olmustur. Kaldor (2019), Suriye’yi de dahil ettigi bu yeni savas bi¢imini, ¢ok sayida silahli
grubun kazanmaktan ziyade siddetten daha fazlasin elde ettigi toplumsal bir durum, ortak bir
girisim olarak tanimlamaktadir.

Suriye’de catisan taraflar ekonomik olarak disaridan destek almakta ve savas kiiresel ¢capta
finanse edilmektedir. Rejim giicleri, mali ve/veya askeri olarak iran ve Rusya’dan destek
almaktayken, muhalifler, kiiresel giliclerin yami sira bolge devletleri tarafindan da
desteklenmektedirler. Ornegin, Suriye Demokratik Giicleri (SDG), ABD ve miittefiklerinden
dogrudan askeri destek almistir (Reuters, 2017). Dahasi ISID'in kaynaklar1 2014 ve 2015 yillar
arasinda zirveye ulasmis ve tahmini 2,2 milyar ABD dolar1 yillik geliri onu diinya tarihinin en
zengin teror orgilitli haline getirmistir. Firat'in dogusundaki bolgelerdeki istikrar projeleri icin
ABD ve Suudi Arabistan 300 milyon dolarin iizerinde mali destek saglamistir. Ayn1 zamanda
catisan gruplar arasinda tarim iriinleri, petrol, endiistriyel ekipman, titiin iriinleri, giyim
tiriinleri, dogal gaz ve gida maddeleri 6zelinde ciddi bir ticaret, degis tokus hacmi vardir (Turkawi,
2018). Ayrica Suriye’de gruplar, yagma, adam kagirma, gasp, uyusturucu ticareti, karaborsa,
kacakellik, fidye gibi suc teskil eden faaliyetlerle beslenen bir ekonomiye sahiptir (CoinsWeekly,
2021).

Sonug

Klasik anlamda savas, politikanin bir araci olarak, devletler ve onlarin diizenli ordulari
arasinda, savas ilani ile baslayip ve belirli bir zaman ve mekanda yiritilmekte ve bir baris
antlasmasi ile sona ermekteydi. Ancak diinya ¢capinda ekonomik, toplumsal ve siyasal seviyedeki
yogun etkilesim ve karsilikli bagimlilik sinirlarin ortadan kalktigi kiiresel bir kdy tasavvuru
yaratmistir. Kiiresellesme zaman ve mekanin sikismasi olarak uluslararasi iliskilerin temel
kabullerini yeniden diisiinmeye zorlamaktadir. Savas, bu kavramlarin basinda gelmektedir.
Ozellikle Soguk Savasin ardindan etnik dinsel kimlik motivasyonlu devlet ici catismalar ve
ardindan gelen parcalanma siirecleri, savas ve baris kavramlarini yeniden degerlendirme
ihtiyacim1 beraberinde getirmistir. Bu catismalar, devlet dis1 aktdrlerin rol almasi, kiiresel bir
finansmana sahip olmalar1 ve devletin siddet kullanma tekelini agsindirmasi bakimindan klasik
savaslardan oldukca farklilasmaktadir. Savasi bitiren nihai bir muharebe olmadigi gibi asker-sivil
ve cephe-cephe arkasi gibi klasik ayrimlarin ortadan kalktig1 gériilmektedir. Bu baglamda savasin
siddeti kendisini iskence, yagma, talan, yerinden edilme, tecaviiz gibi stratejiler lizerinden
gostermekte ve bu savaslarin siiresi uzun yillara yayilmaktadir. Suriye i¢ savasi, etnik dinsel
kimlik hareketlerinin 6énemli rol oynadigy, bolgesel ve kiiresel seviyede, devletlerin ve devlet disi
gruplarin yer aldig, kiiresel bir finansmana sahip ve sivillere yonelik siddetin en ug¢ 6rneklerinin
yasandigl yeni bir savas bicimini temsil etmektedir. Miinkler’in (2018) 30 y1l savaslari ile anoloji
kurdugu bélge icin “sonunda savasin bitirilmesi icin miizakereler yapilmasina gotiiren sey, genis
topraklarin harap edilmesi ve buralardaki niifusun yok edilmesiyle baglantili olarak kendilerinin
de bitkin diismeleriydi. Bu, Yakin Dogu icin iyi bir haber degil” uyarisi bu baglamda dikkate

47



degerdir. Bu ¢ercevede bolge icin gosterilen tiim baris ¢abalari, ¢atismanin yeni karakteristigini
hesaba katmak zorundadir.
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iktidar, Ordu ve Ozne: Kavalali Mehmed Ali Pasa Yonetimini Yeniden Yorumlamak

Mansur BAKIR*

0z

Misir tarihinin doniim noktasi olan ve modernlesme siirecinin baslangici olarak kabul edilen Kavalali
Mehmed Ali Pasa donemi 19.yy’da siyasi manada Avrupa’nin dogusunda yer alan bolgelerde neset eden en
miihim kurumsal devlet insa projelerinden birinin de dogum evresiydi. Ozelde Misir genelde ise biitiin bir
Orta Dogu’yu etkileyen bu zaman dilimi ayni zamanda klasik yollardan uzaklasarak modern bir ordunun
ingsasin1 ve yeni bir devlet-6zne iliskileri aginin da yaratilmasini icermekteydi. Kavalali yoénetiminin
kurumsal ordu ve yeni iktidar aglari insa etme siirecini inceleyecek olan bu ¢calisma tabii olarak mevzubahis
kavramsal tartismalara dair pek ¢ok eser veren Michel Foucault'un goriislerini ele alarak déneme dair bir
sorgulama gerceklestirmeyi ve kronolojik ilerlemeyi bir kenara birakarak Kavalali idaresine yonelik yeni
bir siyasi yorum yapmay1 amag¢lamaktadir. Zira ortada bir politik otorite ve bu otoritenin diizenli ordu
kurmak suretiyle genc Misirh erkekler ile insa ettigi bir iktidar-6zne iliskisi mevcuttur. iktidar pratiklerinin
nasil tesekkiil ettigi, Misirli erkeklerin direnis ¢abalarini ve nihai olarak ordu ile benlikleri arasinda
kurduklar baglantidan yola ¢ikarak kendi 6z tanimlamalarin1 anlamak siyasi tarih agisindan 6énem arz
etmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Asker, Disiplin, Siddet, Iktidar, Direnme
Power, the Army and the Subject: A Reinterpretation of the Rule of Muhammad Ali Pasha
Abstract

The period of Muhammad Ali Pasha, which is considered to be the turning point in Egyptian history
and the beginning of the modernization process, was also the birth phase of one of the most important
institutional state building projects that emerged in the east of Europe in the during the 19th century. This
time period, which affected Egypt in particular and the whole Middle East in general, also included the
construction of a modern army by moving away from classical ways and the creation of a new state-subject
relations network. This study, which will examine the process of building a corporate army and new power
networks in the Muhammad Ali Pasha’s administration, aims to make an inquiry about the period and to
make a new political interpretation of the Pasha’s regime by leaving the chronological progress aside, based
on the views of Michel Foucault, who has written many works on the conceptual debates in question.
Because there is a political authority and a power-subject relationship that this authority established with
Egyptian young men by building a regular army. It is important for political history to understand how
power practices came about, how Egyptian men defined their resistance efforts and ultimately how they
defined themselves based on the bond they formed with the army.

Keywords: Soldier, Discipline, Violence, Power, Resistance

Giris

Osmanli siyasi sahasinin en 6nemli bolgelerinden biri olan Misir, imparatorlugun geri kalan
kisimlarina benzer bir kurumsal ve merkezi askeri 6rgiitlenmeye sahip olmakla birlikte kendine
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has Memliik yapilanmasiyla diger vilayetlerden ayrisiyordu. Ancak 1798-1801 yillar1 arasinda
iilkede yasanan Fransiz isgali Misirli entelektiiellerin bilincinde yer alan mevcut askeri
orgiitlenme kavramina yonelik biiyiik bir siiphe ve sorgulama uyandirdi. Bu gelismelere bizzat
taniklik eden kaynaklara bakildig1 zaman, asker sayisina iliskin tartismalari bir kenara birakacak
olursak, Fransiz birliklerinin modern silahlar ve tekniklerle yogrulmus bir makine gibi ilerledigini,
Memliklerin ise klasik atli savasci profiline sahip olduklar1 goriilmektedir. Dénemin en énemli
aydinlarindan biri olan Abdurrahman El-Ceberti atlarinin iistiinde baltalar, tiifekler ve mizraklar
tasiyan Misirh savascilarin Fransiz ordusunun taktiksel atislari altinda ugradiklari hezimeti
ozellikle vurgulamaktadir (Al-Jabarti, 2004: 8). Napolyon'un sekreteri olarak bu seferde gorev
yapan bir Fransiz subay ise aclik, susuzluk ve ¢6l sicagi altinda ilerleyen birliklerin tiim bu
olumsuzluklara ragmen kazandiklari savaslari uzun uzadiya anlatmaktadir (De Bourienne, 2004:
141-142). Bu anlatilardan yola ¢ikildigi zaman 1805 yilinda baslayan Kavalal iktidari ile Misir'da
gerceklesen askeri modernlesmenin seyri ortaya cikmaktadir.

Modernlesme anlatisinin en 6énemli noktalarindan biri gérece 6zerk yapilar1 bir arada
bulunduran imparatorluk anlayisindan merkezi devlet sistemine gecis olarak adlandirilabilir.
Buradaki merkezilesme salt idari ve politik olarak degil ayn1 zamanda sosyolojik olarak da vuku
bulmaktadir. Devletin vergi alma karsiiginda bir takim koruma haklari sundugu klasik
imparatorluk anlayis1 modernlesme siireciyle birlikte, siirati icinde bulundugu kosullara bagh
olarak, reayadan vatandasa gec¢isin yaratmis oldugu yeni hak ve yiikimlilikleri ortaya
cikarmistir. 18.yy’1n ikinci yarisiyla birlikte asker 6znesi kendini yeniden lireten bir yapiya
entegre olmus ve herhangi bir yetenegi olmayan beden makinelestirilmis; yani koylii baski ve
disiplin yoluyla askerlestirilmistir (Foucault, 2014, 168). Bu tanim Kavalali Mehmed Ali Pasa
idaresinin Misir'da uyguladig1 sistemin en veciz 6zeti olarak tanimlanabilir. Fakat disiplin
pratiklerine maruz kalan bedenler bir tiir kélecilik nesnesi haline gelmemislerdir. Amac¢ bedeni
sahiplenmek degil, terbiye ederek amaca uygun sekilde kullandirmaktir (Foucault, 1992: 161).
Buradan yola c¢ikarak bir yorum yapacak olursak; modern ordularin iiyeleri meta olarak
goriilmemekte ancak iktidarin amacina uygun olarak hareket etmektedirler. Zira bir askerin
yetistirilmesi ve yeniden iiretimi zahmetli bir siireci icerir ve beden eskisi gibi kolaylikla ikame
edilecek bir varlik olmaktan ¢ikmistir. Politik olarak kullanilmak amaciyla terbiyeden gecirilen
Ozne artik kendi askerlik bilincine varmis ve orduyu somut bir kan bagi1 aramaksizin tabi oldugu
yeni hanesi olarak gormeye baslamis ve bu hanenin miicadelesini i¢csellestirmistir.

Dogu diinyasinda 19.yy’da hiz kazanan modernlesme hareketinin bir diger 6nemli 6zelligi
ise, kendilerinden 6nceki 6rneklere uygun olacak sekilde, yeni kurumsal devletin toplumun her
kesimine ve daha evvel gayri resmi olarak addedilen yasama degin genis bir alana sirayet etmeyi
hedeflemesi ve birey-devlet arasindaki iliskileri yeniden kurgulamaya calismasidir. Orta Dogu
cografyasim ele aldigimiz zaman Misir, Osmanli Devleti ve Iran hudutlar dahilinde yasanan kriz
ve miicadelelerin 6nemli kismi mevzubahis doniisiimiin birer sonucu olarak ortaya ¢ikmislardir.

Devlet ve birey/6zne arasindaki modern iliski aginin en 6nemli sacayaklarindan biri
askerlik pratigidir. Klasik imparatorluklarin bir nevi elit-seckin faaliyeti olarak ele aldiklar1 bu
meslek, modern devletle birlikte tabana yayilan bir ylikimlilik halini almis ve daha evvel
barindirdig1 farkhiliklarin aksine kendi icinde tek tiplesme yoluna gitmistir. Ordunun
makinelesmesi olarak adlandirabilecegimiz bu yeni sistemde hiyerarsik gecis kesin kaideler ve
kontrole baglanmis, daima faaliyet icerisinde bulunan bir canli yap1 ortaya koymus ve ulus-devlet
/ modern-devlet icerisinde yasayan siradan erkekler icin benimsenecek yeni bir kimlik
sunmustur. Bu kimlik yasadiklari iilkeye ve hizmet ettikleri devlet iizerinden kendilerini
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tanimlamalarini ayrica kademeli olarak ilerleyen bir baghlik hissetmelerini saglamistir. Bireylerin
etnik veya cografi kimligi, vatandaslig1 ve orduya baglh bir 6zne olarak askerligi benimsemeleri
modern devletin en 6nemli basarilarindan biridir.

Modernizasyon hareketinin sonucunda birbirlerinin vazifelerini yerine getirebilen
bireylerden miitesekkil olan ve bir liderin etrafinda toplanarak ilerleyen klasik ordu anlayisi
yerine araci liderlerin, askerlerin ve teknisyenlerin bulundugu; gérevde uzmanlasmanin 6nem
kazandig1 ve hiyerarsinin piramit seklinde kurgulandig1 genis bir yapi insa edilmistir (Foucault,
2014, 146). Bir diger miithim nokta ise Foucault'un, her tiirlii iktidar iliskileri igcerisinde, bireyi reel
bir veri olarak degil, tarihsel manada insa edilmis bir 6zne olarak ele almasidir. Burada belirtilen
0zne etken olmaktan uzak; devletin ve diger bilirokratik kurumlarin insa ettigi bir kimliktir. Bu
kimligin en asikar Ornegi ise birbirlerine yeknesak sekilde benzeyen, aralarinda goérev ve
hiyerarsik farkliliklarin oldugu ve bir araya geldiklerinde ordu isimli genis yapiy1 olusturan asker
Oznesidir. Asker kimliginin hem bireysel hem de kurumsal manada kabulii duygularin ve
diisiincelerin kontrol edilmesi, sinirlandirilmasit ve kayit altina alinmasiyla mimkiin hale
gelmektedir. Bu eylemi gerceklestirmek icin de modern anlayisin fiiliyata doktiigi giic iliskilerini
ve disiplin fikrini anlamak gereklidir.

1800’1 yillarin ilk yarisinda Misir'da ordunun kurgulanmasini ve askerlik pratigini ele alan
bu ¢alismada Kavalali Mehmed Ali Pasa’nin Nil nehri etrafinda tarim yapan ve yonetici-reaya farki
tzerinden kendisini tanimlayan koyli erkeklerden miitesekkil bir ordu kurmasi, yeni iktidar
iligkileri gelistirmesi ve tiim bu gelismeler karsisinda 6znenin kendini konumlandirmasi baslica
noktalar olacaktir. Misir ordusunun sadece bir askeri yapilanma degil ayni zamanda tilkedeki
reformlarin da lokomotif giicii oldugunu goz oniine alirsak, modern Misir devletinin insasinin
kokenlerine inmek ve bir despotun kurmaya calistig1 sistemle siradan insanlarin iliskilerine
egilmek tarihsel bir gercekligin politik olarak yeniden okunmasini saglayacaktir. Bu okumanin
klasik kronolojinin aksine Foucault’'un goriisleriyle gerceklestirilmesi siyaset ve tarih arasindaki
birlikteligi g6z dniine sermek agisindan da énemli bir veri saglayacaktir.

1. Siradan Koylilden Homo Militaris’e: Modern Misir Ordusunun insasi

Kavalali Mehmed Ali Pasa Misir’da iktidari ele gegirdikten sonra iki temel meseleyi ¢6zmeye
calismisty; muhalifleri politika veya siddet yoluyla ekarte etmek ve baghliklar: zayif olan silahh
birlikler yerine modern bir ordu insa etmek. Pasa her iki asamay1 da basariyla tamamladiktan
sonra 1820 yilinda takriben 10 bin kisilik bir orduyu Sudan’1 ele gecirmeye yollamisti. Cesitli
politik ve ekonomik kaygilarin yani sira bu seferin bir diger amaci miimkiin olan en fazla sayida
Sudanliyi esir etmek ve orduda kullanilmak maksadiyla Misir’a yollamakti. Ancak bu girisim kisa
siire sonra ¢ikmaz bir hal almis, zira Sudan topraklarini kontrol etmek masraflar1 arttirmus, iilkede
tam hakimiyet tesis edilememis ve toplanan kolelerin 6nemli bir kismi yollarda telef olmustu
(Fahmy, 2010: 85-87). Bu gercekligin farkina varan Kahire yonetimi ise Sudanli kolelerden
vazgecerek kendisine yeni bir av se¢misti; Misirli kdyliler.

1822 yilina gelindiginde Misir’in dort bir yaninda askere toplama kampanyasi baslatiimisti.
Binlerce Misirl erkek giindelik yasamlarinin bir pargasi olan topraktan koparilmis ve Nil nehri
etrafinda insa edilmekte olan garnizonlara kapatilmisti. Elbette askerligi bir nevi angarya ve
esaret olarak goren fellahlar acisindan bu yeni gelisme bir felaket anlamina geliyordu. Ancak
iktidarin zor kullanarak asker toplama pratiklerinin yetersizligi ikinci bir yol olarak yumusak
giiciin kullanimini da zorunlu tutmaktaydi. Diinyevi iktidarin etkisi altina giren ulema donemin en
gilicli propagandistleri olarak sosyal hayatin her alanindan askere katilim icin vaazlar
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vermekteydiler (Marsot, 1994: 128-129). Ulema sinifinin toplum nezdindeki itibar1 ve medreseler
ile camiler vasitasiyla iilkenin dort bir yanina ulasma imkanlar1 ele alindig1 zaman iktidarin
Ozneleri dort bir yandan kusattifini sdylemek yanlis olmayacaktir. Kavalali Mehmed Ali Pasa
koyliileri toplamaya calisan oglu ibrahim Paga’ya yazdig1 bir mektupta fellahlarin askerlige aliskin
olmadiklarini ve zor yerine ikna yoluyla orduya katilimlarini tavsiye etmektedir. Ona gore vaizler
isttihdam ederek askerligin tesvik edilmesi ve Fransizlarin [Misir'dayken] inanclarina bagh
olmalar1 nedeniyle ordularinda hizmet etmeleri icin Kiptileri toplamalarinin ne kadar kolay
oldugunun hatirlatilmasi, dindarhklari ve islam't savunmadaki sevkleriyle alevlenen fellahlar igin
kesinlikle daha etkili olacakti (Fahmy, 1998: 429). Fakat pratige bakildigi zaman Misir
koyliilerinin bile isteye orduya katilmalar: diisiik seviyede ilerlemistir. Zor kullanma, fiziksel
saldir1 ve tehditler insanlarin ailelerini ve tarlalarin1 birakmalar: i¢in temel itici gii¢c olmustur.
Hakeza kdy seyhlerinin yasamis olduklari yerlesim birimindeki saglikli ve geng erkekleri ordu icin
toplama gorevleri ki bu vazife riisvet alma veya kendi yakinlarim1 saklayip rakip ailelerin
cocuklarini silahaltina alma gibi pratiklerle istismar edilmekteydi, devletin mevzubahis 6znelere
ulasmasini kolaylastirmistir (Marsot, 1994: 116). Kisacas1 Misir koylisii iktidarin tiim imkanlari
kullanilarak kusatilmis, zihni manada ulemanin fiziki manada ise devletin ve koy seyhlerinin her
tirli tasallutuna maruz birakilmistir. Aslinda burada o©nemli olan nokta, Foucault'un
diisiincesiyle, kurumsal giicii inkar etmeden ancak iktidarin mikro-baglamsal etkilesimlerden
meydana geldigini iddia ederek yorum yapmaktir. Zira iktidar belirli bir grup veya kisi tarafindan
ele gecirilen bir meta olmaktan ziyade bir etkilesim siirecinin pargasidir ve daima her yerde hazir
durumdadir (Porter, 1996: 60).

Toplama veya avlama islemi gerceklestikten sonraki temel hedef bu koyliileri modern bir
ordunun ne anlama geldigi, nasil yaratilacagi ve yeni savas pratiklerinin neler oldugu hususunda
egiterek askere dontistiirmekti (Mitchell, 1991: 36). 1824 yilinda zorunlu askerlik ve diger baskici
politikalara kars1 Yukar1 Misir'da baslayan bir isyan Pasanin ordusunun sadakatini sitnamak icin
6zel bir imkan sundu. Garnizonlardan c¢ikan yiizlerce asker aralarinda kendi akrabalar ve
komsular1 bulunan isyancilara karsi sert bir miidahalede bulunmus ve 6nemli bir kismim
katletmisti (Fahmy, 2010: 94). Bu olay artik kendisini koyli degil asker olarak tanimlayan
6znelerin birkag yil icerisinde ugradig1 degisimi gozler ontine sermektedir. Peki nasil oldu da bu
insanlar dogduklar1 giinden itibaren benliklerinin bir parcasi olan toplumsal baglar1 bir kenara
birakarak hayatlar1 boyunca gérmedikleri bir muktedirin emrini yerine getirmislerdir?

Ordu ve ona bagli okul ve hastane gibi kurumlarin tamaminda keskin bir hiyerarsik ayrim,
disiplin takibat1 ve gorevde uzmanlasma gerekmektedir. Kavalalh Mehmed Ali Pasa da koyliilerin
talim ve terbiyesinde temel olarak bu hedeflere ulasmay1 ¢alismistl. Sozgelimi bireyleri 1slah
etmek icin kullanilan cezalandirma teknikleri sadece korku yayma amaciyla uygulanmamaktaydi.
Burada gergeklestirilmeye calisilan asil mevzu kurallara, emirlere ve sistemli hale gelen otoriteye
boyun egen bir 6zne yaratmaktir (Foucault, 1992: 161). Bu reformlarin 6énemli bir kismi fiziksel
varlik ve mekan vasitasiyla kesintisiz bir iktidar diizenegi olusturmay1 ve mikro-iktidarin disiplin
pratiklerini hayata gecirmeyi isaret etmekteydi (Mitchell, 1991: 93). Ancak klasik bir Misirlinin
goziinde askere alinmak ayni1 zamanda koéleligin de bir tecessiimii olarak goriilmekteydi. Zira bu
koylii topragindan koparilacak, ailevi baglari kesilecek ve kendi dar yerlesim birimiyle sinirli olsa
dahi hareket serbestisinden mahrum kalacaktl. Bu aslinda askeriyedeki disiplin yaklasiminin
diger iktidar kurumlarina nazaran daha ayrintili ve totaliter olmasinin de bir neticesiydi. S6z
gelimi disiplin kavrami hapishane ve manastirlarda boyun egme, fabrikalarda daha fazla iiretme,
okullarda iletisim iliskilerini diizenleme seklinde ortaya ¢ikarken, siddetin denetimli bir sekilde
uygulanmasini amaglayan orduda her ii¢ disiplin sekli de kullanilmaktaydi (Bréckling, 2008: 41).
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Misir idaresinin de en basta zorlandig1 kisim bu insanlarin kabul ettikleri ve askerligin bir nevi
angarya cesidi oldugu fikrini degistirmek ve toprakla olan baglarini en az seviyeye indirmek
olmustu. Misir ordusu i¢in toplatilip kamplara kapatilan bu erlerin bireysel veya toplu sekilde
tarimsal faaliyetlere katilmalari engellenmis, aileleriyle gecirdikleri zaman dilimi kisitlanmis ve
ilk yillarda bu askerlerin aileleri tarafindan kisla ve kamplar etrafinda kurulan gecekondular
dagitilmisti (Fahmy, 2010: 117-118). Her haliikarda bu uygulamalarin basarili olmasi i¢in 6znenin
itaat etmesi gerekmekteydi. Zira iktidarin sadece baski ve siddet yoluyla 6zneleri etkilemesi ayni
zamanda kendisinin zafiyetine sebebiyet verebilirdi.

Disipline edici bir kavram olarak ceza Misir ordusunun Kisa silire icerisinde
makinelesmesinin énemli etkenlerinden biriydi. Mehmet Ali Pasa’nin sadece orduda degil ayni
zamanda toplum arasinda yaymis oldugu cezalandirici iktidar hissi Misirlilar arasinda bir nevi
heyulanin dolagmasina sebep olmustu. Oyle ki Pasa kiiltii iilkenin dort bir yanindaki yerlesim
birimlerinde hissedilen bir diinyevi iktidarin tecessiim etmis haliydi. Bedensel ceza uygulamalari
ise tarihin her sathasinda gerek siyasi gerekse askeri olusumlarin tamaminda goériilen bir pratikti.
Dayak, hapis, kirbag ve 6liim cezalar1 hem bedenin 1slah edilmesi hem de diger 6znelerin disipline
edilmesi i¢cin vazgecilmez olarak goriilmiistiir. 18.yy'in sonlarina dek Avrupa monarsilerinde sug
sadece yasanin ihlali degil ayn1 zamanda krala hakaret olarak goriiliiyor ve ceza da kralligin
sucluya reaksiyonu olarak ele aliniyordu. Ancak 19.yy’dan itibaren cezaya verilen tepki 6znelerin
donistiriilmesini amaglamanin yani sira sucluyu toplumun geri kalanindan tecrit etmeyi ve
menfaatler s6z konusu oldugunda kullanilmas1 makul bir tabaka yaratmayi hedeflemekteydi
(Foucault, 2011: 173).

Misirh tarihgi Khalid Fahmy’e gore 1830 yilinda yiriirlige giren Filaha Kanunu’'ndaki
maddelerin neredeyse yarisi kamu zararina sebep olanlara kirbag cezasi vermekte; boylece
bedene eziyetten ziyade toplum icinde asagilanma pratigi gostererek diger 6znelere haddi
asmanin sonuclarini gostermekteydi (Fahmy, 2010: 124). Fakat bir diger calismaya gore bu
cezalar kanunen belli sartlara baglanmis ve viicutta uygulanacag yerler kesinlestirilmis, yanls
uygulamalara karsi yoneticilere mali takibat yapilacag: belirtilmisti (Peters, 1990: 2015). Ordu
icerisinde yasanan aksaklik ve suclara karsi 6ngortlen cezalar ise sivil hayata nazaran bariz
farkliliklar icermekteydi. Askeri yasalara gore suc¢ (ciirm ve zenub), ceza (tedibat) ve cezayl
uygulayacak subay (miieddib) arasinda kesin bir bag kurulmus; bedensel cezalar yerine sucun
biiytikligiine gore hapis cezalari uygulanmisti. Burada amaglanan sey cezanin dehsetini degil, sug
islenmesi halinde cezalandirmanin kesin olarak uygulanacagini géostermekti (Fahmy, 2010: 134-
135). Hakeza suga ve cezaya bagli olarak miieddibin degismesi hem hiyerarsiye vurgu yapilmasi
hem de is boliimiiniin agiga ¢ikarilmasi agisindan miithim bir 6rnek tegkil etmektedir. Bu uygulama
subaylarin kendi alt gruplarini daima denetlemesi ve erlerin de siirekli olarak izlendiklerine dair
bir algi olusmasina sebebiyet vermekteydi. Zira astsubaylar kendi gérevlerinin yani sira iktidarin
gozetmenleri olarak da faaliyet gosterirler (Foucault, 2014: 51). Gerek Filaha Kanunu gerekse
askeri kanunlarda viicuda dair, eskiye nazaran, farkli tutumlarin takinilmasi ayni zamanda insan
bedenin algilanisi ve ehemmiyetindeki degisimle ilgilidir, hele ki bu beden bir askere ait ise. Zira
asker yeri hizlica doldurulacak veya 6lmesi makul ve olagan olan bir varliktan olmaktan ¢ikmis;
tam tesekkiilli ve basarili yetismesi icin belli bir egitimden gecmis ve diger o6znelerle
gerceklestirdigi senkronizasyona uygun sekilde yetenekli hale gelmisti. Artik asker savasta 6lmesi
siradan olan bir meta degil, tam aksine yasamasi gereken bir varlik halini almisti1 (Foucault, 2014:
150). Askeri okula veya kislaya heniiz kapatilan 6grencilerin ve erlerin egitim, barinma ve
beslenme gibi giderlerinin yani sira techizat ve silahlarla tatbikatlar yapilmasi her bir bireye
hazineden ayrilan biitceyi arttirirken ayni zamanda bu insanlar1 degerli hale getirmekteydi.
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Moderniteyle birlikte iktidar salt giice ve 6liim cezasi uygulama yetkisine sahip bir egemenden,
0zne de egemene bu konuda itaat etmesi gereken bir karakter olmaktan c¢ikmis, iktidar
mesruiyetini halkin arasina indirmeye ve ayni zamanda toplumu sekillendirmeye karar vermisti
(McGushin, 2005: 641). Zira bedenin ciizi bir yatirim aracina déniismiis olmasi aslinda kiilli bir
aygit olan orduya yatirimin da ilk adimi1 manasina gelmekteydi. Bu bedenleri sirayla ele almak, her
birinin kapasitesini belirleyerek standart hale getirmek ve birlestirmek ise iktidarin varligini her
alanda hissettirmesiyle gerceklesebilir. iktidarin zamani, uzmanlasma amaciyla, teorik ve pratik,
cirak ve kidemli, askeri okul ve silahli hizmet gibi paralel parcalara ayirmasi; egitimi pratigin
tekrar1 yerine talimnameler vasitasiyla sistemlestirmesi; 6zneleri tek tek ele alarak genele
uygunlugunu sinamasi ve hiyerarsik siniflar1 arasindaki farklilik veya ortakliklari belirleyerek her
bir grubu o6zel talimlere tabi tutmasi bir organizma olarak ordunun sermayelestirilmesi ve
denetlenmesi acisindan 6nemlidir (Foucault, 1992: 196-197).

Klasik askeri birimlerin bireye sunmus oldugu hareket serbestisi ve genis bir yapi icerisinde
anonim kalma imkani modern bir ordu icerisinde gorece zor ve hatta tarihin ileriki safthalarinda
imkansiz hale gelmistir. Disipline edilen ve muntazam bir sekle sokulan Misir ordusu her bir
6znenin incelendigi, hiyerarsik kategorilere ayrildig1 ve tiim faaliyetlerinin kayit altina aldig1
biiylik bir gézlem evi olarak diisliniilebilir. Her bir askerin ve kogusun numaralandirilmasi,
tiniformalar vasitasiyla zaman, mekan ve hiyerarsi farklar1 goz oniline alinarak etiketleme
yapilmas1 ve askeri techizatin kayit altina alinmasi 6znelerin kendi 6z benliklerini yeniden
kurgulamalarina sebebiyet vermekteydi. Makinelesmenin bir diger 6nemli sac ayagini ise hic
stiphesiz zaman kavrami olusturuyordu. Piyadelerin yliriiylis esnasinda ayak bilekleri arasindaki
farkin 60 cm olmasi ve dakika basinda 76 adim atmalar1 yonetmelikle belirlenmis; hangi askeri
grubun ne zaman yikanacagi veya tiras olacagi, ne zaman talim yapacagi ve kiyafetlerini ne kadar
sure icerisinde degistirecekleri talimnameler yoluyla dikte edilerek zaman ile eylem arasindaki
dogal bag koparilmis ve bunun yerine fiilin pratige dokilecegi “vakit araligl” olarak yeniden
kurgulanmistir (Fahmy, 2010: 141-42).

Talim ve tatbikatlar, merasim yiiriiyiisleri ve hatta bizatihi savas esnasinda askerlerin hal
ve hareketlerini muntazam bir sekilde gerceklestirmeleri ve yekviicut olmalari zaman ve beden
arasinda kurulan yeni iliskinin yansimasidir. Askeri tatbikat, giiciin bu yeni mikro fizigini
pekistirerek kitaptan teknige tasimis, insani nesneye baglayan hareketleri analiz etmis,
kataloglamis ve parcalara ayirmustir. iktidar nezdinde beden toptan degil parcali olarak, hizaya
getirilmesi gereken sayisiz bireysel bilesenin bir boliimii varsayimiyla ele alinmistir (Smith, 2008:
276). Misir askerlerinin bedenleri de tam olarak bu goriise paralel olacak sekilde incelenmis ve
yeniden tasarlanmisti. Talim el-nefer isimli talimnameye gore bir emir uygulanacagl zaman
“dikkat” komutu uzun ve son hecesi yiiksek sekilde, “icra” komutu ise kisa ve harekete gecirici
sekilde telaffuz edilmekte; emrin mantikiligi degil duyulup duyulmamasi énem kazanmaktaydi.
Komutlar esnasinda viicudun alacagi sekil, kafanin doniis hizi ve gozlerin hizasi dahi belirlenmis
ve birbirlerinden ¢ok farkli olan bedenlerin nizama sokulmasi subaylarin temel gorevi olarak
belirtilmisti (Fahmy, 2010: 149-150). Tek bir emirle orduyu pargalara bélmek ve askerleri
uyumlu hareket ettirmek 6znelerin kimlikleriyle icinde bulunduklar: hal arasinda mistik bir bag
kurmalarini saglarken ayni zamanda bu muazzam makinenin umum nezdindeki algisin1 hayrete
yonlendirmekteydi. Foucault, disipline dayali iktidar1 sasali sdzlerin haricinde sessizce
gerceklestirilen pratiklerin icinde bulmakta ve tiim bu iktidar iliskilerini bazen birbirine tamamen
zit bazen de benzer sekilde gozlemler (Brockling, 2008: 39). Kislanin kapisindan igeri giren bir
6znenin o duvarlar disindaki davranislarini ve karakterini bir kenara atmasi veya saklama geregi
hissetmesi, ki bu durum {iniimiizde dahi béyledir, iktidar kusatmasinin bir sonucuydu. Oznelerin
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icinde bulunduklar1 motivasyon ise askeri etkinlik ve somutlagmis becerilerin ylikselmesi; dikkat
dagitan 6znelligin azalmasi; yliriiytls ve tiifek talimi gibi rasyonel egitim tekniklerinin esas olarak
atomize, saat gibi isleyen, bireysellestirilmis bir benlik yaratmaya yonelik olmasi; askeri harekat
ve tatbikatin artik torensellik yerine saf giic uygulamasi haline gelmesi ve ordu ile askerlerin genel
olarak makine benzeri rasyonel kurumlar olarak ortaya ¢ikmasi arglimanlariyla 6zetlenebilir
(Smith, 2008: 276).

Ordunun makinelesmesine ve yekviicut bir organizma seklinde ilerlemesine dair anlatilar
genellikle go6zleme dayanan siibjektif veya resmi verilerin yorumlanmasindan ve savas
anlatilarindan meydana gelir. Ancak bu anlatilar ¢ogunlukla piramidin st kismindaki veya
periferisindeki bakis acilarini yansitmaktadir. Olaylarin merkezinde yer alan asker 6znesinin
goziiyle bakildig1 zaman bu mekanik varlik ve muzaffer tarafin planli-tertipli yapisi iddialarina
stipheli yaklasmak faydali olabilir. Misir ordusunun Osmanli kuvvetlerini yenilgiye ugrattig1 1832
Konya Muharebesi anlatilarinda Misir ordusunun intizami1 goklere c¢ikarilirken Osmanl
birliklerinin daginikliginin alt1 6zellikle ¢izilmektedir. Ancak daha sonra ortaya cikan kaynaklar
Misirlilarin yasadigl karmasikligi ve ic miicadeleyi gozler 6niine sermis ve séz gelimi mekanik
tasavvura yonelik siipheleri giiclendirmistir (Fahmy, 2010: 157-160). Nitekim tarih anlatilarinin
o6nemli kisminda maglup tarafin diizensizligi ve karmasasi 6n plana ¢ikarilirken galip taraf intizam
icinde resmedilir. Fakat temel egitim ve tatbikat yoluyla mekanik dayanisma duygularinin
uyandirildigy; tekrarlayan ve ritmik eylemlerin bir nevi ritiiel haline gelerek bireysel kimligi ve
kolektif dayanismayi sekillendirdigi de énemli bir ¢ikarsamadir (Smith, 2008: 287).

2. Ozne ve Kimlik Karmagasi: Misir Koyliisiiniin Direnisi

Askerlikteki itaat liretimi ayni zamanda baskaldiri ihtimallerini engellemeyi amagladigi icin,
disiplini ve itaati saglamaya calisan kurallar ayn1 zamanda sapmalar ve direnis sekillerini de
belirler. Zira ordu denilen organizma sadece uysal ve cesur bireyleri degil ayn1 zamanda sessiz
kalmay1 tercih edenleri, savagsmay1 reddedenleri ve askerlikten kacmaya calisan isyancilar1 da
icerisinde barindirir (Brockling, 2008: 26-27). Fakat modernlesme siirecini veya ulus-devlet
deneyimini yasayan iilkelerin ve toplumlarin resmi tarih yazimi askerlik hizmetini kutsarken
orduyu hicbir problemin yasanmadigi, emirlerin harfiyen yerine getirildigi bir organizma olarak
resmeder. Yine tiim bu anlatilarda saglikli geng erkekler, hatta kimi zaman yasllar, kadinlar ve
cocuklar gibi militarizmin goziindeki dezavantajli gruplar dahi orduya katilmay: ve {iilkelerini
korumayi bir seref meselesi haline getirir ve kendilerini hi¢ cekinmeden feda ederler. Ordu i¢inde
yasanan aksakliklar, firarlar ve isyanlar ise genelde 6nemsenmeyecek kadar azdir veya bir grup
hainin icraatidir. Mevzubahis yaklasim uzun yillar boyunca Misir tarih yaziminda da etkili olmus
Kavalali Mehmed Ali Pasa ve askerleri vatanlari i¢cin miicadele eden karakterler olarak
yansitilmaya calismislardi. Ancak Misir tarihi iizerine yapilan detayli ¢alismalar sonucunda eski
anlatimin yanlishgi, en azindan akademik ¢evrelerde, kabul edilmis ve yeni bir perspektif
sunulmustur.

Pasanin koylerden asker toplama ve kislalara kapatilan bedenleri terbiye etme hedefleri
genel manada basarili olsa da mevzubahis yiginlar icerisinde tepki gosteren veya direnmeye
calisan 6zneler mevcuttu. Bu direnis sekilleri kimi zaman isyanlarla, kimi zaman firar yoluyla, kimi
zaman ise 6zsakatlama seklinde vuku buluyordu. Hatta uygulanan sert askeri ve idari politikalara
karsi 1824 yilinda kanl bir isyan patlak vermisti. Bu direnis adimina agir bir cevap veren Pasanin
bir valiye yolladig1 mektupta yaslhlari ve sakatlar1 koy meydaninda asmasini istemesi dikkat ceken
bir emirdir (Fahmy, 1999: 341). Bu idamlar toplumun geri kalanini uyarirken ayn1 zamanda
saglam ve geng erkeklerin iktidar nezdinde ne denli 6nemli olduklarini da gosteriyordu.
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Firar etme pratigi hemen hemen her askeri birimde yasanan en basit direnis sekliydi.
Gerekli sartlarin olustugunu diisiinen 6zneler bir ¢atisma, tatbikat veya yiiriiylis esnasinda
birligin geri kalanindan uzaklasmaya calisiyordu. Ancak ordudan kagmak ayni zamanda siirekli
bir takibatin baslamasi ve askerin caresizlik icinde kalmasinin da habercisiydi. Her asker 6zel bir
numaraya sahipti ve ayn1 zamanda hangi birlikte oldugu ve nereden geldigi de kayit altina
alinmaktaydi. Bundan dolay1 kagagin kendi koyiine donmesi veya ailesiyle bulusmasi kisa siirede
icerisinde yakalanmasina sebep olabilirdi. Eger kanunlar kisinin yakinlar1 ve hemserileri
tarafindan biliniyorsa bizzat onlar tarafindan yakalanip orduya teslim edilmesi ihtimali de
mevcuttu. Zira ¢ikarillan kanunlara gore birliginden kacan kisinin ailesinin cezalandirilmasi,
ailesinden bir baskasinin veya bir koyliisiiniin orduya alinmasi gibi secenekler sunuluyordu ki
mevzubahis askerin kagmasina miisaade eden ve saklanmasini saglayanlara da cesitli cezalar
ongoriilmekteydi (Marsot, 1994: 129). Yerel yoneticiler koy seyhlerine kagaklar1 bildirmekte ve
bu insanlarin koyde saklandiklar1 anlasilirsa seyhlere her kacak icin elli kurus para cezasi ve yiiz
adet kamg1 haddi uygulanmaktaydi. Yine tiim kirsal bolge bassasin denilen casuslar tarafindan
izlenmekteydi (Fahmy, 1998: 433). Kendi topraklarina donemeyen firariler icin en makul
secenekler ise seyrek niifuslu ¢o6l bolgelerine siginmak, kalabalik sayesinde kendilerini
saklayabilecekleri Kahire sehrine gitmek veya tiim varliklarini terk ederek iilkeden ayrilmakti.
Ancak bu yollar da bir siire sonra yeterli gelmeyecekti; Kahire polisi sehirdeki kacaklar tizerindeki
baskiy1 arttirirken Misir’1 terk etmeye ¢alisanlar1 avlayip orduya teslim eden bedeviler ¢ollerde
devriye atiyordu. Diger yanda bazi1 kacaklarin haci kiliginda Arabistan’a kag¢tiginin anlasilmasi
lizerine tiim hacilarin kimliklerini ve fiziksel 6zelliklerini belirten damgali ve resmi bir belge
tasimalar1 zorunlu kilinmisti (Fahmy, 1998: 433). Tiim bu takibatin yani sira birliginden asker
firar eden subaylar da sorumlu tutulmakta ve kaybin telafisi icin baski gérmekteydiler.
Mevzubahis subaylarin kacgaklarin yerine yeni askerler bulmalar1 gerekmekte aksi takdirde
maagslarinda kesintiye gidilmekteydi. Ayrica birliklerine geri donmeye goniilli olarak karar veren
asker kacaklarinin affedilecegi; yakalananlarin ise bes yiiz kirbac¢ cezasi alacag ilan edilmisti.
Firarlar1 kontrol altina almak icin baska bir umutsuz girisim ise kagaklar1 yakalayan insanlara,
yakaladiklar1 her asker igin elli kurus 6dul verilmesiydi (Fahmy, 1988: 434). Tiim bu 6nlemler g6z
Ontine alindig1 zaman 6zgiirlesme amaciyla yapilan firar eylemi aslinda 6zneyi daha uzun siireli
bir hapis hayatina mahkiim etmekteydi. Zira yoneticiler asker kacagi olmayi en biiyiik
cliriimlerden biri haline getirmis ve eldeki tiim imkanlar1 kullanarak bu insanlar1 yakalamay1
kendine vazife edinmisti. Toplum ise kendilerine zarar gelme ihtimali ve maddi ¢ikar hayaliyle bu
cadi avina katilmaya tesvik edilmis, boylece askere siginacagi herhangi bir alan birakilmamaisti.

Zorunlu askerlik hizmetine yonelik bir diger énemli direnis ise 6zsakatlama pratigiydi.
Orduya toplanmasi planlanan erkeklerin saglikli ve eksiksiz bir viicuda sahip olmasi gerektigi
anlasilinca bazi fellahlar bu ihtimali tamamen ortadan kaldirmay1 akil etmisti. En ¢ok uygulan
yontemler ise goze fare zehri damlatarak kor olmak, 6n disleri ¢cekmek, isaret parmaginin ilk
eklemini ve ayak parmaklarini kesmekti (Marsot, 1994: 129). Fare zehri gecici korliikk amaciyla
kullanilsa da kimi zaman kalia hasarlar da verebiliyordu. Isaret parmag: ise askerin silah
kullanmasi, yani tetik cekmesi, icin son derece énemli bir isleve sahipti ve bunun sakatlanmasi
dogrudan meslegin disinda birakilma imkéani veriyordu. Yine bir askerin kosamamasi ve diizglin
adimlar atamamasi birligin geri kalaninin da nizamini olumsuz ydnde etkileyebilirdi. Ancak
Kavalali Mehmed Ali Pasa icin noksanliklari olsa da genel manada saglikli olan bir viicut her daim
kullanilma imkanina sahipti. Nitekim askerlikten kurtulmaya ¢alisan bu sakatlar ordusu devlete
isci ve 1rgat olarak hizmet etmekten kacamayacakti. Yerel idarecilere gonderilen bir genelgede
kendilerini sakatlayanlarin 6miir boyu calismak tlizere kalyonlara gonderilecegi ve biraktiklar
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bosluklar telafi etmek icin ailelerinden asker toplanacagi belirtilmekteydi (Mitchell, 1991: 43).
Yine askerlik angaryasindan kurtulmak amaciyla eslerine ve ogullarina sakatlama hususunda
yardimci olan kadinlarin ibret-i alem icin koy meydanlarinda asilmalari emredilmisti (Fahmy,
1999: 341). Nihai olarak Misir koyliisiiniin ayak diretmesi uzun siire devam etmesine karsin hicbir
zaman tam manasiyla basariya ulasamamis ve iktidarin tasallutu altinda ezilmisti. Daha 6nce de
belirttigimiz gibi orduyu ve savasi ele alan doneme dair ¢alismalarin biiyiik kismi iist diizey
askerlerin veya izleyicilerin goriislerini yansittigi icin okuma/yazma bilmeyen ortalama bir koylu
askerin duygu ve diisiincelerini 6grenmek halihazirda miimkiin gérinmemektedir. Ancak bu
6znelerin eylemlerini géz 6ntine alirsak Misirli geng erkekler kim olduklar1 hususunda uzun bir
sliire karmasa yasamis ve direnmeye c¢alismislardi. Birincil kaynaklara ulasilmasi halinde bu
konuda ufuk agan ¢alismalarin yapilacagi ve Misir tarih yaziminda 6nemli degisiklikler yasanacagi
ise asikardir.

Sonug

Modern Misir'in kurucusu olan Kavalali Mehmed Ali Pasa’nin ordusu tilkedeki reform
hareketinin lokomotifi olmakla kalmamis aynmi zamanda iktidar/6zne iliskilerinin ve
devlet/toplum iliskilerinin yeniden belirlenmesi hususunda da temel faktér olmustur. Bu
doénemde gerek toplum gerekse ordunun igindeki bireyler iktidarin pek cok farkli kusatmasina
maruz kalarak modern devletle tanismislardir. Fellahlarin topraklarindan koparilarak etrafi
duvarlarla cevrili ve siirekli gozetim altinda tutulduklar: kislalara kapatilmasi, zaman ve eylem
odakli bir egitime maruz kalarak otomatiklestirilmeleri ve gerek bedenlerinin gerekse
yasamlarinin tamamen parcalara ayrilarak yonetilmesi bu insanlarin siradan ve 6zerk
hayatlarinin artik mekaniklestigi veya bu amag¢ dogrultusunda degistirilmeye ¢alisildigi manasina
geliyordu. Yeni kimliklerine adapte olamayan veya direnmeye calisan bireyler ise hem fiziksel
hem de psikolojik yollarla cezalandiriliyor, ayni zamanda iktidar tarafindan kusatilmis olduklari
diisiincesine inanmalari saglaniyordu. Nil nehri etrafindaki her bir yerlesim biriminde hissedilen
Pasa kiiltli ve onun silahi olan askerleri bitiin Misirlilar i¢in eski dénemin tamamen kapandigi
manasina geliyordu.
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Pathology of the Causes of the Fall and Collapse of Governments in Afghanistan

Edriss RASA*

Abstract

The government is defined as a political system that provides security, welfare, and comfort in the
internal dimension and interacts with the countries of the world in the external dimension to ensure
national interests. The collapse of governments in Afghanistan in the last hundred years has been one of the
main concerns of every person in society, especially the mind of every researcher in the field of history and
political science. In the meantime, internal and external factors in the political axis have been addressed.
Inefficiency and failure to meet the tasks assigned to governments lead to the formation of various entropies
in a country. Descriptive and analytical discussion of this investigation has been done based on various
scientific researches to explain the most important entropies effective in the collapse of governments.
According to the scope of research, two entropy groups have been studied, which are:

1. Entropies based on politics: This dimension focuses on administrative-political corruption,
reducing the level of social capital, restricting individual freedoms, freedom of expression, divergence, etc.

2. Geographical entropy (geopolitical): which focuses on geopolitical challenges.

Politics has historically led to the weakening of governments in various dimensions. In this research,
an attempt has been made to use a descriptive-analytical method, while expressing other factors and
components, by highlighting the political factor at the domestic and foreign levels, to scientifically examine
the fall and collapse of governments in Afghanistan in the light of political scientists. Lack of national
legitimacy along with political legitimacy has historically been the basis for the collapse of governments in
Afghanistan.

Keywords: Government, Government Collapse, Internal Crises, Foreign Intervention, National
Legitimacy, Etc.

Introduction

The emergence and stability of any country depend on the two main components of land
and people and the two sub-components of government and sovereignty. Although the
government is a minor component. But it is a component that has political thought. Government
political thought is a force superior to cultural, linguistic, ethnic, geographical, etc. differences in
a country. Political thought provides the necessary basis for national unity. Government as a
political system is one of the most important structures in human society which has undergone a
long evolutionary process. Governments come in many forms.

Governments from the earliest stages of agriculture have experienced various forms of the
city-state, empire, medieval governments, feudalism, sectarian monarchies, absolute
governments, and modern governments in the form of liberal nation-states. The main goal of
governments is to manage the land and serve its people. Governments play a role for their people
in the following areas: 1. General administration of the land; 2- Regulating people's social relations
with each other; 3- Ensuring the public security of the society and regulating the relationship
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between the government and the nation; 4- Ensuring national security and defending territorial
integrity against foreign invasion; 5- Arranging and managing people's relations with each other;
6- Arranging, managing relations with other governments; 7- Arranging, managing and meeting
the needs of individuals, society and providing welfare and comfort according to their needs 8-
Raising the level of intellectual awareness of individuals and providing spiritual and spiritual
needs; 9- Protecting national dignity and prestige and promoting national pride against other
nations and governments; 10- Developing the level of national power to achieve national goals.
(Hafenia, Ahmadipour, Ghader Hajat. 2010: 130)

The realization of these cases is in the group of political rationality. Political irrationality,
both internally and externally, has been a major cause of the collapse:

First, internal factors include tyranny, the efficiency of the patrons, the luxury and
corruption of statesmen, the selfishness and narcissism of politicians, the lack of attention to social
justice, legitimacy, internal strife, uprisings, chaos, lack of accountability, weakness of authority.
Political, lack of formation of national identity.... etc.

Secondly, the external factors are classified into two parts such as the involvement of
neighboring countries (Iran, Pakistan, and China), the world superpowers Russia and France, the
United Kingdom, and the US-centered countries, including the West in governmental affairs of the
county and the geographical location of Afghanistan are the main external role players.

Due to the above-mentioned cases, none of the governments in Afghanistan in the last
hundred years such as kingship, Imperial, Islamic, Absolute, Constitutional monarchy, Republic,
Democratic (left to right), Radical Islamic Republic (Mujahideen and Taliban era) and to the rule
of liberal democracy could satisfy the necessities of the nation and survive.

According to the viewpoint of political experts, the most important pathology that causes
the collapse of governments is the lack of legitimacy. Legitimacy empowers governments.
Authority has given governments dominance over groups, and at the same time divided legitimacy
into three axes: national, religious, and political. The crisis of legitimacy generally leads to the
destruction of the political system (Bashrieh, 1374, 19-20 and Weber, 1384: 273). In fact,
Afghanistan has historically faced a crisis of legitimacy, and the lack of a government with
authority has led to illegitimacy.

Regarding the political life of the government, Ibn Khaldun's theory is discussed and he
considers the creation and collapse of the political system caused by intolerance. Based on his
view, bias prejudice is the most important factor in explaining social transitions. (Sheikh, 103; Mir
Mousavi, 167) According to Ibn Khaldun, three social factors have strengthened biased attitudes
in the society, which are: 1- Bedouinism and savagery; 2- Religion; 3- Increase in the number of
population and tribes (Jafari Nejad, 51).

Government collapse, Goldstone believes, includes crises in government power, elite
protests, popular uprisings, widespread violence, and civil war. He used the term collapse of the
government as a synonym to point out the collapse of the government, which takes place in two
dimensions. 1- The collapse of a political institution (government) that no longer has legitimacy;
2- It is a power struggle that is formed by opposition groups. At the same time, he believes that
the crisis of power is one of the unsolvable components of governments. If one person violates the
law, a crisis will form in the authority of the government, in this case, the destruction that
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criminals who violate the law or the local governments and do not pay attention to the orders of
the central government can cause is beyond measure (Rebecca S. K. Lee, 2009: 5).

Each state has four dimensions of power, which are: 1- Extraction of resources (economic
dimension of state power), 2- Expansion of power base (attracting current elites and emerging
deprived groups) 3- Monopolization of military power (Military power defines the state because
the legitimacy of the government depends on the military).

Some of the factors that lead to the collapse of governments are:

1. Internal differences: are one of the primary factors that cause the collapse
and the internal elements are the basis for the creation of external factors. In addition,
unless the government is oppressed by internal factors, external factors cannot impact.
Lack of adherence to codified laws along with traditions and lack of proper political
structure has prevented governments from being formed in a real and lasting manner
in Afghanistan to this day. (Amuzgar, 1374: 68). Internal conflicts have historically been
a major problem for government instability in Afghanistan.

Internal divisions have historically been a major problem for government instability in
Afghanistan. Internal differences were generally centered on ethnicity in appearance but more on
localism and family lineage. Localism is the most fundamental issue for the failure of governments
in Afghanistan. But in appearance, this has become more prominent in the ethnic group, and time
has always been misused by ethnic leaders;

2. Insurrection and Uprisings: Chaos, disrespect for the law, and lack of
support for governments have historically been other causes of the collapse of
governments in Afghanistan. Governments in Afghanistan have generally changed in the
last hundred years by force and lack of legal procedures. Moreover, one of the plagues
is disobedience and the spirit of rebellion in society. Additionally, internal power
disputes are a major factor in the collapse of governments.

In addition, uprisings and riots are at the core of ethnicity and religion, and external factors
are one of the most influential issues. And the countries involved in the cases of Afghanistan have
used this leaf as a tool and each ethnic group has been in some way dependent on one of the distant
countries. But these uprisings and revolts have generally been under the umbrella of the right,
which the government has always accused of tribalism at a time when it was slowly moving away
from the family axis, especially after a decade of democracy, but unfortunately with the aftermath
of the first republic. The democratic republic and the power of the Mojahedin practically
destroyed all the infrastructure and superstructure of Afghanistan.

Civil war has led to the emergence of the Taliban, which has put Afghanistan in the worst
possible position, despite the formation of an interim government in 2002 with the help of the
international community. As a result of the evacuation of the society and in the head of America,
all the achievements were reduced to rubble.

3. Economy: Economics in today's societies is one of the basic components of
stability or collapse after the political dimension. At the same time, the economy is
considered an important factor of stability and security in society. In addition to this
weak economy, it is considered one of the most important factors of instability and
chaos. Afghanistan has long had economic dependence, and in fact, most of the political
problems are due to the lack of a strong economy.
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Afghanistan has always been dependent on neighboring countries with the help of
superpowers, and any change that has taken place has been based on this principle. Economic
dependence along with political power is one of the most important components of governments.
Afghanistan has been economically dependent since the beginning of the modern government
ousted by Abdul Rahman until the end of Mohammad Ashraf Ghani's rule.

4. Political authority: Political authority is one of the main factors in the
stability and instability or collapse of political systems. But in Afghanistan, from the very
beginning, modern governance has been a major factor in the collapse of the political
system. In principle, a lack of political authority arises from the distance of the people
from the government. At the same time, the people of Afghanistan have never
considered their governments for themselves and have not always enjoyed political
power due to ethnic, regional, and linguistic differences.

In the last hundred years, and especially in the last 20 years, Afghanistan has faced three
issues: the distance between the government and the people, the distance between the
government and the government, and the distance between the people and the people, all shaped
by localism. In political disputes, as in the past, nearby countries have always been involved in
litigation, and the political irrationality of ethnic leaders has been used as the worst tool.

5. Foreign Involvement and Invasion: Afghanistan has been invaded several
times throughout history by the three superpowers of British India (present-day
Britain), the former Soviet Union (present-day Russia), and the United States, and in
some cases by indirect and very intense interference from two neighboring countries,
Iran and Pakistan. Political irrationality, such as the failure to manage internal disputes,
has failed to manage the establishment of sound relations with these countries, which
has led to the permanent instability of Afghanistan.

Political irrationality, such as the failure to manage internal disputes, has failed to manage
the establishment of healthy relations with these countries, which has led to the permanent
instability of Afghanistan. Lack of political rationality in domestic and foreign policy and lack of
balance in politics has always invaded governments in Afghanistan.

Conclusion

Despite all these developments in Afghanistan, politicians have never been able to create
the right and rational conditions for nation-building, which is one of the main causes of the
collapse of governments. Therefore, in Afghanistan, several components are needed to prevent
the overlap of governments: nationalization, mutual acceptance, political stability, economic
stability, economic independence and reducing the distance between people and government,
respect for law, legalism, etc. are the basic components of government stability.
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The Algerian Strategy in the Face of Terrorism: From Security Approach to
National Reconciliation

Abstract

Algeria has realized, based on its long experience in the field of combating terrorism, that security
approaches alone have become useless because of their focus only on coercive methods in confronting it, as
terrorism is a multifaceted and multidimensional phenomenon, its treatment requires an approach that
must take into account all the components. Based on this, Algeria adopted a new strategy, "Eradicate
extremism and fight terrorism", which included several measures: political, security, economic, social,
judicial, and punitive, aimed at preserving public order and protecting people, property, and institutions. It
terminated with national reconciliation which ended a conflict that has been going on for a decade and it
marked the beginning of a new phase that brought together all spectrums of one society. The model of
national reconciliation in Algeria has witnessed a remarkable development through three main stages: The
stage of the Mercy Law issued in 1995, the Civil Peace Law of 1999, then the Charter of National
Reconciliation ratified by referendum in 2005. In sum, it can be said that the Algerian strategy was based
on the integration of legal, security, religious and intellectual approaches, which contributed to the
besieging of terrorism, curtailing the activity of extremist groups inside Algeria, and ending a crisis that
exceeded 200,000 victims and $500 billion material losses.

Keywords: Algeria, Terrorism, confronting terrorism, the law of mercy, civil harmony, National
Reconciliation
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Tunus’taki Devrimin AKkibeti: Demokrasiden Otoriterlesmeye

{lknur KARANFIL*

0z

Tunus’ta 2011 yilinda Muhammed Buazizi adindaki issiz gencin kendini yakmasi ile baslayan ve bir
nevi Arap Bahari’'ni baslatan Tunus’taki halk ayaklanmasi Yasemin Devrimi ile sonu¢lanarak Zeynel Bin
Abidin’in diktatorligiinii devirmistir. 1956 yilinda bagimsiz bir devlet haline gelen Tunus’ta, Tunus Genel
Isci Birligi (TGIB) adl giiclii sendikal gelenek, Miisliiman Kardesler'in Tunus kolu olarak bilinen Nahda
Partisi, Tunus Komiinist Is¢i Partisi ve daha kiiciik baska siyasi partiler devrimin itici giicii olmustur.
Secimler sonucu en fazla oyu alan Nahda lideri Muncef Marzuki 2014’de cumhurbaskani olmustur.
Demokratik bir rejimin kurumsallasma siirecini baslatan bu devrim, yine 2014’te siyasi partiler, sendikalar
ve sivil toplum orgiitlerinin dahil oldugu bir siirecle yeni bir demokratik anayasanin yapilmasi ile bir
nihayete ermistir. 2019 yi1linda cumhurbagskani segilen bagimsiz aday Kays Said'in pandemi stirecinde iyice
artan ekonomik sorunlar nedeniyle yiikselen halk protestolarini durdurmak istemesi ile sistem giderek
otoriterlesmeye baslamistir. Bu ¢alisma, Tunus’taki devrim ve ardindan gelen demokratiklesme siirecinde
one ¢ikan sendikal ve siyasi giicler ile yeni bir anayasa tasarisiyla yetkileri tamamen elinde toplayarak
otoriter rejime geri déonmeye calisan cumhurbaskan1 Kays Said arasindaki miicadeleyi analiz etmeyi
amaglamaktadir. Bu analiz, Tunus’ta mevcut toplumsal gii¢lerin konumunu ve son cumhurbaskaninin
kararnamelerle uygulamaya koydugu anti-demokratik uygulamalar1 tartismaktadir. Bu tartisma ile
Tunus’ta gerceklesen devrimin hangi yone evrildigi ve hangi olasiliklar1 barindirdigr anlasilmaya
calisilacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Tunus, Halk Ayaklanmasi, Sendikal Hareket, Otoriterlesme, Demokratiklesme.
The Fate of the Revolution in Tunisia: From Democracy to Authoritarianism
Abstract

The popular uprising in Tunisia, which started with the self-immolation of an unemployed young
man named Mohammed Bouazizi in 2011 and started the Arab Spring, resulted in the Jasmine Revolution
and overthrew the dictatorship of Zeynel Bin Abidin. In Tunisia, which became an independent state in
1956, the strong trade union tradition called the Tunisian General Workers' Union (TGIB), the Ennahda
Party known as the Tunisian branch of the Muslim Brotherhood, the Tunisian Communist Workers Party
and other smaller political parties were the driving force of the revolution. Ennahda leader Muncef Marzuki,
who received the most votes as a result of the elections, became president in 2011. This revolution, which
started the institutionalization process of a democratic regime, came to an end in 2014 with the drafting of
a new democratic constitution through a process involving political parties, trade unions and non-
governmental organizations. The system began to become increasingly authoritarian, as the independent
candidate Kays Said, who was elected president in 2019, wanted to stop the rising public protests due to
the increasing economic problems during the pandemic process. This study aims to analyze the struggle
between the trade union and political forces that came to the fore in the revolution and the ensuing
democratization process in Tunisia, and the president, Kays Said, who tried to return to the authoritarian
regime by gathering all the powers in his hands with a new constitution draft. This analysis discusses the
position of the current social forces in Tunisia and the anti-democratic practices implemented by the last
president's enactment. With this discussion, it will be tried to understand in which direction the revolution
in Tunisia has evolved and what possibilities it has.

* Dr. Ogr. Uyesi, Istanbul Gelisim Universitesi, Istanbul, Tiirkiye, E-posta: ikaranfil@gelisim.edu.tr
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1. Arap Bahar Oncesinde Bagimsiz Tunus’un Siyasal Durumu

Fransa'nin somiirgesi olan Tunus’ta 20. yiizy1l basinda Tiirkiye’deki Jon Tiirkler’e benzer
bicimde ortaya ¢ikan Gen¢ Tunuslular Partisi milliyetgi ve iilkenin egitim almis gencleri tarafindan
kurulmus bir siyasi parti idi (Mahmutoglu, 1999: 91). Fransiz somiirgesine karsi ¢ikan bu parti,
Fransiz vatandaslarina Tunuslu’lardan daha fazla hak verdigi gerekgesiyle isyan baslatmis ve
Fransa isyani bastirarak parti liderlerini idam etmistir (Tonay, 2021: 10). Ardindan ortaya ¢ikan
Tunus Diistur Partisi, Tunus’un ilk kitle partisi olup is insani, devlet memuru, esnaf, zanaatkarlar
basta olmak lizere halkin farkli kesimlerini temsil ederek hiir Tunus halkinin kendi kendini
yOnetmesini saglayacak bir anayasa yapilmasini istemistir. (Tonay, 2021: 11). Diger yandan
Fransizlarin kendi vatandaslarindan ¢alisanlara farkl bir licretlendirme sistemi uygulamasi,
Tunuslu iscilerin de 1924’te Tunus Komiinist Partisi ve Tunus Iscileri Genel Konfederasyonu’'nu
kurmalarini saglamistir (Tonay, 2021: 13).

Habib Burgiba'nin kurdugu Yeni Diistur Partisi ise bagimsizlik yerine sekiiler ve modern bir
iilke kurmak amacin dnceleyerek dini devlet kontrolii altina almay1 6ncelikle hedeflemistir.
Ancak Fransa’nin Tunus’a daha fazla vergi uygulamasi lizerine bu yeni parti de bir Tunus
parlamentosu kurmaya dayanan kismi 6zerkligi iceren talepler de bulunmuslar ve bu ylizden
Fransa tarafindan tutuklanmislardir. Ara ara siiren bu tutuklama siirecinin sonunda Fransa,
Burgiba ile miizakereye baslamis ve Tunus 1956 yilinda bagimsizlik kazanmistir (Tonay, 2021:
15-16).

Bagimsizliga giden siirecte Tunus’ta devlet kurumlari ve milli egitim alaninda reformlar
yapilmis olup bagimsiz Tunus bu temeller iizerinden ilerlemistir. Ozellikle bu egitim sistemi
“llkeye laik, modern, milliyetci ve bagimsiz bir Tunus igin alt yapi hazirlamis, hak ve
ozgurliiklerinin arkasinda duran bireyler yetismeye baslamistir” (Tonay, 2021: 23).

Burgiba’'nin lideri oldugu bagimsiz Tunus’un temel hedefleri sunlar olmustur:

- Tunus, toplumsal projesinin merkezine insan1 koymali, egitime, kadinin 6zgiirlesmesine,
sagliga ve spora oncelik vermelidir.

-Tunus toplumu, Arap-Misliiman mirasi ile kalkinmaya dolayisiyla modernlesme ve
ilerlemeye olan hevesini rasyonel bir cergcevede baristirmalidir.

-Tunus ytlizolglimii, cografi konumu ve komsularini géz 6niinde bulundurarak baris ve iyi
komsuluk evrensel degerlerini benimseyip, diyalog, saygi ve is birligini desteklemeyi dis
politikasinda genel kural haline getirmelidir (Maktuf, 2013: 33-34).

Ancak 1959 Anayasasi, cumhurbaskanina verdigi fazla yetki sebebiyle giicler ayriligini
garanti altina alamamis, sistem yasama ve yiiriitmenin basi olarak yargillanamaz bir
cumhurbaskanini kabul ettiginden fiilen tek adam rejimi olarak islemistir (Tonay, 2021: 29). Bu
siirecte kadin erkek esit vatandashg kabul edilmis, kiyafet devrimleri yapilmis, Tunus Insan
Haklar1 Birligi basta olmak iizere bircok hak savunucusu toplum o6rgiitleri kurulmus, boylece
Tunus Arap iilkeleri arasinda ayricalikli bir konuma yerlesmistir. Batililasma yanlis1 bir
yaklasimla kentlesmeye dayanan, modern ve laik bir anlayis lilkede yerlesmistir (Tonay, 2021:
31).
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Ancak bu siirecin devaminda sistem iyice degismis ve Aralik 1974’teki bir anayasa
degisikligiyle Habib Burgiba, yasadig stirece cumhurbaskani ilan edilmistir (Okumus, 2015: 24).
Bu baski dénemine, hem Tunus Genel Isci Birligi (UGTT), hem de Rasid Gannusi liderligindeki
Miisliimanlardan olusan Islami Yénelis hareketi de dini sohbet ve ritiiellerin serbest birakilmasi
talebiyle tepki vermistir. Ilk kez genel greve giden UGTT’ye hiikiimetin yamt1 200 grevci is¢inin
ates acilarak 6ldiiriilmesi olurken, Gannusi ise on yil hapis cezasina ¢arptirilmistir (Tonay, 2021:
32-33).

Tunus’ta 1981’de diizenlenen se¢imlerde partilerden higbirisinin %5’lik baraji asmasina
izin verilmemis, meclisin biitiin sandalyeleri Sosyalist Diistur Partisi ve UGTT’den olusan milli
cephenin kazanmasi saglanmistir (Okumus, 2015: 25). 1984’teki Ekmek isyan1 ise Burgiba'nin
mesruiyetini iyice sarsmis ve Zeynel Bin Abidin onun giivenini kazanarak basbakan olmus,
kontrolii eline almistir. 1989’da ise Islami Yonelis Hareketi isim degistirerek Nahda Partisi’ni
kurmus, i1limh Islamcalk ideolojisi cizgisini benimseyerek secimlere girmistir. Bu hareket,
Misliiman Kardesler'den farkli olarak sekiiler ve liberal demokrasiden yana bir bakis agisini
benimsemistir (Gokecen, 2015).

Ancak Bin Ali'nin se¢imlerde cumhurbaskani secilmesi ile bundan sonraki siire¢ eski
otoriter rejimin siirmesini beraberinde getirmistir (Tonay, 2021: 34-35). Bin Ali’'nin tekrar tekrar
yapilan yasa degisiklikleri ile her yolla se¢ildigi bu siirecte “uluslararasi gézlemcilerin se¢imi takip
etmesine izin verilmemis, bu durum da uluslararasi platformda Tunus’un segimlerinin seffafligi
konusunda elestirilere sebep olmustur” (Tonay, 51).

2000’li yillardan itibaren, ekonomik sartlarin da agirlasmasi ile birlikte, toplumsal
muhalefet biiyiik gii¢ kazanmistir. Riisvet, adam kayirma, yolsuzluk, issizlik, gelir esitsizligi ve
siyasi baski politikalari, Bin Ali'nin toplumsal mesruiyetini kaybetmesine neden olmustur.
Esasinda Bin Ali doneminde yakalanan ekonomik biiylime oranlari tatmin edici dlizeydedir. Fakat
refahin tabana yayilma noktasinda ayni basari saglanamamis, ekonomik biiyiime bir grup siyasal
elitin zenginlesmesine hizmet etmistir. Bin Ali ve ailesinin toplam servetinin 12 milyar dolara
ulastif1 g6z 6niine alindiginda yolsuzlugun hangi boyutlara ulastig1 kolaylikla anlasilabilir (Kocak,
21.10.2020). Tim bu sosyo-ekonomik kosullar da Arap Baharr'ni baslatan Tunus’taki
ayaklanmanin fitilini ateglemistir.

2. Arap Bahari ve Sonrasindaki Demokratiklesme Siirecinde Tunus

Bin Ali déneminde %5’lik ekonomik biiyiime saglayan Tunus, diger Kuzey Afrika ve Orta
Dogu tlkeleri arasinda en basarili ekonomi olmus (Birdane, 2017: 87), ancak bu biiyiimeyi tabana
yayarak refahi artirmada basarisiz olmustur. Yoksulluk ve issizlikteki artis da bu basarisizligin bir
sonucudur.

“Yoksulluk ve issizlikle miicadelede yetersiz kalan yasalarin, problemlere ¢oziim
iretmekte basarisiz olan siyasi aktorlerin varligi ile kendi ¢ikmazlarini ¢6zemeyen Tunus
Bin Ali doneminin sonunu getiren gelismelere sahne olmustur. Bu durumun en asiri
sonuglarindan birisi Tunus’ta olusmaya baslayan intiharlar dalgasidir” (Birdane, 88).

Bu intihar eylemlerinin en dnemlisi seyyar satici olarak hayatin1 kazanmaya calisirken
zabita baskisi ile karsilasan Muhammed Buazizi'dir. Belediye binasi dniinde kendini yakarak
intihar eylemi gerceklestiren Buazizi'nin annesine biraktigi mektupta eylemin gerekcesi ortiik
olarak belirtilmistir: “Yolcuyum, insallah bu yolculuk bir¢cok seyi degistirecek.” (De Soto, 2011).
Bu sozler Tunus’tan baslayarak tiim Orta Dogu’yu Arap Bahari siirecine gotiiren sézler olmustur.
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Buazizi'nin intiharindan sonra baska intihar eylemleri gergeklesmis, Tunus’'ta baslayan
ayaklanmalarin Misir, Libya, Bahreyn, Yemen, Suriye gibi iilkelere sicramasiyla Arap Bahari denen
Orta Dogu halklarinin otoriter yonetimlere karsi isyani baslamistir (Birdane, 88).

Ayaklanma sonrasi, Nahda Partisi lideri Gannusi iilkeye donmiistiir. Tunus Genelkurmay
Baskani General Rasid Bin Ammar: “Bizim devrimimiz sizin devriminizdir. Ordu gencligin
devrimini bosa cikarmak isteyenlerin ¢abasina karsi devrimi koruyacaktir” seklinde agiklama
yaparak devrime sahip cikmistir (Kurt, 2014:12). Omri'ye gére ordunun bu devrimi koruyan tavri
devrimin basarisina biiylik bir katki yapmistir. Zaten Tunus’ta diger Arap tilkelerinin tersine
ordu, hiikiimette siyasi olarak hicbir zaman gii¢lii olmamistir (Omri, 2015: 17).

Diger yandan ordunun siyasetteki kisith roliine ek olarak Tunus’un diger iilkelerden farki
isci hareketi ve is¢i sendikalarinin gii¢lii olmasi idi (Omri, 2012). 1924’te bagimsizlik dncesi ilk
sendikanin kuruldugu ve grevlere liderlik ettigi Tunus’ta 1946’da sendikalarin birligi olarak
kurulan UGTT, bagimsizlik sonrasi yeni rejimin bir pargasi olmay1 basarmisti. Ancak 1970’lerdeki
ekonomik kriz, sendikadan bagimsiz ve onun Otesine gecen bir is¢ci hareketine yol agcmistir.
Ozellikle 1973’ten 1976’ya binlerce isci greve cikmis, bunlarin bir kismi sendikadan bagimsiz
yasal olmayan grevler ve fabrika isgalleri olmustur. Iscilerin taleplerine yeterince destek olmayan
UGTT baskan iscilerce protesto edilmektedir (Disney, 1978: 13). UGTT baskani Achour,
hiikiimetle uzlasamayinca, iscilerin destegi ile 26 Ocak 1978’de iilkede genel grev ilan etmistir ve
bununla beraber isciler sokaga inmistir. Ardindan Achour ve diger sendika yoneticileri
tutuklanmis ve asker miidahalesi ile 200’den fazla grevci is¢i Burgiba yonetimince 6lduriilmiistiir
(Disney, 12-14).

1984'te UGTT Tunus’taki Ekmek isyam’na katilmis, 2008’de Gafsa maden havzasindaki
direnisi orgiitlemeye katki yapmis, 2010°’da ise Bin Ali'ye karsi isyanin merkezlerinden biri
olmustur. Tunus’un, Arap Bahari’'nda rejimin ¢oktligiinii gosteren protestolar dizisinin doruk
noktasi ise yine UGTT'nin 6rgiitledigi 14 Ocak Grevi idi (Omri, 2015: 21). Devrimden sonra UGTT
kendini Kklasik sendikaciliktan farkli bicimde konumlandirarak, hiikiimetlere talepleri
dogrultusunda baski yapan, “herhangi bir siyasi partiden temelde farkli, her zaman var olan bir
siyasi aktor olarak” kabul ettirmistir. UGTT icindeki militan sendikacilar ise yatay isbirlikleri
yaparak “diger hareketlerle ortak eylemlere” girismistir (Niazi, 2021:1).

Devrimden sonraki ilk Ulusal Birlik hiikiimeti Nahda lideri Muhammed Gannusi tarafindan
15 Ocak 2011 tarihinde kurulmus, Tunus Meclis Baskan1 Fuad Mebazaa gegici Cumhurbaskani
olarak atanmis olmasina ragmen Tunus’ta eylemler siirmiis, halk hemen demokratik se¢cimlerin
yapilmasini istemistir (Birdane, 90). “UGTT, Baro, Gazeteciler Sendikasi ve diger sivil toplum
orgitleri ile siyasi partiler parlamentoya baski yapmak amaciyla bir toplanti diizenlemis ve
iclerinden sectikleri temsilcilerle birlikte “Devrimin Korunmas I¢in Ulusal Otorite” adinda bir
komisyon kurmuslardir” (Aktaran, Birdane, 91). UGTT, demokrasiye gecis siirecinde ortaya ¢ikan
bir arabulucu gii¢ olarak islev gormiistiir (Omri, 2015: 22).

Bu siirecin ardindan Gannusi istifa etmis ve yerine gelen basbakan se¢imlere gitmistir.
Ulusal Otorite Komisyonu, faaliyet alanimi genisleterek se¢imleri hedefleyen demokratiklesme
slirecine sahip cikmistir:

Sivil toplum orgiitleri c¢esitli komisyonlar kurmus, diger siyasal partiler ve
uluslararasi sivil toplum orgiitleri birlikte calismistir. Bu siirecte kurulan bagimsiz ulusal
komisyonlar 3 tanedir: Siyasi Reform Yiiksek Komisyonu, Ulusal Riisvet ve Yolsuzluk
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Arastirmasi Komisyonu ve 17 Aralik Siirecindeki Suistimalleri Arastirma Komisyonu.
(Aktaran, Birdane, 91).

Yeni partilerin kuruldugu secim 6ncesi ortamda anayasa tasarisi olusturma stireci oldukga
tartismali gecmistir. “Ulke genelinde tiim sivil toplum kuruluslar iki strateji izlemislerdir;
oncelikle sivil toplum temsilcileri yasa yapicilarla direk olarak ¢alismis ve anayasanin yaziminda
ve siyasi partilerle miizakerelerde gelisme saglanmasina yardimci olmuslardir” (Birdane, 92). Bu
tartismalar da en 6nemli rolii Ulusal Diyalog Dortliisii (UGTT, Tunus Barosu, LTDH, UTICA)
Ustlenmistir.t 2013’te yiiruttiikleri miizakerelerle Nahda Partisi ve koalisyon ortaklarinin istifa
etmesini saglamistir (Aytemur, 2017).

Ardindan yapilan segimlerden yine Nahda Partisi galip ¢ikmistir. Ayni zamanda devlet
baskanligi secimini de insan haklar1 savunucusu olan Muncef Marzuki kazanmistir. Muncef
Marzuki Cumhuriyet i¢cin Kongre Partisi'nin lideri olup partisi, Nahda ile beraber secime girmistir.

Nahda Partisi, iktidar1 sirasinda birtakim zorluklarla karsilasti. 2013'te Chokri Belaid ve
Mohamed Brahmi adl iki popiiler solcu aktivistin oldiiriilmesi lilkedeki demokratik ortami
yeniden tehdit altina sokmustur. Nahda iktidara geldiginde Zeynel Bin Ali rejimi tarafindan
tutuklanan ve bazilar1 Selefi cihad yanlilari olan kisileri serbest birakmistir ve bu kesimler
camilerin ylzde doksanini kontrol etmeye ve propaganda yapmaya baslamistir (Zoubir, 2015:
16). Ardindan Tunus’un ilk selefi Islamci partisi Jabhat al-Islah'1 2012’de yasal hale getirmistir. Bu
parti siyasi yol olarak seriati benimsemis bir parti idi (Torelli, Melone, Cavatorta, 2012: 146).
Bunun yani sira siddet eylemlerine girisen Ansar al-Sharia adli o6rgiit de Nahda tarafindan
gormezden gelinmekteydi (Torelli, Melone, Cavatorta, 2012: 150). Tunus'ta radikal islamcilarin
faaliyetlerine engel olmakta basarisiz olan Nahda Partisi bu suikastlerden 6tiirii suglanmis ve
siyasi sorunlar ekonomik sorunlar ile birlestiginde partinin iktidari toplum nezdinde mesruiyetini
yitirmeye baslamistir. Bu durum yogun protestolara yol agmis ve 28 Eyliil 2013’te Nahda’'nin
istifasi ile sonuglanmistir. Secimlere gidecek teknokrat bir hiikiimet belirleyen Nahda iktidari
birakmistir (Zoubir, 2015: 14).

27 Ocak 2014’te 6nemli tartismalar sonrasi yeni demokratik anayasa kabul edilmistir. Bu
anayasa, Arap Bahari1 sonrasinda bu boélgede kabul edilen en demokratik ve liberal anayasa
olmustur. Anayasa sivil ozgiirliikleri korumakta, yasama, yiiriitme ve yargi yetkilerinin ayrilmasi
esasinl tanimakta, kadinlarin siyasal kurumlarda var olmasini desteklemekte ve dini 6zgtirliikleri
garanti etmektedir (Zoubir, 2015: 14).

3. Tunus’'un Demokratik Anayasasi ve Temel Ozellikleri

Anayasa yar1 baskanlik rejimine dayali ancak gligler ayriligini esas alan demokratik bir
yOnetim kurmay1 amac¢lamaktadir:

2014 Tunus Anayasasi’'nda ise ne secilmis makamlara glivensizligin bir tezahiiri
olarak ileride ¢cikmasi muhtemel her tiirlii durum diisiiniiliip ayrintili bir diizenleme yapma
yoluna gidilmis; ne de 1959 Anayasas1 gibi bilingli bosluklar birakilip bu bosluklarin
uygulamada iktidar1 elinde bulunduran giicler tarafindan doldurulmasina miisaade
edilmistir. (Acil, 2017:91)

1 LTDH: Tunus insan Haklarin1 Koruma Ligi, UTICA: Tunus Endiistri, Ticaret ve Zanaat Birligi.
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Meclis de cumhurbaskani da halk tarafindan secilmektedir. Bagsbakan ise hiikiimet liyelerini
(bakanlari) belirleyip atama yetkisine sahiptir. Anayasada degisiklik yapmak icin gerekli stirec ise
su sekilde tanimlanmistir:

Anayasa degisikligini teklif etme yetkisi, Cumhurbaskani ve Meclis tliye tam sayisinin
ticte biri oraninda milletvekiline verilmistir. Temsilciler Meclisi Baskam tiim degisiklik
tekliflerini, anayasanin degistirilmesi yasaklanan hiikiimlerine aykir1 olup olmadigini
incelemesi icin Anayasa Mahkemesi'ne sunar. Anayasa Mahkemesi'nin uygun buldugu
tekliflerin maddelerinin goériisiilmesine gecilebilmesi i¢cin Meclis liye tamsayisinin salt
cogunlugunun oyu gereklidir. ... [Meclis] liye tamsayisinin {i¢te ikisinin oyuyla teklif kabul
edilmis olur (Acil, 2017:91).

Milletvekillerinin meclis faaliyetlerini 6zgiirce yiiriitebilmeleri i¢in yasama sorumsuzlugu
ve dokunulmazlig1 anayasada kabul edilmistir: Dokunulmazlik Temsilciler Meclisi’'nin bir karar1
ya da vekilin bir sug islerken yakalanmasi ile kaldirilabilir. Bagka bir yol 6ngoriillmemistir (Agil,
103).

Cumhurbaskaninin meclisi fesih yetkisi ise iki kosulda miimkiindiir. Dért ay boyunca se¢imi
kazanan partinin hiikiimeti kuramamasi ya da kurulan hiikiimetin meclisten glivenoyu alamamasi
durumunda cumhurbagskani meclisi feshe karar verebilmektedir (Acil, 103). Ayrica zamanlama
olarak olaganiistii hal durumlarinda (m.80/2) fesih yetkisini kullanmasi miimkiin degildir (A¢l,
109).

Olagantistii halin ilani ise Cumhurbaskaninin, Basbakan ve Temsilciler Meclisi Baskani’'na
da danistiktan sonra alacag bir kararla gerceklesebilmektedir. Ardindan stire¢ su sekilde devam
edebilir:

Olaganiistii hal ilaninin tizerinden 30 giin gectikten sonra Temsilciler Meclisi Bagskam
veya 30 milletvekili, olaganiistii hal ilanin1 gerektiren sebeplerin devam edip etmedigini
kararlastirmasi icin Anayasa Mahkemesi’'ne basvurabilir. Anayasa Mahkemesi 15 giin icinde
kararini agiklamak zorundadir (m.80/3) (A¢1l, 110).

4. 2014 Sonrasi Tunus’taki Gelismeler ve Kays Said’in Cumhurbaskanlhgi

26 Ekim 2014’te llkede parlamento secimleri ardindan da cumhurbaskanligi segimleri
demokratik bicimde gerceklestirilmistir. Secimleri Tunus’un Sesi Partisi kazanmis, Nahda ikinci
biiylik gii¢ olarak yerini almistir. 2012’de kurulan Tunus’un Sesi, sekiiler ve solcu kisilerden
olusmus ve gliclii sendikalarin destegini almis, Nahda’ya muhalif bir partidir (Tonay, 78). Secime
giren Halk Cephesi Ittifaki, iigiincii bir gii¢c olarak Tunus Komiinist Is¢i Partisi (TKIP) lideri
Hamma Hammami liderliginde kugtk oOlgekli sol partilerin bir araya gelmesiyle 2012’de
olusmustur (Tonay, 79). Gegici olarak hiikiimeti kuran Nahda’'nin siyasi ve ekonomik sorunlari
halledememesinin bir sonucu olarak gorece eski iktidardan kalma tiyeleri bulunan Tunus’un Sesi
Partisi, eski yonetimden kalma deneyimi sayesinde secimlerde avantajli konuma gelmis ve
kazanmistir (Cigek, 2014). Tunus’un Sesi % 37, Nahda ise %27 oraninda oy alirken, Halk Cephesi
%3 oranlarinda oy almistir (TBYSK, 2015). Cumhurbaskanligina aday gostermeyen Nahda, kim
kazanirsa onu destekleyecegini belirtmis ve iilkede olas1 bir krizin déniline gegmeye calismistir
(Tonay, 82). Cumhurbagskani olarak Kaid es-Sibsi ikinci turda secilmistir (Zoubir, 2015: 14).
Kendisi 6lene kadar 2019’a kadar gorev basinda kalmis, Tunus’un Sesi Partisi'ni kurucusudur.
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2019 secimlerinde tekrar aday olmayacagini dnceden aciklamasi demokratik sisteme bagh
oldugunun bir gostergesi olarak algilanmistir.

Tunus’ta hem Marzuki’'nin hem de Sibsi'nin demokratik se¢imlere saygi duyarak hareket
ettikleri goriilmistiir. Ancak 2019 cumhurbaskanligi secimi ile is basina gelen Kays Said’in tavri
pandemi ve devaminda gelen halk protestolar1 sonras1 demokratik esaslardan taviz vermekten
yana olmustur. Ulkedeki krizi otoriter yontemlerle asmaya calisan Said, "iilkenin tehlikede
oldugu"nu 6ne siirerek olagantistii hal ilan etmis, Tunus Basbakani Hisam El-Mesisi'yi gorevden
almis ve meclisin faaliyetlerini dondurmustur (Evrensel, 23.09.2021).

Eylil ayinda ise cumhurbagkani kararnameleriyle yasama ve yiiriitme yetkisini devralmasi
ve yasa tekliflerinin Anayasa'ya uygunlugunu denetleyen gecici komisyonu feshetmesi ile 2021
Eylil ayinda fiilen anayasay1 askiya almistir (gzt.com, 24.09.2021). Buna karsi, Cumhuriyet
Partisi, Afak Tunus, Demokratik Akim, Tekettiil Partisi ve Tunus Genel Is¢i Sendikasi (UGTT) ortak
bir aciklama yaparak anayasanin askiya alinmasini kabul etmediklerini, bunun tek adam rejimine
geri doniis oldugunu belirtmistir (gzt.com, 24.09.2021). Heniiz mevcut anayasal sistem
degismeden, kararnameler araciligiyla fiilen tlilkeyi yonetmeye baslayan Kays Said, gérevden
aldig1 basbakan yerine 29 Eyliil'de Najla Boudin'i basbakan atayarak onu hiikiimeti kurmakla
gorevlendirdi (Evrensel, 29.09.2021). Boudin uluslararasi sermayenin en 6nemli kurumlarindan
biri olan Diinya Bankasi’'nda gérev yapmistir ancak ilk kadin basbakan olmasi ile kamuoyunda
olumlu imaj sergilenmeye calisiimistir (Evrensel, 27.12.2021).

Al Kuds Al Arabi gazetesinden aktarildig: lizere, Tunus’'ta bu kararnamelere ek olarak
muhalefet de baskilanmaya basladi. insan Haklari izleme Orgiitii (Human Rights Watch)
raporunda Kays Said’e yoneltilen elestiriler, milletvekilleri dahil olmak iizere Tunuslularin
“Cumhurbaskanina hakaret” suclamasiyla yargilanmasina ve tutuklanmasina neden olmaya
basladi (Evrensel, 27.12.2021). Said, 2022 Subat ayinda Yiiksek Yargi Konseyi'ni feshetti. Daha
once yargiclar1 kararlar1 dolayisiyla agikea elestirerek yargi organlarina baski yapan Said’in
feshettigi Yiiksek Yargi Konseyi bagimsiz ve anayasal bir kurum olarak yargi bagimsizliginin
saglanmasi, yargiclar icin kurallarin diizenlenmesi ve mesleki terfilerin verilmesi gibi gorevleri
yerine getirmekteydi (Milliyet, 06.02.2022). Y1l sonunda bir referandum ile yeni bir anayasa
tasarisinl oylamaya sunmaktan bahseden Said’in baskanlik sistemine gecerek fiili otoriter rejimi
yasal garanti altina almay1 amagladig1 agik hale gelmistir.

2014 yilinda ulusal diyalog siireci sonucunda kabul edilen ve yar1 baskanlik sistemine
dayanan Tunus Anayasasl yerine yeni bir anayasa taslagi hazirlandigini ve 17 Aralik 2022’de halk
oylamasina sunulacagimi belirten Said’in, cumhurbaskaninin yetkilerini fiilen kararnamelerle
genisletmek yerine baskanlik sistemine gecerek asli yetkileri haline getirmesi glindeme gelmistir.

Sonug¢

Tunus’ta yasanan son yildaki siirec, otoriterlesme ve demokratik rejimin tahribine dair
oldukga fazla gostergeyi barindirmaktadir. Olaganiistii halin ilan edilmesi ve sonrasindaki siirecte
Kays’in cumhurbagkani kararnameleri anayasaya aykiri niteliktedir.

Said’in mevcut anayasaya gore, olaganiistii hal kararini meclis baskani ve meclise danisarak
almasi, olaganiistli halin devami icin Anayasa Mahkemesine bagsvurmasi gerekmektedir. Ancak
meclis faaliyetlerini dondurma gegici kararini tek basina almis, anayasal denetim komisyonunu
kaldirmis ve bu kosullarda olaganiistii hal ilan etmistir. Ardindan olagan siirece gegcmek yerine
meclisi feshetmis ve yilsonuna kadar yiiritme ve yasama yetkisini elinde toplamistir.
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Cumhurbaskaninin bu yolla meclisi feshetme yetkisi anayasal olarak yoktur. Meclisin feshi
anayasaya gore ancak hiikiimet giivenoyu alamadiginda gerceklestirilebilir.

Baskanlik sistemine dayanan bir anayasa tasarisi hazirlayacagini ve oylanacagini séyleyen
Kays, 1959 Anayasasi’nin yol actii otoriter rejimi yeniden tesis ederek karsi devrim
gerceklestirmis durumuna diismiis ve devrimin kazanimi olan 2014 Anayasasi’'ni kaldirmayi
hedefler gortinmektedir. Fiilen otoriter bir rejimi anayasaya aykir1 bicimde kararnamelerle
kurmustur. Yilsonunda gerceklesecek halk oylamasi ise yeni bir anayasa ile yeniden otoriter
baskanlik rejimini yasal hale getirmeyi amaglamaktadir. Arap Bahari’'ni baslatan ve ardindan
demokratik bir anayasay1 ulusal diyalog ile kabul eden Tunus'un durumu karsisinda siyasi
muhalefetin alacagl pozisyon ve halkin tavr1 oldukca 6nem tasimaktadir. Siiphesiz Tunus'un
gelecegini kuracak olan yine halkin kendi iradesi ve demokrasiye sahip ¢ikmadaki israr1 olacaktir.
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Achieving Economic Development in the Middle East Leads to Political and Social Stability
Abstract

To achieve political and social stability in the Middle East, it requires achieving economic growth and
development in its countries, because economic change often occurs first, and then it is followed by political,
social and cultural transformations. At the internal level, one of the causes of the problem of political and
social instability, some countries in the Middle East suffer from ethnic, sectarian and cultural differences;
beside a state of poverty among these groups. The Middle East region is the focus of international politics
because of the ongoing conflicts between global powers, in order to dominate the wealth of peoples. Thus,
exploiting the poverty situations in these countries, and the ethnic, sectarian and cultural conflicts in their
societies. Among the proposals for solutions to this problem, it is necessary to focus on social and economic
solutions. On the social level, one of the structural requirements is the formation of mechanisms that work
to manage the dialogue between the different groups, regardless of the level of disagreement. Among the
requirements of the dialogue is the involvement of the government and the people, and higher education
institutions. At the level of the people, community leaders and religious leaders must be included in the
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dialogue process. On the economic side, China is at the forefront of the countries that believe in peace and
achieving economic development among the postulates of achieving peace through the implementation of
the Belt and Road Initiative, which aims to increase the gross domestic product of 70 countries, and increase
the per capita income rate for 65% of the world’s population. The Middle East represents the heart of the
region through which the New Silk Road passes. This is accompanied by the vision of the Republic of Turkey,
which calls for the establishment of preferential trade zones between countries, which naturally develop to
the level of common markets, and a free trade zone for the whole of the Middle East. It is possible to involve
some other countries, which believe in the necessity of achieving political and social stability in the Middle
East, and support its priorities and requirements. There are many factors that enforce the Middle East - self
- problem solving such as: current Russian-Ukrainian war, Corona pandemic, the US trade war with some
of the world’s competing countries and decline of the influence of the West in the world of today. Any
stakeholder from outside the Middle East who believes in the goals of achieving political and social stability
can join these efforts. The researcher will apply two approaches (descriptive and analytical). In addition to
collecting out what was written on the economy, politics and social in the Middle East, and the Silk Road
Initiative in its new version, to develop visions about the requirements and conditions necessary to achieve
political and social stability conducive to sustainable peace in the Middle East. The researcher will set real
results that will lead to reliable recommendations that will help the decision-maker in the Middle East and
his partners to maintain, develop the strong points and positive opportunities in achieving political and
social stability, and address weaknesses and threats in order to confront and address them. Therefore,
economic development, which leads to achieve political and social stability, is conducive to sustainable
peace, and social welfare, in the Middle East and the entire world.

Keywords: Middle East, Turkey, China, economic growth, political and social stability.
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