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What is History?
• History is the study of the past through the
archives, memoirs, ruins and all other
remnants of previous civilizations and
societies, by considering the conditions,
correlations, causes and results of
historical records as well.

• History provides the foundations of
national identity and culture which enable
the survival of the modern nation‐state, by
forming and strengthening the ties among
the imagined communities.

• History repeats itself.
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The Ottoman Empire: An Overview 

• A frontier principality (Beylik) circa
1300 in Asia Minor, Anatolia.

• 1453, Istanbul

• The Turkish Empire.

Beyliks and other states in Asia 
minor in the 12th century
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• Osman Bey, the warrior
• Fought against the Byzantine Empire

• Orhan the warrior, Bursa

• Murat Hüdavendigar, the devotee of God,
Adrianople

• Thanks to Sucesses and Trade
• the support of Turkish migrant tribes and

obtained a wider source of soldiers.

• Transition to Europe and conquests
• Lands of Bulgaria and Greece

• The Fall of the Byzantium Empire, formerly
Constantinople

Founder of the Ottoman Empire:
Osman the Warrior and his warriors
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Widely known Ottoman Sultans

The entry of Mehmed the Conqueror 
(1432-1481) into Constantinople

Selim the Resolute (1470-1520) Suleiman the Magnificent,
or Suleiman the Lawgiver

(1494-1566)



6

Old Trade Routes

The Silk Road (red) and the Spice Road
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Rise of the Ottoman Empire 
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Ottoman Imperial Administration System
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Ruling Class and System of the Empire 
during classical period

Sultan

Divan‐ı Hümayun

Military Elite Administrative Elite Religious Elite

Military Officers Civil bureaucrats Religion, law and education 
bureaucrats 

Undertake 
administrative and 
military duties

Carry out correspondence 
and finance Works 

Undertake supervision of 
administration, education and 

judicial affairs
Representatives are 
viziers and admiral in 

chief

Nisanci (Sealer) and 
defterdar

(as Finance Minister)

Seyhulislam (grand mufti) and 
kazaskers (chief judge)



11

Social Structure of Class in Classical Period of 
the Empire
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The Ottoman Millet (Nation) System

The Millet «Nation» System 
(“Millet”= Religious 

Community)

“Millet‐i Hakime” 
The Dominant Millet 

(All Muslims regardless of 
ethnic origin)

“Millet‐i Mahkume” 
(The Dominated Millet[s]) 

(Non‐Muslims organized into 
autonomous communities) 
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The Background of the Ottoman Decline ‐ Internal
Reasons The Deterioration in the Administration

• Sanjak System:
• Until 17th Century,
• The princes (Şehzade), Prince Governor

• Better experience
• Fight against their brothers.
• Killing his brothers or sons as well.

• Change in the 17th Century by Ahmet the First.
• The firstborn of the dynasty

• Primogeniture ascended to the throne
• Princes waited

• Preventing gaining experience
• Not elimination of the less capable princes.

• The inexperienced sultans
• Under influences of the Palace officials,
• Janissaries and
• their mothers and wives.

Ahmet I
14th Ottoman Sultan
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The Deterioration in the Economy
• Weaking of the Central Authority

• The misrule and turmoil in the provinces.
• Ongoing wars against the Austrians and Safevids
• Economic hardships

• Revolts
• migration

• New tax colecting system
• Tax farming (İltizam)

• Huge costs of the wars,

• Bonuses for the enthronement (Cülus Bahşişi),

• Decline in the taxes,

• Lavish expenditures of the Palace and

• the collapse of the Ottoman local artisans

• Flow of precious materials from the New World to Europe and

• Cheap products

• The Capitulations
• France, Britain, Holland etc
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Economic Problems
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The Deterioration in the Army
• The Janissaries

• More burdens on the Ottoman Treasury

• Timarli Sipahis
• Fief Holders (Timar Holders)

• Later Sekbans.
• The province soldiers
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SIPAHI
SEKBAN JANISSARY
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Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, 
founder of Modern 
Turkey, wearing the 
traditional Janissary 
uniform at a 
masquerade ball during 
his early years in the 
Ottoman Army.
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