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BASKAN’IN ONSOZU

Afrika’nin politik, kiiltiirel, ekonomik, stratejik ve tarihi konumu 15. ylizyildan itibaren
bolgede etkili olan emperyalist gliclerin miicadeleleri ile sekillenmistir. Glinlimiizde hala
etkisi devam eden somiirgecilik Afrika bolgesinde catismalarin, istikrarsizligin ve bolgedeki
ekonomik geri kalmisligin en 6nemli sebebidir. Bolgede giic dengelerinin degismesinden
dolayi stirekli olarak siyasi, ekonomik ve sosyal bir doniisiimler yasanmaktadir. Dolayisiyla
bolgede yasanan gelismeleri daha iyi analiz edebilmek ve yorumlayabilmek icin bu degisim
dinamiklerini anlamak son derece elzemdir. Uluslararasi alanin énemli aktdrlerinden biri
olarak Tiirkiye, Afrika iizerinden uluslararasi sosyal, kiiltiirel, politik ve bilimsel isbirligini
gelistirmek icin ciddi bir sorumluluk tstlenmektedir.

“Kiiresel Diinyada Afrika” konulu Uluslararas1 Afrika Sempozyumu, yukarida belirtilen
amag¢ dogrultusunda 24-25 Mayis 2024 tarihinde Istanbul Gelisim Universitesi biinyesinde
gerceklestirilmistir. Uluslararasi katilima agik olan etkinlige basta Afrika bolgesi olmak
lizeri, bircok tilke ve Tiirkiye'den ¢ok sayida arastirmaci katilmistir. Sempozyum Istanbul
Gelisim Universitesi Siyaset Bilimi ve Kamu Yonetimi, Siyaset Bilimi ve Uluslararasi iliskiler,
MOKHA ve IGU Siyasal ve Sosyal Arastirmalar Uygulama ve Arastirma Merkezi (IGUSAM)
tarafindan diizenlenmistir. Dokuz oturumdan olusan Sempozyumda Tiirkce, Ingilizce,
Fransizca ve Arapga dillerinde bildiriler sunulmustur.

Istanbul Gelisim Universitesi Rektorii Prof. Dr. Bahri SAHIN’e, iktisadi, Idari ve Sosyal
Bilimler Fakiiltesi Dekani Prof. Dr. Kenan AYDIN’a, Sempozyum Koordinatorleri Dog. Dr.
Fatih Fuat TUNCER ve Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Mouhamed Bachir DIOP’a, Siyaset Bilimi ve Kamu
Yonetimi Boliimii ve Siyaset Bilimi ve Uluslararas: Iliskiler Béliimii'ne ve iGU Stratejik
Arastirma Merkezi'ne (IGUSAM) tesekkiir ederim.

Son olarak, davetimizi geri cevirmeyen ve etkinlige katkida bulunan tiim akademisyenlere
ozel tesekkiirlerimi sunarim.

Abdulkadir GAYRETLI
Istanbul Gelisim Universitesi
Miitevelli Heyeti Baskani
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PRESIDENT’S PREFACE

Africa's political, cultural, economic, strategic, and historical position has been shaped by
the struggles of the imperialist powers that have been influential in the region since the 15th
century. Colonialism, which still has an effect today, is the most important reason for many
conflicts, instability, and economic backwardness in the African region. Due to the changing
balance of power in the continent, political, economic, and social transformations are
constantly taking place. Therefore, it is extremely essential to understand these dynamics
of change in order to better analyze and interpret the developments in the region. As one of
the important actors in the international arena, Turkey assumes a serious responsibility to
develop international social, cultural, political, and scientific cooperation through Africa.

The International African Symposium on "Africa in the Global World" was held on May 24-
25, 2024 at Istanbul Gelisim University in line with the above-mentioned purpose. The
event, which is open to international participation, was attended by many researchers from
many countries, especially from Africa and Turkey. The symposium was organized by the
Istanbul Gelisim University, Department of Political Science and Public Administration,
Political Science and International Relations, MOKHA, and IGU Center for Political and Social
Research (IGUSAM). Papers were presented in Turkish, English, French, and Arabic in the
symposium, consisting of nine sessions.

[ would like to thank Istanbul Gelisim University Rector Prof. Dr. Bahri SAHIN, Dean of the
Faculty of Economics, Administrative and Social Sciences Prof. Dr. Kenan AYDIN,
Symposium Coordinators Assoc. Prof. Dr. Fatih Fuat TUNCER and Asst. Prof. Dr. Mouhamed
Bachir DIOP, Department of Political Science and Public Administration, and Department of
Political Science and International Relations, and IGU Strategic Research Center (IGUSAM).

Finally, I would like to express my special thanks to all the academics who did not reject our
invitation and contributed to the event.

Abdulkadir GAYRETLI
Istanbul Gelisim University
Board of Trustees, Chairman
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REKTOR’UN ONSOZU

Afrika kitasinda yasanan ekonomik, siyasi, sosyal ve kiiltiirel sorunlar uluslararasi siyasetin
giindemini diin oldugu gibi bugiin de yogun olarak mesgul etmektedir. B6lgenin tarihsel
gecmisine baktigimizda, somiirgecilik faaliyetlerinin, bolgede yasanan sorunlarin en temel
sebebi oldugunu soyleyebiliriz. Afrika {ilkelerinin uzun bir siire boyunca biiyiik giicler
tarafindan somiiriilmesi ve kaynaklarinin disa aktarimi bolgenin gelisimine engel olmustur.
21. yuzyila gelindiginde kurumsal diizeyde gerekli reformlarin yapilmamasi, altyapi ve
sanayi tesisi yaritimlarinin yetersiz kalmasinin yani sira bolge iilkelerinde siyasal istikrarin
saglanamamasi bir¢ok sorunu beraberinde getirmistir. Temel insani ihtiyaglara erisim,
bolgesel catismalar ve go¢c meselesi bu sorunlarin baslicalaridir. Dolayisiyla hem bolge
halklarinin yasadig1 sorunlara ¢oéziim lretmek hem de kiiresel diizeyde etki yaratma
potansiyeline sahip sorunlarin 6niine gegmek icin Afrika bolgesinin sorunlarina ¢éziim
iretmek elzemdir. Yasanan degisimler tarihsel agidan siyasal ve sosyal gelismelerin
yeniden ele alinmasini ve mevcut i¢c ve dis dinamiklerin yeniden degerlendirilmesini
zorunlu kilmaktadir.

Bu dogrultuda “Kiiresel Diinyada Afrika” temasiyla Istanbul Gelisim Universitesi tarafindan
diizenlenen Uluslararasi Afrika Sempozyumu, 24-25 Mayis 2024 tarihinde gerceklesmistir.
Bu sempozyumun en temel amaci bolgede yasanan gelismelere dikkat ¢ekerek var olan
sorunlar1 uluslararas: diizeyde tartisilacag: bir platform olusturmaktir. Tiirkee, ingilizce,
Arapga ve Fransizca bildirilerin sunuldugu sempozyum yogun bir ilgiyle karsilanmistir.

Bolgenin politik, ekonomik, toplumsal ve kiiltiirel dinamiklerindeki doniistimleri inceleyen
ve farkli konu bashiklart altinda zengin tartismalarin gerceklestirilmesini amaclayan
Uluslararasi Afrika Sempozyumu icin Istanbul Gelisim Universitesi Miitevelli Heyeti Baskani
Sayin Abdulkadir GAYRETLI'ye, Iktisadi, Idari ve Sosyal Bilimler Fakiiltesi Dekani Prof. Dr.
Kenan AYDIN’a, Sempozyum Koordinatérleri Dog. Dr. Fatih Fuat TUNCER ve Dr. Ogr. Uysi.
Mouhamed Bachir DIOP’a, Siyaset Bilimi ve Kamu Yonetimi Boliimi ve Siyaset Bilimi ve
Uluslararasi iliskiler Béliimii'ne, IGU Stratejik Arastirma Merkezi'ne (IGUSAM) ve emegi
gecen tiim 6g8retim liyeleri ve 68rencilerine tesekkiirlerimi sunuyorum.

Prof. Dr. Bahri SAHIN
Rektor
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RECTOR’S PREFACE

The economic, political, social, and cultural problems experienced in the African continent
continue to occupy the agenda of international politics. When we look at the historical past
of the region, we can confirm that colonialism activities are the most fundamental reason
for the problems experienced in the region. The exploitation of African countries by great
powers for a long time and the transfer of their resources abroad have hindered the
development of the region. In the 21st century, the lack of necessary reforms at the
institutional level, inadequate infrastructure and industrial facility investments, as well as
the failure to ensure political stability in the countries of the region have brought many
problems. Access to basic human needs, regional conflicts, and migration issues are the
main ones. Therefore, it is essential to find solutions to the problems of the African region
in order to both find solutions to the problems experienced by the people of the region and
to prevent problems that have the potential to create a global impact. The changes
experienced necessitate the reconsideration of political and social developments from a
historical perspective and the re-evaluation of the current internal and external dynamics.
In this context, the International African Symposium organized by Istanbul Gelisim
University with the theme of “Africa in the Global World” was held on May 24-25, 2024. The
main purpose of this symposium is to draw attention to the developments in the region and
create a platform where existing problems can be discussed at an international level. The
symposium papers were presented in Turkish, English, Arabic, and French, with great
interest. [ would like to thank the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Istanbul Gelisim
University, Mr. Abdulkadir GAYRETLI, Dean of the Faculty of Economics, Administrative and
Social Sciences, Prof. Dr. Kenan AYDIN, Symposium Coordinators Assoc. Prof. Dr. Fatih Fuat
TUNCER and Asst Prof. Dr. Mouhamed Bachir DIOP, Department of Political Science and
Public Administration and Department of Political Science and International Relations, IGU
Strategic Research Center (IGUSAM) and all the academicians and students who contributed
to the International Africa Symposium, which examines the transformations in the political,
economic, social and cultural dynamics of the region and aims to carry out rich discussions
under different headings.

Prof. Dr. Bahri SAHIN
Rector



DEKAN’IN ONSOZU

Medeniyetinin kadim cografyasi ve diinyanin en eski yerlesim yerlerinden olan Afrika
Kitasi, antik caglardan bu yana kiiltiirel, stratejik ve ticari dnemi ile biitiin medeniyetler icin
bir ¢ekim alani olmustur. Ancak Afrika Kkitasinin bu cazibesi beraberinde bu kadim
cografyanin bir rekabet sahasina doniismesine de neden olmustur. Bélgenin insan ve dogal
kaynaklarini sémiirmek isteyen emperyalist glicler 6zellikle Sanayi Devrimi ile beraber
Afrika bolgesine yonelmislerdir. Uzun bir siire boyunca bélgenin insan ve dogal kaynaklari
sortriiliirken ayrica Afrika bolgesi ileri kapitalist go¢lerin pazaralani haline getirilmistir.
Oyle ki II. Diinya Savasi’'ndan sonra sémiirgecilik faaliyetleri resmi diizeyde son bulmasina
ragmen emperyalist giiclerin bolge lizerinde yarattiklar asimetrik bagimhlik iliskisi Afrika
Ulkelerinin gelismesine ve bélge halklarinin refah diizeylerinin artmasinin éniine ge¢mistir.
Son donemde bolge tilkelerinin bu bagimlilik ve tistii 6rtiili sémiiri bigiminden kurtulmak
adina attiklar c¢esitli adimlar vardir. Bunlardan en 6nemlisi kiiresel diizeyde emperyalist
giiclere alternatif olabilecek ve uluslararasi alanda etki yaratan iilkelerle isbirligi yapmaktir.
Bu isbirligine ac¢ik ve bu dogrultuda adim atan tilkelerden biri ise Tiirkiye’dir. Bu isbirligi
hem Tiirkiye'nin hem de Afrika lilkelerinin alternatif bir yap1 insa ederek dis bagimliliklarini
minimize etmelerine katki saglayabilir. Bu yiizden 6zellikle Tiirkiye ve bolge tilkeleri i¢in
bolge sorunlarina yonelik yeni yaklasimlar ve kapsamli analizlere tarihte hi¢ olmadigi kadar
ihtiya¢ duyulmaktadir.

Iste bu yilizden “Kiiresel Diinyada Afrika” konulu Uluslararasi Afrika Sempozyumu, yukarida
belirtilen amag¢ dogrultusunda 24-25 Mayis 2024 tarihinde istanbul Gelisim Universitesi
biinyesinde gerceklestirilmistir. Uluslararas1 katilima acik olan etkinlige basta Afrika
bolgesi olmak {tizeri, bircok tlke ve Tiirkiye'den cok sayida arastirmacit katilmistir.
Sempozyum Istanbul Gelisim Universitesi Siyaset Bilimi ve Kamu Yénetimi, Siyaset Bilimi
ve Uluslararas: Iliskiler, MOKHA ve IGU Siyasal ve Sosyal Arastirmalar Uygulama ve
Arastirma Merkezi (IGUSAM) tarafindan diizenlenmistir. Ulkemiz ve Afrika cografyasi icin
son derece 6nemli olan bu sempozyumun gerceklestirilmesine olanak saglayan Istanbul
Gelisim Universitesi Miitevelli Heyeti Baskani Sayin Abdulkadir GAYRETLI'ye, Istanbul
Gelisim Universitesi Rektorii Sayin Prof. Dr. Bahri SAHIN’a, Sempozyum Koordinatorleri Dr.
Ogr. Uyesi Mouhamed Bachir DIOP ve Dog. Dr. Fatih Fuat TUNCER’e Siyaset Bilimi ve ve
Kamu Yonetimi ve Siyaset Bilimi ve Uluslararas: iliskiler boliimleri 6gretim iiyelerine
tesekkiirlerimi sunuyorum. Bildirilerin bu alanda c¢alisan tiim arastirmact ve
akademisyenlere faydali olmasini temenni ediyorum.

Prof. Dr. Kenan AYDIN

[GU 1iSBF Dekani
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DEAN'’S PREFACE

The ancient geography of its civilization and one of the oldest settlements in the world, the
African continent has been an area of attraction for all civilizations since ancient times with
its cultural, strategic, and commercial importance. However, this attraction of the African
continent has also caused this ancient geography to turn into a competitive area. Imperialist
powers that wanted to exploit the human and natural resources of the region turned to the
African region, especially with the Industrial Revolution. While the human and natural
resources of the region were exploited for a long time, the African region was also turned
into a marketplace for advanced capitalist migrations. So much so that, although colonial
activities officially ended after World War 1, the asymmetrical dependency relationship
created by imperialist powers on the region prevented the development of African
countries and the increase in the welfare levels of the peoples of the region. Recently, there
have been various steps taken by the countries of the region to get rid of this dependency
and covert exploitation. The most important of these is to cooperate with countries that can
be an alternative to imperialist powers on a global level and have an impact in the
international arena. One of the countries that is open to this cooperation and takes steps in
this direction is Turkey. This cooperation can contribute to both Turkey and African
countries building an alternative structure and minimizing their external dependencies.
Therefore, new approaches and comprehensive analyses regarding regional problems are
needed more than ever before, especially for Turkey and regional countries.

That is why the International African Symposium titled “Africa in the Global World” was
held on May 24-25, 2024 at Istanbul Gelisim University in line with the above-mentioned
purpose. The event, which was open to international participation, was attended by many
researchers from many countries, especially the African region, and Turkey. The
symposium was organized by the Istanbul Gelisim University Departments of Political
Science and Public Administration, Political Science and International Relations, MOKHA,
and IGU Political and Social Research Application and Research Center (IGUSAM). We would
like to thank Istanbul Gelisim University Board of Trustees Chairman Abdulkadir GAYRETLI,
who made it possible to hold this symposium, which is extremely important for our country
and the African geography, and Istanbul Gelisim University Rector Prof. Dr. Bahri SAHIN
and the Symposium Coordinators Asst. Prof. Dr. Mouhamed Bachir DIOP and Assoc. Prof. Dr.
Fatih Fuat TUNCER, and the faculty members of the Departments of Political Science and
Public Administration and Political Science and International Relations. I hope that the
papers will be useful to all researchers and academics working in this field.

Prof. Dr. Kenan AYDIN
Dean of the Faculty of Economics,
Administrative and Social Sciences
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AKADEMIK KOORDINATORLERIN ONSOZU

Kitadaki ac1 somiirge deneyimi, kita iilkelerini ciddi zorluklarla karsi karsiya birakmaktadir.
Bu durum, 25 Mayis 1963 'te Afrika Birligi Orgiitii'niin (su anda Afrika Birligi) kurulmasinin
ana nedeni olmustur. Kurulusundan bu yana, Afrika iilkseleri arasindaki birlik ve
dayanismay1 giiclendirmeyi, kita halklari i¢in daha iyi bir yasam saglanmasina yonelik is
birligi ve cabalari koordine etmeyi ve yogunlastirmay1 hedeflenmekted. Afrika, bol miktarda
dogal kaynaklara, hizla artan bir niifusa ve ¢ok sayida agik pazara sahip bir tlkedir. Bu
jeopolitik doniisiimlere bagli olarak kitanin uluslararasi arenadaki onemi ve statiisii
artmakta, uluslararasi aktorler ¢esitlenmektedir. Uluslararasi sistemde aktif giindemi olan
orta giiclerden biri olarak Tirkiye'nin Afrika'daki rollinin 6nemi buradan
kaynaklanmaktadir. Tiirkiye, 1998 yilinda Afrika Politika Belgesi'ni yayinlamis, ardindan
Tiirkiye'nin Afrika Birligi'ne gozlemci liye olarak kabul edilmesi, 2005 yilinda Addis
Ababa'daki Tirkiye Biyiikelciliginin Afrika Birligi ve diger bolgesel kuruluslara
akreditasyonu, ilk Tirk- Afrika zirvesi 2008'de gergeklestirmistir. Son yillarda Tirk ve
Afrika taraflarinin siyasi, diplomatik ve ekonomik diizeyde hizli atilimlar gerceklestirmesi,
bu konuyla ilgilenen akademik arastirmacilar i¢in Tiirkiye-Afrika iliskilerinin gelecegine
iliskin pek ¢ok soruyu giideme getirmekted. Bu baglamda her yil 25 Mayis'a denk gelen
Afrika Giinii vesilesiyle, istanbul Gelisim Universitesi Siyaset Bilimi ve Kamu Yénetimi,
Siyaset Bilimi ve Uluslararas: Iliskiler, MOKHA ve IGU Siyasal ve Sosyal Aragtirmalar
Uygulama ve Arastirma Merkezi (IGUSAM) tarafindan uygun bir ortam saglamak iizere
uluslararasi bir bilimsel sempozyumu diizenleme girisiminde bulunmaktadir.

Bu sempozyum, Kamu Diplomasi, Tiirkiye'deki Afrika Calismalari, Afrika ve Medya Afrika
1maj1, Afrika Algisi, Afrika Calismalarindaki Tehditler ve Sinirhliklar, Afrika Diasporasi,
Afrika Kiltiirti Calismalari, Afrika Tarihi Afrika Antropolojisi Calismalari, Afrika’da Din,
Etnisite ve Siyaset, Afrika Egitim Calismalari, Afrika Siyaseti, Afrika’da Giivenlik Calismalari
Afrika Ekonomisi, Afrika’da Enerji Sorunu, Afrika’da Sinir Sorunlari, Afrika’da Cevre ve Su
Sorunu, Afrika’da STK Calismalari, ve Afrika-Tiirkiye iliskilerini dogrudan ilgilendiren
disiplinleri kapsamaktadir. Sempozyumda diinyanin farkl tlkelerinden gelen seckin bilim
insanlan ve arastirmacilar Tiirkce, Ingilizce, Fransizca ve Arapca dillerinde bildirilerini
sunmuslardir. Istanbul Gelisim Universitesi Miitevelli Heyeti Baskami Abdulkadir
GAYRETLI'ye, istanbul Gelisim Universitesi Rektérii Prof. Dr. Bahri SAHIN’e, iktisadi, Idari
ve Sosyal Bilimler Fakiiltesi Dekani Prof. Dr. Kenan AYDIN’a, Siyaset Bilimi ve Uluslararasi
lligkiler Béliimii'ne, Siyaset Bilimi ve Kamu Yénetimi Boliimii'ne ve katkida bulunan tiim
akademik personele katkilarindan dolay1 siikranlarimi sunarim. Ayrica, degerli
katkilarindan dolay tiim katilimcilara tesekkiir ederim.

Dog. Dr. Fatih Fuat TUNCER
Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Mouhamed Bachir DIOP
Akademik Koordinatorler
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ACADEMIC COORDINATORS’ PREFACE

The bitter colonial experience on the African continent has left the countries of the continent
facing serious challenges. This situation was the main reason for the establishment of the
Organization of African Unity (now the African Union) on May 25, 1963. Since its
establishment, it has aimed to strengthen unity and solidarity among African countries, to
coordinate and intensify cooperation and efforts to provide a better life for the people of the
continent. Africa is a country with abundant natural resources, a rapidly growing
population, and many open markets. Due to these geopolitical transformations, the
importance and status of the continent in the international arena are increasing, and
international actors are diversifying. The importance of Turkey's role in Africa as one of the
middle powers with an active agenda in the international seems very significant. Turkey
published the Africa Policy Document in 1998, followed by Turkey's acceptance as an
observer member of the African Union, the accreditation of the Turkish Embassy in Addis
Ababa to the African Union and other regional organizations in 2005, and the first Turkish-
African summitin 2008. The rapid political, diplomatic, and economic progress made by the
Turkish and African sides in recent years has raised many questions regarding the future of
Turkey-Africa relations for academic researchers interested in this subject. In this context,
on the occasion of Africa Day, which falls on May 25 every year, Istanbul Gelisim University,
Department of Political Science and Public Administration, Political Science and
International Relations, MOKHA, and IGU Political and Social Studies Application and
Research Center (IGUSAM) organizes an international scientific symposium to provide a
suitable environment. This symposium covers Public Diplomacy, African Studies in Turkey,
Africa and Media African Image, Perception of Africa, Threats and Limitations in African
Studies, African Diaspora, African Culture Studies, African History, African Anthropology
Studies, Religion, Ethnicity, and Politics in Africa, African Education Studies, African Politics,
Security Studies in Africa, African Economy, Energy Issues in Africa, Border Issues in Africa,
Environment and Water Issues in Africa, NGO Studies in Africa, and disciplines directly
related to Africa-Turkey relations. In the symposium, distinguished scientists and
researchers from different countries of the world presented their papers in Turkish,
English, French, and Arabic.

We would like to thank Abdulkadir GAYRETLI, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of
Istanbul Gelisim University, Prof. Dr. Bahri SAHIN, Rector of Istanbul Gelisim University,
Prof. Dr. Kenan AYDIN, Dean of the Faculty of Economics, Administrative and Social
Sciences, the Head of Department of Political Science and International Relations, Prof. Dr.
Neziha MUSAOGLU, the Head of Department of Political Science and Public Administration,
Prof. Dr. Senol DURGUN and all the academic staff who contributed to this study for their
valuable contributions.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Fatih Fuat TUNCER

Asst. Prof. Dr. Mouhamed Bachir DIOP
The Academic Coordinators
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Epistemic Violence in the Construction of Civilization

Senol DURGUN"

Abstract

Human history has encountered many different civilizations from its beginning to the
present day. Throughout the historical process, these civilizations have encountered and
interacted with each other, both through war and peace. However, new developments that
emerged after the Industrial Revolution changed the way that civilizations were viewed and
interpreted in human history. After this date, human history was subjected to re-evaluation
and re-reading according to the perspective of the new rising center. In other words, with
the changes experienced in Western Europe with the Industrial Revolution and the
Enlightenment Movement, the reading of civilization was changed from scratch, and a
search was directed towards building it on the development line of Western Europe. That
is, human history began to be read through the history of Europe, and the important socio-
political or cultural transformation points of the Europeans were constructed as important
turning points in the general history of humanity, and an appropriate period and
historiography were highlighted. This situation further strengthened a distinction between
Europe and others that had existed since ancient Greece and generally strengthened
humanity's search for the construction of a new inter-societal order by subjecting it to a
hierarchical classification. Although attempts were made to establish this situation with
physical force, there was a strong understanding that true domination could be achieved
through transformation in the mental field. However, this was an epistemic violence, which
is a different type of violence than physical violence.

Epistemic violence in general; is the determination of how knowledge and concepts will be
understood, analyzed, and interpreted. However, it is not enough to just determine, it is also
necessary to ensure that the one who is determined as the other internalizes it. As a whole,
this situation was epistemic violence itself. Epistemic violence peaked in the Western world
after the 19th century, came to the fore as a common type of violence, and has been widely
practiced since then. The expansion of the Western world, achieved through military power,
ended after a while due to the limited area of the world, and this time the main problem was
to ensure the "normalization" of the expansion achieved on a global scale. Since it was
difficult to achieve "normalization"” with purely physical forces, the mental occupation had
to be completed in order to become permanent in the places they captured in very different
geographies. For this purpose, liquidating the cultural codes of the places visited, or if it
cannot be liquidated, emptying the content of these codes has become one of the most

* Prof. Dr., Istanbul Gelisim Universitesi I{SBF Siyaset Bilimi ve Kamu Yénetimi Boliimij,
E-posta: sdurgun@gelisim.edu.tr ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6234-5176
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obvious applications of the type of epistemic violence. Napoleon's invasion of Ottoman
Egypt is generally cited as the beginning of this type of violence. Napoleon's invasion of
Egypt differs from the types of occupations made until that period. Because Napoleon did
not invade Egypt with just his army. He also took a scientific delegation with him. Because
it was more important to stay permanently in the captured place than to capture Egypt
militarily. For this purpose, it was deemed necessary to reinforce the military occupation
with the work of the scientific committee in order to remain there permanently. This
practice, which started with Napoleon, later became part of the general policies of other
imperialist powers, and they also engaged in similar practices. For this purpose, imperialist
countries categorize the earth according to "new worlds of meaning" in a way that puts them
at the center; They determined it as Civilized, Barbarian, Primitive/Savage meaning areas.
Within the framework of this conceptualization and classification specific to the 19th
century, the Western world was able to legitimize its existence in the places they occupied
with the thesis that it was trying to civilize the regions it occupied rather than exploiting
them. As a matter of fact, the 19th century stood out as the century of the West's mission to
civilize the non-Western world.

However, this mission has not ended in the 20th and 21st centuries and is still an ongoing
practice. There are only differences in the way the mission conducts politics in accordance
with changing conditions. In other words, today, as in the 19th century, the thesis of the
superiority of the Western world and that they are the carriers of civilization and the
determinant of the line of humanity continues to exist as a widespread view, but with the
increasing opposition against imperialist states in the non-Western world, the emergence
of new independent states, the emergence of Western It led the powers to develop new
strategies and discourses in terms of their understanding of dominance. The aim was to
preserve the previous classification policy by changing the criteria in inter-societal
hierarchical structures to suit the new conditions. However, instead of the crude strategy,
action and discourse of the 19th century, more sophisticated measures were preferred.
Accordingly, the style of discourse was also softened. Concepts previously used for non-
Western peoples and cultures were abandoned and new conceptualizations were adopted.
For example, instead of primitive religion, concepts such as traditional beliefs were
replaced, or instead of the civilized-barbarian-primitive trilogy, the Underdeveloped-
Developing-Developed trilogy was replaced. So, with the changing discourse, nothing has
changed in terms of how non-Western people think and what they should do. The Western
man's chastening attitude continued. Only the form had changed. As a matter of fact, after
the second half of the 20th century, this attitude was based on the discourse of democracy
and human rights, rather than the discourse of civilizing mission that came to the fore in the
19th century. Since Western states saw the right to educate non-Western peoples after
gaining world domination after the 19th century, they made a difference in everything from
economy to politics, culture, etc. By creating supranational institutions in many different
fields, they were issuing report cards to non-Western people every year through the reports
they prepared through these institutions. Freedom House in politics, Standard & Poors in
economics etc. The main mission of similar organizations such as was to serve the existence
of the West's understanding of domination on a global scale. This is a completely ongoing



process in today's world. However, just like the criteria that changed in the second half of
the 20th century, new criteria have been added in the 21st century, probably because the
report card criteria of the 20th century have been eroded. Today, these criteria are; Sexual
Freedoms (LGBT), Micro Nationalisms, Neo-Liberal understanding are being spread. Within
the framework of this criterion, Western powers in inter-communal relations continue to
maintain their dominance in the world, which they have gained since the 19th century, by
emphasizing epistemic force as well as physical force. Perhaps the most functional thing in
this regard is the opportunity for the West to draw a decisive direction in terms of how the
non-Western world will handle, analyze and interpret problems.

Keywords: Civilization Imagination, Historiography, Colonialism, Post-Colonialism,
Epistemic Violence

Medeniyet Tasavvurunun insasinda Epistemik Siddet
Ozet

Insanlik tarihi baglangicindan giiniimiize ¢ok farkli medeniyetlerle karsilagmistir. Tarihsel
sure¢ icerisinde bu medeniyetlerin gerek savas yoluyla gerekse baris yoluyla birbirleriyle
karsilagmalari ve etkilesimleri olmustur. Ancak Sanayi Devrimi sonrasi ortaya c¢ikan yeni
gelismeler, insanlik tarihindeki medeniyetlere bakisi ve okunusunu degistirmisti. Bu
tarihten sonra insanlik tarihi, ylikselen yeni merkezin bakisina gore yeniden ele alinarak
okunmasina tabi tutulmustu. Diger bir ifadeyle, Bat1 Avrupa’da Sanayi Devrimi, Aydinlanma
Hareketi ile yasanilan degisimlerle, medeniyet okumasi sil bastan degisime tabi tutularak,
adeta Bat1 Avrupa'nin gelisme cizgisi lizerinden insa edilme arayisina yonelinmisti. Yani
insanlik tarihi Avrupa’nin tarihi tizerinden okunmaya baslanmis ve Avrupalilarin 6nemli
sosyo-politik ya da kiiltiirel donlisim noktalari, insanhifin genel tarihinin 6nemli
donemecleri olarak insa edilerek ve buna uygun bir vakit dilimlemesi ve tarih yazimi 6ne
cikarilmisti. Bu durum daha onceleri Antik déonem Yunan’dan beri var olan Avrupa ve
digerleri gibi bir ayrimi1 daha da kuvvetlendirmis, genel olarak insanligin hiyerarsik bir
siniflandirmaya tabi tutularak yeni bir toplumlararasi diizen insas1 arayislarini
giiclendirmisti. Her ne kadar bu durumun tesisi fiziki giicle tahkim edilmeye calisilsa da,
hakiki tahakkiim zihinsel alanda doniistimle meydana getirilebilecegine dair kuvvetli bir
anlayis s6z konusuydu. Ancak bu durum fiziki siddetten farkli bir siddet tiirti olan epistemik
bir siddetti.

Genel olarak epistemik siddet; bilginin, kavramlarin nasil anlasilacagi, analiz edilecegi ve
yorumlanacaginin belirlenmesidir. Yalniz sadece belirleme ile yetinilmemekte, ayni
zamanda oteki diye belirlenenin de bunu i¢sellestirmesinin saglanmasi gerekmektedir. Bir
biitlin olarak bu durum epistemik siddetin kendisi olmaktaydi. Epistemik siddet tiirii Bati
diinyasinda 19. Yiizyildan sonra zirve yaparak, yaygin bir siddet tiirii olarak éne ¢ikmis ve
bu tarihten giiniimiize dek yaygin olarak uygulanmaya baslamisti. Bat1 diinyasinin askeri
giicle elde ettigi genislemesi, diinyanin da sinirli bir alana sahip olmasi nedeniyle bir siire
sonra sona ermis, bu defa temel sorun yeryiizii 6lceginde saglanan genislemenin
“normallesme”sini saglamak olmustu. “Normallesme”nin salt fiziki giiclerle temini zor
oldugundan, ¢ok farkli cografyalarda ele gecirdikleri yerlerde kalici hale gelmek i¢in zihinsel



isgalin de tamamlanmas1 gerekmekteydi. Bu amacla gidilen yerlerin kiltiirel kodlarini
tasfiye etmek ya da tasfiye edilemiyorsa bu kodlarin icerigini bosaltmak, epistemik siddet
tliriiniin en bariz uygulamalarindan biri olmustur. Genelde bu tiir siddet tiiriiniin baslangici
olarak Napolyon'un Osmanli Misir'ini isgal seferi gosterilir. Napolyon'un Misir’1 isgali, o
doneme kadar yapilan isgal tiirlerinden farklilik arz eder. Zira Napolyon Misir’t isgale
sadece ordusuyla gitmemisti. Yanina bir bilim heyetini de almisti. Ciinkii Misir'in askeri
olarak zapt edilmesinden ¢ok, zapt edilen yerde kalici olabilmek onemliydi. Bu amacla
askeri isgalin bilim heyetinin calismalariyla takviye edilmesi, orada kalici olabilmek
acisindan zorunlu goriilmiistii. Napolyon ile baslayan bu uygulama daha sonra diger
emperyalist giiclerin de genel siyasetlerinin parcasi olmus, onlar da buna benzer
uygulamalar icerisine girmislerdi. Bu amagla emperyalist tlilkeler yeryiiziinii kendilerini
merkeze alacak sekilde “yeni anlam diinyalari”’na gore kategorilere ayirarak; Uygar, Barbar,
Ilkel/Vahsi anlam alanlar1 olarak belirlemislerdi. 19. Yiizyila has bu kavramlastirma ve
siniflandirma cergevesinde, Bati diinyasi isgal ettigi bolgeleri sOmiirmekten ziyade
uygarlastirmaya calistig1 tezi ile bulunduklari yerlerde ki varliklarini mesrulastirma
durumlar1 s6z konusuydu. Nitekim 19. Ylzyil Bati'nin bati disi diinyay1 uygarlastirma
misyonu yiizyil olarak 6ne ¢ikmisti.

Ancak bu misyon, 20. Yiizyil ile 21. Yiizy1lda sona ermemis ve hala devam eden bir uygulama
olarak karsimizda durmaktadir. Sadece misyonun degisen kosullara uygun siyaset etme
bi¢ciminde farklilasmalar s6z konusudur. Diger bir ifadeyle, glintimiizde de yine 19. Yiizyi1lda
oldugu gibi Bati diinyasinin iistiinligli, onlarin medeniyet tasiyiciligl ve insanlik ¢izgisinin
belirleyicisi oldugu tezi yaygin bir bakis olarak varligini siirdiirmekle birlikte, ancak Bati
dis1 diinyada emperyalist devletlere karsi artan karsi cikislarla yeni bagimsiz devletlerin
zuhur etmesi, Batili giiclerin hakimiyet anlayisi yoniinden yeni stratejiler ve séylemler
gelistirmelerine yol agmisti. Yeni kosullara uygun olacak sekilde toplumlararasi hiyerarsik
yapilanmalar da kriterler degistirilerek, daha 6nce yapilan siniflandirma siyasetinin aynen
muhafaza edilmesi amaglanmisti. Yalmz 19. Yiizyillda ki kaba strateji, eylem ve sdylem
yerine daha sofistike tedbirler tercih edilmisti. Buna uygun olarak sdylem bicimi de
yumusatilmisti. Onceden Bati disi halklar ve Kkiiltiirler icin kullanilan kavramlar terk
edilerek, yeni kavramsallastirmalar benimsenmisti. Sézgelimi Ilkel din yerine geleneksel
inanclar gibi kavramlar ya da uygar-barbar-ilkel ticlemesi yerine, Az gelismis-Gelismekte
olan-Gelismis tliclemesi almisti. Yani degisen sOylemle birlikte, Bat1 dis1 insanlarin nasil
diisiinecekleri ve ne yapmalar gerektigi noktasinda degisen bir sey yoktu. Batili adamin
terbiye edici tavr1 yine devam ediyordu. Sadece bicim degismisti. Nitekim 20. Ylizyilin ikinci
yarisindan sonra bu tutum, 19. Yiizyilda 6ne ¢ikan uygarlastirma misyonu sdyleminden ¢ok,
demokrasi ve insan haklar1 sdylemi tizerinden olmustur. Batili devletler Bat1 dis1 halklari
terbiye etme hakkini 19. Yiizyll sonrasi diinya hakimiyetini ele gecirmesinden sonra
kendinde gordiigi icin, ekonomiden siyasete, kiiltiire vs. kadar ¢ok farkli alanlarda ulus tistii
kurumlar olusturarak, bu kurumlar vasitasiyla hazirlattiklar raporlar aracilifiyla Bat1 disi
insanlara her yil karneler c¢ikariyordu. Siyasette Freedom House, ekonomide
Standard&Poors vs. gibi benzer kuruluslarin esas gorevleri, Bati'nin yeryiizii 6l¢geginde ki
hakimiyet anlayisinin varligina hizmet etmekti. Bu durum giiniimiiz diinyasinda biitiiniiyle
devam eden bir siirectir. Ancak aynen 20. Yiizyilin ikinci yarisinda degisen kriterler gibi, 21.



Yiizyilda da 20. Yiizyilin karne verme Kriterleri asinmis olmasindan olsa gerek, yanina yeni
kriterler eklenmistir. Giiniimiizde bu kriterler; Cinsel Ozgiirliikler(LGBT), Mikro
Milliyetcilikler, Neo Liberal anlayisin yayginlastirilmasi olmaktadir. Bu kriter cercevesinde
toplumlararasi iliskilerde Batili giicler, 19. Yiizyildan itibaren ele gecirmis oldugu diinyada
ki hakimiyet konumunu fiziki zor’'un yani sira epistemik zor’u da 6ne ¢ikararak muhafaza
etmeye devam etmektedir. Bu konuda belki de en islevsel olani, Bati'nin Bati dis1 diinyanin
sorunlari nasil ele alacaklari, analiz edecekleri ve yorumlayacaklari noktasinda belirleyici
yOn cizebilme imkani olmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Medeniyet Tasavvuru, Tarih Yazimi, Kolonyalizm, Post-Kolonyalizm,
Epistemik Siddet.
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The Role of Cultural Diplomacy in Turkish-African Relations

»& lla 2a3s Muhammad Saleh OMAR*

Abstract

Cultural diplomacy emerged after the end of the Cold War as a means of breaking barriers
which created by wars and conflicts, and it began to be theorized and employed in foreign
relations, although cultural diplomacy is an old tool for relations between countries,
peoples, and cultures.

This paper aims to examine the role of cultural diplomacy in building bridges of relations
between Turkey and Africa, especially after the rise of the Justice and Development Party to
power in 2002, and the approaches it focused on in building the modern image of Turkey
and the tools it used to move from a mere bridge between the East and the West to an actor
in international relations.

The paper deals with the definition of cultural diplomacy, and the general goals that it seeks
to achieve, tracing its historical uses, and the methods used before its garden theory
emerged since Joseph Nye launched his theory of soft powers, and addresses its concepts
and its interactions with traditional diplomacy, and its intersections with it. It also discusses
how Tiirkiye employs cultural diplomacy in its new beginning in the era of globalization.

The paper also reviews the launch of the strategic partnership between Turkey and Africa
in the year 2005 and the emergence of the African dimension in Turkish foreign policy. The
paper also studies the Turkish strategy in promoting cultural diplomacy in Africa, and how
it employed cultural commonalities and its historical and cultural heritage in its diplomacy
with the continent and was able to build strong bridges and achieve great gains. In a short
time compared to the recent return after a long break.

The paper examined the aspects of Turkey’s involvement in Africa and the means it followed
in bridging its relations with Africa, and the areas of cultural exchange through academic
education and the field of teaching the Turkish language, cinema and Islamic culture,
through Islamic studies, and the presence of the Turkish Endowments in various fields, as
well as the medical field through treatment camps. In addition to the involvement of civil

* Director of Afro Policy Center, Associate Research at Afro Policy Center,
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society organizations and their various fields of work, which have played a prominent role
in Africa through various programs.

The paper concludes the study with conclusions from an evaluation of Turkish cultural
diplomacy in Africa, and monitors the most important challenges that must be addressed in
the context of the Turkish approach to its strategy in Africa.

Keywords: Tiirkiye, Diplomacy, Africa, Cultural Diplomacy.
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Challenges of Information Resources Security in African Libraries:
Nigeria as a Model

Lami Umar ABDULLAHI*

Abstract

One of the commonest problems of African libraries, particularly Nigerian Libraries is the
security of their information resources collections. Beside the humongous financial
resources required to make these collections available in each library, they are very crucial
to the attainment of the objectives of their respective organizations/Institutions.
Information is the basis of knowledge and knowledge is an integral part of the process of
development. Almost nothing can be successfully achieved in the absence of knowledge. It
is therefore, not an overstatement to say that, information and its container (format of
publication) should be given priority in terms of security. Over the years, libraries in Nigeria
have been organizing conferences, seminars and workshops to brainstorm on the best
approaches to ensure security of information resources in their libraries. In spite of these
efforts information resources security is still a big challenge to libraries in Nigeria. This
paper represents an attempt to contribute to the existing knowledge on information
resources security challenges in Nigerian libraries.

Keywords: Information resources, security, challenges, knowledge, Nigerian libraries

Introduction

Security of property is a necessary social activity. It is carried out usually to protect items of
values either from vandalism, theft, unauthorized access and avoidable as well as
unavoidable damage. Information resources in Nigerian libraries are corporate or social
valuable resources that cannot be toyed with. Users depend on the resources to enhance
their intellectual growth and development. Therefore, these resources have to be protected
in all ramifications, so that effort and money are not wasted again trying to replace lost or
damaged resources. From time immemorial, security of property especially library
resources has been one of the most important activities of any library.

The word security is defined in Oxford Advanced Leaner’s Dictionary of current English,
eight edition, revised 2015, as “The activities involved in protecting a country, building,
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property and persons against attack, damage, destruction either by natural and unnatural
occurrences.

Natural occurrences are usually beyond human control, e.g. earthquake, earth crust, flood
or some fire outbreak. These natural occurrences hardly occur and when they occur, they
usually have colossal damaging effect on the property. The unnatural occurrences are
mostly man-made and they are easily controllable if the library has the necessary protective
gadgets. However, many libraries lack these gadgets; they also lack adequate traditional and
digital preservation methods to safeguard their resources in case of any unforeseen
circumstances.

The extent of security problems and security strategy employed to protect damages or
vandalism in all their ramifications varies from one library to another. Preliminary
observations of some libraries in Nigeria by the researcher revealed that mutilation,
pilferage and theft of pages of books, serials publications, reference materials, distortion of
computer programs on digital materials might constitute security problems in the library.
The ugly situations of some libraries suggested that there might have been some lapses in
their security activities. This paper therefore, represents an attempt to explore the security
situation in Nigerian libraries; review the strategies employed to handle security problems
faced in Nigerian libraries and propose information resources security framework.

Security Situation in Nigerian Libraries

Discussing information resources security situation entail reviewing literature on the
prevailing conditions of the libraries’ security, infrastructures, physical security, digital
security and staff training and development in this respect. Many libraries in Africa lack
adequate security system to ensure the safety of their resources. This explains why there
are series of incidences of natural and unnatural occurrences in African libraries. For
example, in April 2021 over 70,000 African studies items, manuscripts, archival and
published print collections as well as special collections were lost in an inferno in University
of Cape Town library, South Africa.

There are also instances of natural and unnatural disasters that happened in libraries in
Nigeria. For example, in 2018, there was a fire outbreak in university of Jos, Nigeria, which
engulfed the main library, e-library, computer laboratory, departmental libraries and offices
of staff in the university. There was also another inferno in university of Abuja library,
Nigeria, which destroyed information resources and a lot of items worth millions of naira.

There are many security breaches in Nigerian libraries. That is why books, journals and
other information resources are always stolen in the libraries. This scenario has been
attested by Onwuekwe (2022) who observed that theft, mutilation, brittle as a result of
excessive exposure to sunlight or heat, vandalism, bookworm, disruptive or criminal
behavior, non-return of borrowed information resources and natural disaster are
information security challenges experienced in libraries in Nigeria. These situations arise
as aresult of inadequate security measures in place.



Crime committed in libraries has become a global issue. The rate at which information
resources disappear in libraries is alarming. In Nigeria, pilferage, mutilation and theft of
information resources are common security threats that have persisted. Akanwa and Okorie
(2023) study identified natural disasters, cybercrimes and virus/worm attacks, web
hacking as security threats in Nigerian libraries. Due to these security breaches in Nigerian
libraries, satisfaction of information needs of users is at stake. It has been observed in
literatures that close circuit television (CCTV) surveillance cameras and other security
systems were not sufficiently adopted in many libraries in Nigeria.

Studies such as that of Mabawonku and Madukoma (2022) observed that there is low
compliance with information security by library personnel in university libraries in Nigeria.
This has impacted negatively on the information resources held by the library, especially
printed resources. In addition, Onwuekwe (2022) stated that the challenges facing the
traditional and modern method of security include: inadequate fund, epileptic power supply
to implement electronic security, low policy implementation and inadequate library staff.
Other challenges include poor physical infrastructures, digital vulnerabilities, inadequate
policy and legal framework. Nevertheless, Igbinovia and Ishola (2023) observed that
majority of library schools do not offer cyber security course due to dearth in skilled
manpower. These challenges can make it difficult for libraries in Nigeria to protect their
vulnerable resources, thus, making them vulnerable to theft, damage and loss.

Strategies Employed by Libraries to Handle the Security Situation

Several measures have been applied in libraries to protect information resources from
unauthorized access, misuse, theft, cybercrime etc. However, majority of the measures
adopted were still traditional systems. While libraries in Nigeria are gradually moving from
paper to electronic means of accessing and using information, digitization, migration,
surveillance camera, radio frequency identification system, panic door alarm, door
intrusion and Close Circuit Television, (CCTV) security systems were not adopted (Musa and
Maifata 2020; Moustapha 2022; Bida, Umar, Gambo and Abubakar 2023)). This
presupposes that libraries in Nigeria have not yet seized the opportunities offered by
technological advancement to protect their information resources. It therefore becomes
imperative to propose a framework for effective information resources security.

Information Resources Security Framework

The idea of the development of the framework is one of the significant initiatives to
developing and supporting effective information resources management and use in
Nigerian libraries. In this regards, there is need to better exploit competent practitioners
who will manage the resources. The strategies might be effective when the framework cover
working principles that include vision and mission; short, medium and long term plan for
information security; previous and latest situation analysis of information resources
security; future targets, knowledge management strategy; performance indicators; staff
training; monitoring and evaluation as well as assessment of user satisfaction. Specifically,
the components of the framework should cover:
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Comprehensive policies and procedures

Risk assessment

Information security awareness and training
Technology controls

» Incidence response and continuous improvement.

YV VYV

If this framework is adopted, it will ensure that Nigerian Libraries continuously maintain a
robust and effective information resources security program to protect their resources, data
and stakeholders from security threats.

Conclusion

Security of information resources is very vital for effective functioning of university
libraries in Nigeria. The direct application of information resources security measures in
Nigerian libraries have been limited mostly and focused on manual traditional methods
with less use of electronic security systems. It is vital to note that focusing on both security
measures can go a long way in timely detection and intervention of information resources
security challenges. Based on this, the following recommendations are provided as follows:

Recommendations

Library management needs to enforce and implement strong comprehensive information
security policy, legislation and regulatory frameworks to guide information resources
security tailored to their specific needs. They should also partner with stakeholders for
continuous security policy review to identify potential vulnerabilities in their physical
assets and information systems, cyber security awareness session and funding.
Internationally recognized information security frameworks should be adopted in order to
establish a structured approach to managing information resources security risks.

Libraries should invest heavily in capacity building initiatives that come in the form of
training programs/sessions for their staff such as workshops and seminars to ensure they
are aware of the latest security threats, gain more knowledge and apply best practices for
preventing threats as well as how to solve information security breaches.

Critical infrastructure should be secured by deploying advanced monitoring surveillance
tools to continuously monitor the infrastructures and networks for suspicious activities and
security breaches. In this regards, libraries should regularly upgrade their software to
ensure their systems are up-to-date with the latest security gadgets.

Use of encryption technologies should also be encouraged to secure data and prevent
unauthorized access to information. This would go a long way in minimizing the impact of
attacks.

Nigerian libraries should establish an offsite backup for their electronic information
resources. This would ensure availability, accessibility and recovery of the resources in the
event of a disaster in the library.
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Conscientious efforts should be made to facilitate the manual methods of protecting
libraries’ resources while emphasis should gradually shift from manual to electronic
methods. In this digital age where information resources are increasingly being digitized,
libraries in Nigeria need to invest in physical and digital security safety measures and train
their staff on security protocols. Robust cyber security incidence response mechanism
should be provided in order to detect and timely recover security incidents. Securing and
protecting information resources can assist libraries to provide an effective service in
response to the information needs of users.

Access control should be implemented to restrict unauthorized access to information
resources. This may include strict password policies, biometric authentication and access
management.

Strong library consortium should be created to collaborate for a holistic approach to
information security. International cooperation and information sharing can enhance
Nigeria’s information security capabilities and combat cross-border cyber threats. Libraries
in Nigeria need to also collaborate between institutions in Nigeria, combine expertise,
coordinate their activities and adopt best practices in combating cyber threats and
implement information security frameworks. This would assist in improving overall
security posture as well as solving information resources challenges.

REFERENCES

Akanwa, P. C. & Okorie, 0. (2023). Information Resources Security and Preservation in
University Libraries in Imo State. Retrieved from: https://www.researchgate.net on 8t
May 2024.

Bida, A. M., Umar, A. H., Gambo, A. L. & bubakar, M. A. (2022). Preservation and Security of
Information Resources in Zaria, Kaduna State. Al-Hikmah Journal of Education
Management and Counselling. 4(2),

Igbinovia, M. 0. & Ishola, B. C. (2023). Cyber Security in University Libraries and
Implication for Library and Information Science Education in Nigeria. Retrieved from:
www.emerald.com

Mabawonku, T. & Madukoma, E. (2022). Information Security Awareness and Information
Compliance in Southwest Nigeria.

Moustapha, A. A. (2022). Security of Information Resources in Academic Libraries in
Kwara State, Nigeria. Library Philosophy and Practice (e-journal). Retrieved from:
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu?libphilprac/7476

Musa, S. & Maifata, N. M. (2020). Library security and Service Delivery in Federal
University Libraries in North Central, Nigeria. Nasarawa Journal of Library and
Information Science 4(1)

12


http://www.emerald.com/
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/?libphilprac/7476

Onwuekwe, C. N. (2022). An Appraisal of Traditional and Modern Methods of Security of
Information Resources in Chukwu Emeka Odumegwu Ojukwu University
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/libphilprac/7459

13


https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/libphilprac/7459

Reconfiguration of Turkish Politics in Africa: The Diplomatic
Public and Military Cooperation

Abdoul Fathi SANOGO*

Abstract

Turkey's African policy has shifted from a public diplomacy focused on strengthening
diplomatic, economic, cultural, and especially humanitarian relations mainly developed and
implemented between 1998 and 2017 to a more accentuated military cooperation in the
last 5 years. This transition has notably resulted in the establishment of military bases and
the sale of military logistics, including combat drones, which have become valuable tools in
the fight against insecurity for many African countries. After its birth in the 1980s, the
Turkish defense industry has gradually gained momentum in industrialization, design,
research, and development, leading the country to be more than 80% self-sufficientin 2021
(President Erdogan, 2021). The country specializes in the manufacture of armed and
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs). After using it in Nagorno-Karabakh during the war
between Azerbaijan and Armenia, Turkish drones, specifically the TB2, many African
countries became interested declared by Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan upon his
return from a trip to the continent in 2021. “Everywhere we went in Africa, they asked us
for armed and unarmed drones.” Moreover, Turkey’s defense and aerospace exports to the
continent have increased more than fivefold, from $82.9 million in 2020 to $460.6 million
in 2021 (Kihg, 2022). According to several Turkish and international sources, although the
list is not exhaustive, Somalia, Morocco, Ethiopia, Libya, Tunisia, Togo, Nigeria, Djibouti,
Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso are the countries that have Baykar Technologies' Bayraktar
TB2 drones in their possession. As a reminder, Baykar's CEO, Haluk Bayraktar, was
decorated in 2023 by Captain Ibrahim Traoré, President of the Transition and Head of State
of Burkina Faso, as an Officer of the Order of the Stallion, the highest distinction of the
Burkinabe state, for the significant contribution of drones in the fight against terrorism. In
this research, we will try to explain the causes of the change in Turkey's foreign policy
towards its African partners and the prospects in relations between the two parties.

Keywords: Tiirkiye, Africa, Public Diplomacy, Military Cooperation, Combat Drones

* Africa Think-Tank Platform Coordinator, graduated from Mersin University, Department of
International Relations, E-mail: sanogo@smiic.org

14


mailto:sanogo@smiic.org

Reconfiguration de la Politique Turque En Afrique: De la Diplomatie Publique a la
Coopération Militaire

Résume

La politique africaine de la Turquie est passée d'une diplomatie publique axée sur le
renforcement des relations diplomatiques, économiques, culturelles et surtout humanitaire
principalement élaborées et mises en ceuvre entre 1998 et 2017 a une coopération militaire
plus Accentuée ces 5 derniéres années. Cette transition s'est notamment traduite par
I'établissement de bases militaires et la vente de logistique militaire, notamment des drones
de combat, qui sont devenus des outils précieux dans la lutte contre l'insécurité pour de
nombreux pays africains.

Apres sa naissance dans les années 1980, l'industrie de défense turque a progressivement
pris de I'ampleur dans l'industrialisation, la conception, la recherche et le développement,
ce qui a amené le pays a étre autosuffisant a plus de 80% en 2021 (Président Erdogan,
2021). Le pays s'est spécialisé dans la fabrication des véhicules aériens sans pilote armés et
de reconaissance (UAV).

Apreés avoir fait ses exploits au Haut-Karabakh lors de la guerre entre 1'Azerbaidjan et
I'Arménie, les drones turcs, spécifiquement le TB2, sont courtisés par de nombreux pays
africains, comme en témoigne le président turc Recep Tayyip Erdogan a son retour d'un
voyage sur le continent en 2021. "Partout ot nous sommes allés en Afrique, ils nous ont
demandé des drones armés et non armés”. Par ailleurs, les exportations de défense et
d'aérospatiale de la Turquie vers le continent ont plus que quintuplé, passant de 82,9
millions de dollars en 2020 a 460,6 millions de dollars en 2021 (Kilig, 2022). Selon plusieurs
sources turques et internationales, bien que la liste ne soit pas exhaustive, la Somalie, le
Maroc, I'Ethiopie, la Libye, la Tunisie, le Togo, le Nigeria, le Djiboui, le Mali, le Niger et le
Burkina Faso sont les pays qui ont en leur possession les drones Bayraktar TB2 de Baykar
Technologies. En rappel, le directeur général de Baykar, Haluk Bayraktar, a été décoré en
2023 par le capitaine Ibrahim Traoré, Président de la Transition et chef de 'Etat du Burkina
Faso, comme officier de I'ordre de I'Etalon, la plus haute distinction de I'Etat burkinabeé, pour
I'apport significatif des drones dans la lutte contre le terrorisme. Dans cette recherche, nous
essaierons d'expliquer les causes du changement de la politique extérieure de la Turquie
envers ses partenaires africains et les perspectives futures dans les relations entre les deux
parties.

Mots clés: Turquie, Afrique, Diplomatie Publique, Coopération militaire, Drones de combat
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Russia Again in Africa: With the Pluricentrism Strategy

Neziha MUSAOGLU*

Abstract

In recent years, Russian President Vladimir Putin has placed increasing emphasis on
rebuilding Russia's global influence, which involves strengthening Russia's relations with
the African continent. This coincides with Putin's position that strengthening ties with
African states is a Russian foreign policy priority. Furthermore, there is little doubt that
much of Moscow's new engagement in Africa is linked to Putin's desire to restore his
country to great power status.

Nevertheless, the hegemonic superiority that the United States acquired in the unipolar
world system which was established after the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, began to
bother Russia from the first decade of the 2000s. already taking into account the
impossibility for it to take its place as a global power in the current unipolar system. On the
other hand, Russia has developed in its foreign policy the strategy of pluricentrism which
aims to transform the unipolar world system into a multipolar system, a system of a more
pluralistic and democratic character.

This research aims to examine Russia's return to Africa and the strengthening of its
relations with African states, mainly taking into consideration the concept of pluricentrism
which is the basis of Putin's foreign policy. In this regard, we ask ourselves the question how
this strategy followed by Russia is reflected on the real politics of the continent and how it
is conceived by African governments.

Keywords: Russia, Africa, foreign policy, concept of FR foreign policy, pluricentrism
La Russie de Nouveau en Afrique: Avec la Strategie de Pluricentrisme
Abstrait

Ces derniéres années, le président russe Vladimir Poutine accorde de plus en plus
d’importance a la reconstruction de 'influence mondiale de la Russie, ce qui implique un
renforcement des relations de la Russie avec le continent africain. Cela coincide avec la
position de Poutine que le renforcement des liens avec les Etats africains est une politique
étrangeére russe de priorité. En outre, il ne fait guére de doute qu'une grande partie de la

* Prof. Dr., Istanbul Gelisim Universitesi, Iktisadi Idari ve Sosyal Bilimler Fakiiltesi, Siyaset Bilimi ve
Uluslararasi iliskiler Béliimii, E-posta: nmusaoglu@gelisim.edu.tr ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-
0002-6390-4213

16


mailto:nmusaoglu@gelisim.edu.tr
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6390-4213
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6390-4213

nouvequ engagement de Moscou en Afrique estlié ala volonté de Poutine de redonner a son
pays le statut de grande puissance.

Neanmoins la superioté hegemonique que les Etats Unis ont aquise dans le systéme mondial
unipolaire qui s’est établie apres la chute de I'Union Sovietique en 1991, a commencé a
gener la Russie a partir de la premiére décennie des années 2000. Elle se rendait déja
compte de I'impossibilité pour elle de prendre place en tant que puissance globale dans le
systéme unipolaire actuel. En revanche la Russie a élabore dans sa politique étrangere la
strategie du pluricentrisme qui vise la transformation du systéme mondial unipolaire en
systéme multipolaire, un systéme de caractere plus pluraliste et démocratique.

La présente recherche se propose d’examiner le retour de nouveau de la Russie en Afrique
et le renforcement de ses relations avec les états africains ayant principalement en
considération le concept de pluricentrisme qui est a la base de la politique étrangere de
Poutine. A cet égard on se pose la question comment cette stratégie suivie par la Russie se
reflechit-elle sur le reelpolitik de du continent et comment est-elle congue par les
gouvernements africains.

Mots Clefs: Russie, Afrique, politique étrangere, concept de politique étrangere de la FR,
pluricentrisme
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Wagner Private Military Company as a Russian State Apparatus in
Africa

Ahmet SAPMAZ*

Introduction

Wagner Private Military Company (PMC) has been a very popular private military company
recently. On the one side it was a private military company, on the other side it was a tool
of Russian Federation (Russia) foreign and security policy. Although Wagner PMC
conducted its activities various regions and countries, African continent was one of the
focus area. The purpose of this study is to define and trace the activities of the Wagner PMC
in Africa as an instrument of the Russian state. The research question of this study is: "What
is the place of the Wagner PMC in the Russian state policy towards Africa? The main
argument of this study is that the Wagner PMC was an effective tool for Russia in Africa in
terms of creating a favourable political environment, military cooperation and increasing
economic opportunities, particularly in the mining sector.

Russian Africa Policy

The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) was an influential actor in Africa. The USSR
used proxy groups under the banner of “volunteers” and “advisors” during the Cold War.
But Russia was unable to be effective in Africa in the 1990s due to domestic and external
problems. Since Vladimir Putin became President of Russia in 2000, Russia has begun to
strengthen its relations with Africa in order to create a multipolar world and be respected
as a great power (Sapmaz, 2023, Chapter 13, p.218-223).

Africa is important to Russia because Moscow's main enemy, the United States (US), and a
growing and challenging China are increasing their involvement in Africa. Russia has been
under a severe isolation and sanctions regime of Western world leaded by US since the
annexation of Crimea, and this has intensified since the beginning of the Russia-Ukraine
war. To counter this isolation and sanctions regime, Russia has begun to intensify its
relations with Africa. Africa has 54 countries, representing 28% of the UN General
Assembly. In order to break the political isolation, the support of African countries in UN is
very important for Moscow. Africa has very important natural resources for the Russian
economy (Sapmaz, 2023, Chapter 13, p.218-223). In addition, some African countries are
trying to diversify their foreign and security policies to include Russia as a counterweight

* Dog. Dr., Istanbul Gelisim Universitesi, iktisadi Idari ve Sosyal Bilimler Fakiiltesi, Siyaset Bilimi ve
Uluslararasi iliskiler (ingilizce) Béliimii, E-posta: asapmaz@gelisim.edu.tr
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0858-9000
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to the US and France in particular. Russia has a number of advantages in Africa. There is a
Soviet legacy in Africa that emphasizes decolonization. This creates sympathy for Russia in
Africa. Russia has also been a major arms supplier to Africa (Neethling, 2023).

Wagner Private Military Company and the Connection between Wagner and the
Russian State

Wagner, a PM(, was first established in 2014, with the funding and leadership from Yevgeny
Prigozhin. Prigozhin had a close relationship with Putin since the 1990s in St. Petersburg.
He was known as ‘Putin's chef. He was a Russian oligarch who was involved in catering,
energy, finance and the private military company, Wagner. Prigozhin denied any connection
between himself and the Wagner PMC until September 2022. Dmitry Utkin, a former officer
of the Russian General Staff's Military Intelligence Service (GRU), was Wagner's top military
commander (Chunxue, 2023). Most of its members are veterans of the GRU and the Spetnaz
units of the Russian military.

Wagner first appeared during the annexation of Crimea and then provided support to the
separatist movement in Donbass, in eastern Ukraine (Rokvi¢, 2023). Wagner expanded its
operations to Syria in 2015 following Russia's military intervention in the Syrian civil war.
It provided extensive support to Bashar al-Assad to secure and protect oil extraction
facilities. Then its area of operations began to include the African continent, especially the
Sub-Saharan Africa, and Latin America, particularly Venezuela.

What made Wagner PMC a unique example was its integrity with the Russian state. Wagner
was owned by Yevgeny Prigozhin for personal gain and interest, but at the same time it
directly served the interests of Russian state (Bowen, 2023). Wagner PMC was not only a
PMC that sold its services to the Russian state, it was also a proxy institution of the Russian
state (Neethling, 2023). Russia has adopted the Gerasimov Doctrine in order to avoid a
direct conflict with the West. Gerasimov outlined a vision of modern warfare that included
corporate elements of traditional military operations, information warfare and hybrid
warfare. Wagner was used as tool for implementing Gerasimov Doctrine. Wagner provided
the Russian government with plausible deniability, a cost-effective tool in terms of budget
and more importantly, a partial-free of military personnel losses (Wither, 2020). Wagner
was tolerated and supported by the Russian state even though its existence was prohibited
by the Russian constitution and criminal code (Aris, 2022). In particular, Wagner had close
links with the GRU. Wagner's connection with the Russian state was denied by both sides,
although it was claimed mainly by Western governments. The US and EU sanctioned the
Wagner PMC for its activities. The Wagner PMC received logistical support, training,
equipment, transportation and treatment from the Russian state. Putin stated that the
Russian government provided about $1 billion to Wagner over the period of 2022-2023
(Putin says Wagner group fully financed by Russian government, 2023). Wagner was
allowed to recruit fighters from Russian prisons. Wagner fought alongside the Russian
army. Further, Wagner also fought in Ukraine on behalf of the Russian military (Bowen,
2023). Wagner captured the Soledar and Bakhmut in Ukraine. Wagner's achievements were
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officially praised by the Russian government officials, especially by Putin. Some of its
members were decorated by the Russian state.

What made Wagner another unique example was his armed rebellion against the Russian
state. Prigozhin accused Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu and Chief of General Staff
Valery Gerasimov of mismanaging the war and denying Wagner sufficient ammunition. The
Russian Defense Ministry asked Wagner members to sign a contract. But it was not accepted
by Prigozhin. Prigozhin claimed that Russian forces had attacked Wagner's field camp. On
23 June 2023, he announced that he would lead his forces in a march on Moscow to remove
the allegedly corrupt leadership of the Defense Ministry. Wagner's forces captured the
headquarters of the Southern Military District of the Russian Armed Forces in Rostov-on-
Don (Wagner mutiny was doomed due to consolidation of people and government —
analysts, 2023). Putin called the armed uprising a "stab in the back" and promised "decisive
action” to restore order. Wagner's march on Moscow was halted on 24 June 2023 by an
agreement brokered by Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko.

Prighozin, Utkin, and five other key members of Wagner were Kkilled in a private jet crash
near Moscow on 23 August 2023. After Prighozin's death, Wagner stopped recruiting
members. Most of Wagner's former members signed contracts with the Russian Ministry of
Defense. Wagner was placed under the full control of the GRU.

Wagner Private Military Company Activities in Africa

Wagner was used by the Russian state as a political and military instrument on the African
continent. Wagner provided security services and political advice to a number of African
states. Wagner's security services included kinetic operations, military training assistance,
the provision of security and protection. Wagner also conducted mining, propaganda,
information and influence operations in Africa. Wagner provided support to some of the
fragile African states, mainly in exchange for access to their strategic resources and
concessions to Russia in the military, economic and political spheres (Ozer, 2023). Through
Wagner, Russia was essentially trying to challenge Western influence on the African
continent at a relatively low cost (Arieff, 2023). At this point, Wagner was trying to take
advantage of the reaction against the US and Africa’s former colonial power, France. Some
of the important activities of Wagner PMC in Africa will be examined below.

In 2017, Russia obtained an exemption from the United Nations Security Council (UNSC)
about arms embargo on the Central African Republic (CAR). The UNSC also authorized
Russia deploy 175 Russian trainers to Mali. But only five of them were from the Russian
military, all the others were from Wagner PMC (Grider, 2022). In this context, Russia
started to provide arms to the CAR army and to train local soldiers. The Wagner PMC started
to operate in the CAR with these opportunities provided by Russia. In the process, the
number of Wagner group personnel reached 2000 and played an important role in
operations against rebel groups. CAR became the most powerful presence of the Wagner.
Wagner personnel provided private protection for CAR President Faustin-Archange
Touadera and acted as his advisers. Wagner was also active in the diamond mining and
commercial sectors in the CAR (Arieff et all,, 2023).
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In 2018, the Wagner group began supporting the Libyan National Army (LNA), led by
Khalifa Haftar, in its fight against the internationally recognized government of Libya. In
2019-2020, Wagner forces took part in the LNA's failed offensive to capture Tripoli (Arieff
et all., 2023). The number of Wagner personnel in Libya reached 2200 in 2022, but
decreased to 900 after the Russian-Ukrainian war (Griider, 2022).

The military junta in Mali signed a contract with Wagner in 2021 for cooperation in the fight
against rebels. In the same period, Russian arms exports to Mali increased. The number of
Wagner personnel in Mali reached around 1,000-1,500 in early 2023. In 2022, France
withdrew 2,000 troops from Mali, citing both diplomatic problems and the Wagner
presence in Mali, and ended the US-backed counter-terrorism operation (Arieff et all,
2023). In June 2023, the military junta requested the withdrawal of the UN peacekeeping
mission in Mali (MINUSMA). At the end of December 2023, MINUSMA personnel left Mali
(Masuhr, 2023).

Following the agreements signed by Sudanese President Omar al Bashir with Russia in
2017, the activities of Wagner-related companies began to operate in Sudan. These
companies were involved in gold mining, military training and security provision. In May
2023, following conflict between the Sudanese Armed Forces and the Sudanese
paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF), it was alleged that the Wagner Group supplied
surface-to-air missile systems to the RSF (Blazakis et al., 2023). At the same time, the
Russian Foreign Ministry tried to maintain friendly relations with the Sudanese military
regime.

Russian state officials, including Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, stated that after Wagner's
armed uprising, the African continent would not be affected (Wagner Will Continue Mali, C.
Africa Operations - Lavrov, 2023). The head of the GRU and the deputy defense minister of
the Russian Federation visited Mali, Burkina Faso, Niger and Libya after Wagner's armed
uprising in order to show the Russian state's commitment to these countries in September
2023. After the armed uprising, Wagner remained essentially the same in Africa, with some
substantial changes. Firstly, Wagner's personnel and activities were placed under the strict
control of the Russian state, mainly the GRU (Griider, 2023). Secondly, the leadership of the
Wagner PMC were replaced by the ones who are loyal to Kremlin. Lastly, it was renamed
the ‘Africa Corps”. The adviser to CAR President Touadera, Fidéle Gouandjika, mentioned
that Russia had sent the Wagner PMC to the CAR, and then added: “If it's not Wagner
anymore and they send Beethoven or Mozart, it doesn’t matter, we’ll take them” (Peltier,
Abdulrahim, 2023).

Conclusion

Wagner PMC provided Russia an effective political and military tool in Africa. Wagner
supported some of the African regimes aligned with Russian state interest. But Wagner
uprising to Russian state effected the situation of Wagner in Africa. On the other side it
appears that Russia has no intention of returning to the use of private military companies
in Africa. Former personnel and structure of Wagner put under strict control of Russian
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state. Now with its new name 'Africa Corps' has more direct relationship with Russian
government.

Keywords: Russia, Wagner, Africa, Private Military Company.
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The Evaluation of the United States’ Interest in Africa

Hanan AHMED"

Abstract

The United States of America has deep historical roots, ranging from economic exploitation
during the colonial era to strategic partnerships in the post-Cold War period. This paper
analyses and examines the roots of US interests in the region as well as its influence and
popularity as a development model. The data of this study were collected from secondary
sources and analyzed with the content analysis method. The research has found that the US
aims to secure its strategic and economic interests in Africa by promoting stability,
countering terrorism, promoting democratic governance, and increasing economic stability.
The US has been involved in political and military assistance to African security forces.
Moreover, the US presence in Africa, through AGOA has substantially increased trade,
evidenced by a 10% rise in exports to the US from eligible African countries since 2000. US-
led counterterrorism efforts, such as Operation Enduring Freedom-Trans Sahara (OEF-TS),
have led to a notable 37% decline in terrorist attacks in the Sahel region since 2017.
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Relations between China and African Countries in Special
Reference to the Negative and Positive Economic Effects of China’s
Growing Economic Influence on African Countries

Hayriye Asena DEMIRER®

Abstract

Although China and Africa are geographically far apart and share neither language nor
culture, mutual benefits and mutual respect for state sovereignty and non-interference as
well as the common heritage of struggling to eradicate poverty and colonialism have
resulted in an increasing cooperation between them in different areas (Jakobson, 2019:
405). In this cooperation various economic, political and cultural factors has been important
for two sides. Among the economic factors motivating China for cooperating with African
countries 1) Africa’s rich oil and other natural resources; 2) its role as both as an export
market for manufactured goods and growing labor pool of China; and 3) Africa’s role in
enhancing China’s food security with the increasing Chinese investments in the agriculture
sector in Africa would be counted (Jakobson, 2009: 410). The political incentives for China
in this relation are its need for political alliances to support its sovereignty claim over
Taiwan, its need to enhance its “soft power” and its aspirations to be a global superpower.
On the African side improving its backward infrastructure, raising its global status,
strengthening its capacities in health care and economic growth and creating external
partnerships has been played an important role in improving relations with China (Tu,
2008: 335).

In China's relations with African countries especially the loans and aids that they give has
been attracted much attention in scholarly and political spheres especially after the
declaration of Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) in 2013 by Chinese President Xi Jinping.
Chinese aid has been poured into Africa soon after Sino-Egypt diplomatic recognition in
1956. One of the highest-profile projects in Africa undertaken by China was the construction
of the 1,860-kilometre Tanzam Railway between 1970 and 1975 (Jakobson, 2009: 407;
Lantaigne, 2019: 210). After Deng Xiaoping’s initiation of economic reforms and open door
policy in the late 1970s because of market-oriented Chinese economy’s needs to attract
overseas investment, the strategic importance of Africa seemed more remote from the
Chinese side during this period. Only after Tiananmen Square protests at June 4, 1989 which
resulted in Western states embargo on weapons sales to the PRC (Tu, 2008: 333), Africa
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again became a foreign policy priority for Beijing. Therefore in less than twenty years, China
has become the country that providing the most loans to sub-Saharan African countries,
surpassing the World Bank, by providing loans to 50 of 54 African countries for the
construction of roads, railways and airports (Doganlar, 2021: 76). Between 2000 and 2011,
China's development aids in Africa amounted to 75 billion dollars which is only 15 billion
dollars behind that of the USA in the same period (Esen, 2017:112). According to a study
conducted by Johns Hopkins University, between 2000 and 2018, the amount of loans
provided by China only to African countries reached 148 billion dollars, and among these
countries, Angola, which is rich in oil and hydrocarbons, was the African country that
received the most loans with 43 billion dollars (Doganlar, 2021: 78).

This presentation aims at evaluating and analyising the negative economic effects (like
explotation of African resources and dept trap diplomacy) and positive economic effects
(like the proliferation of trading networks and the growth of industrialization in African host
countries) of China’s growing economic influence on African countries.

26



L8 41 A dpulpaad) Adabiad) (saal g pilaaal) oy Cililes

Constitution-Building Processes and the Challenge of
Political Authority in Africa

Mouhamed Bachir DIOP* sl dana

Abstract

The state constitution is characterized by its importance. It seeks to regulate the powers of
the state entrusted with managing the interests of society. The state acquires the title of
homeland to the extent that it achieves the individual and collective interests of the society
subject to its administration and rule. What we have mentioned clearly shows the great
benefit and prestigious position of the constitution in every country. Western countries
realized this important dimension of the constitution at first glance and therefore
considered it a loophole that could be exploited to formulate policies that would preserve
their interests after the independence of African countries. France is one of the countries
that over-exploited this loophole in all its colonies at different levels, including the formal
and functional structure of African countries in addition to the lifestyle of the different
segments of society and individuals. The correct construction of the constitution proved its
effectiveness in European societies in the Middle Ages when religious and sectarian
divisions were direct threats to Western societies. The European states were convinced that
the civil wars taking place could only be resolved by a superior force with a higher political
authority to establish and enforce a new system independent of the controversial religious
facts. The law imposed by the colonizer was generally a basic tool of colonial power in Africa,
as it was at the heart of the colonial organization and determined the system of institutions,
individuals, andadministrative and judicial systems in each colony. Under the pretext that
it was necessary to obtain political and administrative institutions that would replace those
that existed in the colonial era, the African elites and leaders at that time for determining
the fate of African peoples rushed to copy the basic laws of the colonized countries without
taking into account the specificity of African countries, and this constituted a relative
continuation of the influence of the colonizing countries.
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International Human Rights Conventions and their
Implementation Mechanisms on the African Continent

Heba KHATAB*

Abstract

This extensive study dives into the complex environment of international human rights
conventions and their implementation procedures in the dynamic context of the African
continent. The discourse begins with a clarification of the foundational principles enshrined
in key international conventions, including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR), the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), the International
Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), and the Convention
on the Rights of the Child (CRC)

A thorough investigation of the multiple procedures created at both the international and
regional levels to monitor the implementation of these agreements' requirements follows.
This includes an examination of the roles performed by treaty bodies, such as the Human
Rights Committee and the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women,
in monitoring state compliance through periodic reporting and individual complaints
procedures. Furthermore, emphasis is placed on the critical role of regional human rights
instruments, particularly the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights, the African
Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights (ACHPR), and the African Court on Human and
Peoples' Rights, in advancing human rights agendas in Africa's diverse sociopolitical
environment.

The historical narrative begins with a critical evaluation of the numerous problems that
prevent the effective implementation of human rights accords across the continent. These
problems include entrenched socioeconomic inequities, political instability, armed conflict,
institutional corruption, and cultural barriers, all of which limit the transformation of
international responsibilities into meaningful results at the national level. Notably, the
discourse emphasizes how these difficulties impact more vulnerable communities,
aggravating vulnerability and expanding cycles of human rights violations.

Despite these strong obstacles, the article highlights regions of progress and
accomplishments seen in several African countries. Legislative changes and court
declarations, as well as grassroots activity and civil society initiatives, are all examples of
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localized activities that drive good change and create human rights culture. These results
demonstrate African nations' resilience and power in navigating challenging sociopolitical
environments and advancing the human rights agenda.

Looking ahead, the paper gives a forward-thinking viewpoint, outlining specific proposals
to address existing issues and strengthen Africa's implementation of human rights accords.
These recommendations emphasize better legal frameworks, improved accountability
systems, inclusive policy making procedures, and targeted capacity-building activities.
Furthermore, the importance of international cooperation and solidarity is emphasized as
critical to creating a favorable climate for human rights growth on the continent.

In conclusion, this paper provides a thorough examination of the complexities surrounding
International Human Rights Conventions and their implementation procedures in Africa. It
emphasizes the importance of collaborative effort and unshakable dedication to upholding
human dignity, equality, and justice for all Africans by delving into difficulties, progress, and
future opportunities.

Keywords: Human Rights, African Continent, Universal Declaration
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Limitation of Women in Political Participation in Nigeria

Hafsat Aminu TIJJANI*

Abstract

This research examines women's political participation status in Nigeria in the 4th Republic
(1999-2023). It seeks to elicit the experiences, challenges, and contributions of women in
the political climate of Nigeria through the years. The Patriarchal system of the Political
structure of Nigeria has made it difficult for women to participate in mainstream politics,
alienating them from the male-dominated playground. This work found that with the
establishment of the Fourth Republic in Nigeria in 1999, the number of political parties in
the country increased dramatically as many more people wanted to participate in the
country's decision-making process after feeling silenced during the military regime;
however, even with the increased participation, there were not that many women,
participating through political parties, and those involved were more or less in the backseat
of the process.
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Democracy and Political Participation in Sub-Saharan Africa

Bahri Mert DEMIR*

Introduction

The word democracy is a combination of the ancient Greek words 'demos' (people) and
'kratos' (authority) and in the dictionary definition it means self-government of the people.
In essence, democracy involves the determination of the government by the people and its
control by the people. However, all these definitions are far from fully reflecting the content
and essence of democracy. This is because many definitions emphasize majority rule.
However, not every decision taken by the majority may be right.

Political participation is a concept that is both inherent to democracy and can exist
independently of democracy. Although political participation is essentially a concept
defined in the modern period, historically many different practices can be considered as
examples of political participation. For the legitimacy and functioning of modern state
governance, a broad citizen participation is required instead of a limited elite's involvement
in state governance in traditional periods. In fact, situations where citizen participation
declines are referred to as a crisis of political participation and many issues from the
legitimacy of the state to its functionality can become a matter of debate. In this way,
alternative demands and initiatives for political participation emerge in societies. Especially
with the spread of the internet all over the world, the increased use of social media
applications and the widespread use of internet-based mass communication, social
movements have gained new practices. First of all, with this transformation, movements
have been able to communicate more easily and alternative demands for participation have
been voiced by wider masses.

According to the 2023 Democracy Index, Sub-Saharan Africa lags behind the world average
in terms of political participation, pluralism, women's rights and freedoms. After the Middle
East, Sub-Saharan Africa is the second region with the greatest deficiencies in terms of
democracy. According to the 2023 Democracy Index report, this study will provide an
analysis of Sub-Saharan Africa in terms of political participation and democratization
opportunities, develop recommendations for the development and consolidation of
democracies, and analyze the current deficiencies in African democracies.
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Democracy

For a long period of human history, the power of governance has been concentrated in the
hands of a single person or a group of people, and these people or groups have claimed that
they have this power divinely or by tradition. With modernizing societies and governance
structures, the concept of "consent" has become the basis of governance. For this reason,
there is a close relationship between the concepts of democracy and consent. According to
Sartori, the common word meaning of democracy is "rule of the people" (Sartori, 1977: 11).
Historically, however, democracy has not always been a well-understood concept. Some of
the famous thinkers of Ancient Greece also put forward negative ideas about democracy. For
Plato, democracy was a form of government that would eventually lead to tyranny, while
Aristotle saw democracy as a departure from true constitutions. (Schmidt, 2002: 28).
Throughout the long centuries, democracy has continued to have various negative
connotations for thinkers. However, with the publication of Alexis de Tocqueville's
"Democracy in America", positive perspectives on democracy began to increase. So much so
that John Stuart Mill referred to Tocqueville's "Democracy in America" as the first great work
of political philosophy on democracy (Tocqueville, 2016: 15). Over time, democracy has
come to mean what it does today and has begun to have a positive connotation. Aside from
these definitions and connotations of democracy, there is still no clear agreed definition of
democracy. Definitions of democracy are controversial. It is even more difficult to measure
and accept an issue whose definition is controversial.

Political Participation

Although various examples of political participation have been observed in various ages
starting from ancient times, the definition of political participation is related to the modern
period. In the modern period, both the state organization and the population living under
the roof of states have expanded. For these reasons, it is very difficult to implement direct
democracy in the modern period. It is imperative that political systems are made functional
through various methods and that political participation is bound to various norms and
rules. For this reason, in modern times, the decision-making and executive bodies of states
are formed by representatives elected by the people through various methods at certain
periods and intervals. In this way, democracies of the modern period are essentially
representative democracies.

Political participation is at the center of modern society as an indispensable element for
democracies (Kalaycioglu, 1984: 208-214). In societies where democracy is in force,
political participation mechanisms are actively used in some way, even if the practices are
different. Nevertheless, there is a difference between political participation practices from
one society to another. This difference does not consist of whether democracies include the
phenomenon of participation or not. In fact, the difference is based on the equality and
inequality in the distribution of political resources and values in societies and their
reflections on political participation. Participation is also related to the question of the
legitimacy of the state. Political participation is also seen as an important tool for reducing
or resolving conflicts in societies. Political participation is important to reduce the problems
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arising in the distribution of resources, to resolve demands based on resource distribution
and to ensure the continuity of the political system (Uysal, 1984: 110-115). In the absence
of channels for political participation or when these channels are closed, extraordinary
attempts to participate emerge in societies.

Political participation should be considered in a wide spectrum beyond voting and the
actions of voters during election periods, starting from a seemingly simple curiosity about
all components of the political system and extending to social uprisings that witness
changes in power (Kapani, 2003: 131). Although political participation emphasized only
voting behavior when it first began to find its place in the literature, its definition has
expanded over time and has come to encompass civil disobedience, sit-ins and many other
behaviors. Limiting political participation to voting behavior causes the real phenomenon
to be overlooked and makes it difficult to identify the underlying causes of political
participation.

Democracy Index

In terms of democracy measurements and rankings, organizations such as the Economist
Intelligence Unit's Democracy Index and Freedom House conduct various studies and
publish reports to measure democracy. To confine democratic functioning only to the ballot
box makes it difficult to define and measure democracy precisely. Because democracy is not
just about the ballot box. Elections need to be supported by civil rights and freedoms.
Moreover, even the best constitutions cannot guarantee democracy. A widespread political
culture is also important for democracy.

The Democracy Index is an index published by the Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU)
research division of The Economist since 2006. It analyzes the state of democracy in 167
countries and makes various determinations about democracy in countries in five main
categories. These five categories are electoral process and pluralism, government
functioning, political participation, political culture and civil liberties. These categories also
determine the regime type in the country and countries are classified under four basic
regime types: full democracies, imperfect democracies, hybrid regimes and authoritarian
regimes according to their scores in the index ( Democracy Index 202 3, 2023: 3).

In the study, 44 Sub-Saharan African countries were analyzed. For this, the relevant data on
Sub-Saharan Africa from the Democracy Index 2023 report was used.
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2023 Democracy Index Table

. The Electoral |How the e e .
comry St |G R et |Gomammen P B e
Regional

Averase 4.04 34 09 4.46 £14 4.06

Maritiuz §.14 = 1 217 T.86 6.11 B.73 .82 Full democracy
Batewans 1.73 a3 ] 517 678 6.67 7.50 B33 Flawed demperacy
Cape Verde

[Islands 7465 33 3 a.17 T.00 .67 .58 g.53 Flawed demeeracy
South Afics  |7.05 47 4 742 T.14 B33 5.00 73 Flawed demeeracy
Marmibia ! 57 5 7.00 5.6 £.67 3.63 754 Flawed democracy]
Glana 6.30 [ & B33 3.00 667 563 iEE Flawed demeerey
Lesotho .06 71 7 .17 178 3,36 5.63 618 Flawed demceracy
RS- 583 76 b 700 435 236 §23 £1% Bvbod reenme |
Farubia 580 73 ] 7392 364 5.00 .53 538 Eybeid yapina
|Libariz 337 il 10 783 171 611 5.63 159 Hvbeid regimea |
Senzzal 543 g3 11 658 571 3809 563 530 Hybrid r2gima
Taszamia 533 BS 12 483 336 200 688 4.71 Hivbrid resise
Madapasear  |3.26 B7 13 638 3.37 6.11 3.63 441 Hivbrid repma
Hamva 508 o2 14 150 536 6.67 565 412 Hybnd reeime
Basin 463 97 15 138 571 444 [R5 441 Bybeid reginie
Uzanda 448 |4 16 142 337 189 688 1471 Fivbrid regime |
Ganbia 447 o= |17 442 5 1.89 5.63 4.12 Hybrid repissa
Siomaleome  |4.32 103 12 483 288 1.9 5.00 200 Hivbeid segima

| Mizena 423 104 1% 517 395 189 3.75 441 Hybrid reums
Tvery Ceast  |4.22 105 0 433 286 444 5.63 182 Hivbrid semisa
|Angola 4.1% 197 2 430 321 336 300 163 Hybnd repime
hauritamsa 414 108 22 150 357 6.11 315 441 Hybrid repime
Mozmbique |51 112 23 138 1.43 200 5.00 143 Authoritarian
Fthicpia 337 116 4 042 321 611 563 147 Autheritirzn
Rawveada 330 117 23 142 464 178 5.00 2.65 Suiheritarian
Camorca 104 122= |26 123 23 444 373 133 Autheritarian
Zombakwa 304 3= 27 .00 130 4.44 300 324 Authoritarian
Tose 259 126 18 naz 214 133 5.63 254 Autheritariag
Congo

[Brazmanille)  |2.79 131 b1 0.00 250 444 373 134 Autheritarian
Eswatini 27 132 10 a2 1.64 178 563 194 Authoritarian
Eurkma Fazo  |2.73 133 31 0.00 250 1809 3.73 3.33 Authoritanian

| Didbensti 2.70 134 2 o0 164 139 563 214 Sutheritarian
Financial 2.58 137 13 0,00 000 .00 4.38 153 Authoritarizn
Camercon 2 56 13§ 34 0.35 114 3809 438 206 Authoritarian
Cuines-Bissau 243 140 15 400 Q.00 178 313 235 Sihesitarian
Mizsr 237 141 16 033 114 2212 3.73 441 Authoritarian
Craines 23 145 7 nas 043 133 438 106 Sutheritarian
Gaken 218 146 g 033 1.14 222 3,75 2584 Authoritarian
Burandi 213 147 18 0.00 .00 389 3.00 1.7 Authortanan
Eritres 187 152 40 000 234 056 6,68 018 Suthoritarian
Equatorial

| Cranez 152 138 41 0,00 43 333 433 147 Authortanan
Damocratic

Republic of

|Conzo 1.68 160 42 1.17 043 178 313 058 Sutheritarian
Chad L&7 161 43 0,00 0.00 222 3.73 233 Authoritarian
Central Afican

|Bapullic 118 164 44 o0 0.0 167 168 235 Sutheritarian

Source: Democracy Index 2023, 2023: 54-55
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When the 2023 Democracy Index Table is analyzed, only one of the 44 Sub-Saharan African
countries is shown as a full democracy, while six are shown as imperfect democracies. 15
countries are classified as hybrid regimes as a result of their score on the democracy index.
22 countries are ruled by authoritarian regimes. According to the index, the electoral
process, pluralism and the functioning of government are the most flawed areas for Sub-
Saharan Africa. The average index score in Sub-Saharan Africa dropped from 4.14 in 2022
to 4.04 in 2023, the lowest level in history (Democracy Index 2023, 2023: 54). The main
reason for this decline has been the increasing number of military dictatorships and military
coups in the continent. Africa is the continent with the highest number of military
dictatorships. In the last two decades, there have been one or more military coups or coup
attempts in 25 countries in Africa. It is clear that military coups or coup attempts are one of
the biggest obstacles to the development and entrenchment of democracy in the African
continent. The disregard for democracy by various African governments or their failure to
defend it, as well as widespread poverty, all contribute to the propensity for military coups.
In essence, these shortcomings and trends highlighted in the report represent aspects that
need to be improved by countries for democracies to function properly. Therefore,
improvements in these areas will have positive consequences for democracy in Sub-Saharan
Africa.

Conclusion

Democracy and political participation are interrelated concepts. First of all, for democracy
to exist in a society, the channels of political participation must be open. On the other hand,
democracy is not a prerequisite for political participation. Even in antidemocratic societies,
actions against illegitimate authority are seen as political participation. Various indices have
been developed to measure the relationship between democracy and political participation
and to determine the democratic status of a country. The Economist's Democracy Index,
although it has various shortcomings and flaws, publishes up-to-date data every year as a
scale that provides important data that allows for global comparisons.

Each scale may neglect various indicators or data sources, or may be constructed in such a
way that some sources and indicators are more prominent while others are less prominent.
This is one of the main problems of scale development. Democracy is too important a value
to be reduced to numbers or percentages. However, even if the scales or indicators have
flaws, the scales developed provide important data and create an opportunity for
comparison.

According to the Democracy Index 2023 report, Sub-Saharan Africa stands out as the region
with the lowest score in the Democracy Index after the Middle East region. In the Democracy
Index, countries are evaluated under 5 headings: electoral process and pluralism,
functioning of government, political participation, political culture and civil liberties. The
index gives important signals that there are problems in Africa, especially in the electoral
process, the functioning of the government and civil liberties. On the other hand, the motives
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for political participation and political culture are emphasized as strengths in the report and
provide positive indicators for Africa's democratic future.

Keywords: Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa, Political Participation, Democracy, Social Movements
Sahra Alt1 Afrika’da Demokrasi ve Siyasal Katilma
Giris

Demokrasi kelimesi eski Yunancadaki 'demos' (halk) ve 'kratos' (otorite) sozciliklerinin
birlesiminden meydana gelmekte ve sozliikteki tanimi itibariyla halkin kendi kendini
yonetmesi anlamina gelmektedir. Demokrasi 0zii itibariyle yonetimin halk tarafindan
belirlenmesi ve yine halk tarafindan denetim altinda tutulmasini icinde barindirmaktadir.
Ancak tiim bu tanimlamalar demokrasinin i¢erigini ve 6ziinii tam anlamiyla yansitmaktan
uzaktir. Clnkii pek ¢ok tanim igerisinde ¢ogunluk yonetimine dair vurgular
barindirmaktadir. Ancak ¢ogunluk tarafindan alinan her karar dogru olmayabilir.

Siyasal katilma ise demokrasiye hem ickin olan hem de demokrasiden bagimsiz olarak da
var olabilen bir kavramdir. Siyasal katilma esasinda modern dénemde tanimlanmis bir
kavram olsa da tarihsel olarak pek ¢ok farkli uygulama siyasal katilma 6rnegi olarak ele
alinabilir Modern donem devlet yonetiminin mesruiyeti ve islerlik kazanmas1 icin
geleneksel donemlerdeki kisith bir elitin devlet yonetimine dahli yerine genis bir yurttas
katilm1 gerekmektedir. Hatta yurttas katiliminin diistiigli durumlar siyasal katilma krizi
olarak adlandirilmakta ve devletin mesruiyetinden, islevselligine kadar pek c¢ok husus
tartisma konusu haline gelebilmektedir. Bu sekilde toplumlarda alternatif siyasal katilma
talepleri ve girisimleri ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Ozellikle internetin tiim diinyaya yayilmasj,
sosyal medya uygulamalarinin kullaniminin artmasi ve internet tabanh kitle iletisimin
yayginlasmasiyla toplumsal hareketler yeni pratikler kazanmistir. Her seyden once soz
konusu doéntsiim ile hareketler daha kolay bir iletisim imkanina sahip olmus, alternatif
katilma talepleri daha genis kitleler tarafindan dile getirilebilmistir.

2023 Demokrasi Endeksi'ne gore Sahra Alt1 Afrika’min siyasal katilma, ¢ogulculuk, kadin
haklari ve 6zgiirliikler konusunda diinya ortalamasin gerisinde oldugu géze ¢arpmaktadir.
Orta Dogu’dan sonra demokrasi indeksine demokrasi baglaminda en biiyiik kusurlarin
oldugu ikinci bolge Sahra Alt1 Afrika bolgesidir. S6z konusu bu ¢alisma, 2023 Demokrasi
Endeksi raporuna gore; siyasal katilma ve demokratiklesme olanaklarina iliskin Sahra Alti
Afrika cografyasinin bir analizini sunarak, demokrasilerin gelismesi ve yerlesmesi icin
Oneriler gelistirecek ve Afrika demokrasilerindeki mevcut eksiklikleri analiz edecektir.

Demokrasi

Yonetim erki insanlik tarihinin uzunca bir siiresi, tek bir kisinin veya bir ziimrenin elinde
toplanirken, bu kisiler veya ziimreler, bu giicli tanrisal veya geleneklerden kaynakli olarak
ellerinde bulundurduklarim1 iddia etmislerdir. Modernlesen toplumlar ve yonetim
yapilariyla birlikte artik yonetimin dayandigi unsur “riza” kavrami olmustur. Bu sebeple
demokrasi ve riza kavramlari arasinda siki bir iliski vardir. Sartori’ye gore demokrasinin
yaygin kelime anlami “halkin y6netimi”dir (Sartori, 1977: 11). Ancak tarihsel olarak
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demokrasi her zaman iyi anilan bir kavram olmamistir Antik Yunan'in {nli
diisiiniirlerinden bazilar1 demokrasiye iliskin olarak negatif disiinceler de 6ne
stirmislerdir. Platon i¢in demokrasi zamanla tiranliga yol acacak bir yonetim bicimiyken,
Aristo ise demokrasiyi dogru anayasalardan ayrilma olarak gormektedir. (Schmidt, 2002:
28). Uzun asirlar boyunda diisiiniirler agisindan demokrasi olumsuz cesitli ¢agrisimlar
yaptirmay1 siirdiirmiistiir. Ancak Alexis de Tocqueville’in “Amerika’da Demokrasi” eserini
yayinlamasiyla birlikte demokrasiye iliskin olum bakis acilar1 artmaya baslamistir. Oyle ki
John Stuart Mill, Tocqueville’in “Amerika’da Demokrasi” kitab1 i¢cin demokrasi ilizerine
yazilmis ilk biiylik siyaset felsefesi eseri olarak bahsetmistir (Tocqueville, 2016: 15).
Zamanla bu sekilde demokrasi giiniimiizdeki anlamina ulasmis ve olumlu bir ¢agrisim
yapmaya baslamistir. Demokrasiye iliskin bu tanimlamalar ve c¢agrisimlar bir tarafa,
demokrasi lizerinde uzlasilan net bir tanim hala yoktur. Demokrasinin tanimlari
tartismalidir. Tanim bile tartismali olan bir hususu 6l¢mek ve kabul ettirmek daha zordur.

Siyasal Katilma

Antik dénemlerden baslayarak siyasal katilmaya iliskin cesitli caglarda cesitli 6rnekler
gozlenmis olsa da siyasal katilmanin tanimlanmasi modern doneme iliskindir. Modern
donemde hem devlet teskilatlanmasi hem de devletlerin catis1 altinda yasayan nitifus
genislemistir. Bu gibi sebeplerle modern dénemde dogrudan demokrasinin uygulanmasi
oldukea giictiir. Siyasal sistemlerin cesitli yontemlerle islevsel hale getirilmesi ve siyasal
katilmanin ¢esitli norm ve kurallara baglanmasi zorunludur. Bu nedenle modern
donemlerde devletlerin karar alma ve yiiriitme organlari belirli donemlerde ve araliklarda
gerceklesen ve cesitli yontemler ile halk tarafindan belirlenen temsilciler tarafindan
olusturulmaktadir. Bu sekilde modern donem demokrasileri esasinda temsili demokrasiler
olarak karisimiza ¢ikmaktadir.

Siyasal katilma demokrasiler icin vazgecilmez bir unsur olarak modern toplumun
merkezinde yer almaktadir (Kalaycioglu, 1984: 208-214). Demokrasinin yiiriirliikte oldugu
toplumlarda uygulamalar farkli olsa da bir sekilde siyasal katilim mekanizmalar1 aktif olarak
kullanilmaktadir. Yine de toplumlardan topluma siyasal katilim uygulamalari arasinda fark
s6z konusu olmaktadir. Bu fark demokrasilerin katiim olgusunu icerip icermemesi ile
olusmamaktadir. Clinkii toplumlarda farkli gériiniimlerde olsa da siyasal katilima iliskin
mekanizmalar yer almakta, fark esasinda toplumlardaki siyasal kaynak ve degerlerin
dagitilmasindaki esitlik ve esitsizlik ile bunlarin siyasal katilmaya yansimalari iizerinden
gerceklesmektedir. Katilim devletin mesruluk sorunsalina da iliskindir. Toplumlarda
catismalarin azaltilmasi veya ¢ozlimlenmesi icin de siyasal katilma dnemli bir arac¢ olarak
gorilmektedir. Siyasal katilma, kaynak dagilimina yonelik ortaya cikan sorunlari azaltmak,
kaynak dagilimi eksenli talepleri ¢oziimlemek ve siyasal sistemin devamliligini saglamak
icin 6nemlidir (Uysal, 1984: 110-115). Siyasal katilma kanallarinin olmamas1 veya
kanallarin kapali olmasi durumunda olaganiistii katilma girisimleri toplumlarda ortaya
cikmaktadir.

Siyasal katilma, sadece oy verme ve secmenlerin secim donemlerinde sergiledigi eylemlerin
Otesinde, siyasal sistemin tiim bilesenlerine karsi duyulan ¢ok basit gibi goriinen bir
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meraktan baslayip, iktidar degisimlerine sahne olan toplumsal ayaklanmalara kadar
uzanabilen genis bir yelpaze icerisinde diisiniilmelidir (Kapani, 2003: 131). Literatiirde
kendisine yer bulmaya basladigi ilk donemler siyasal katilma yalnizca oy verme davranisini
vurguluyor olsa da zamanla tanimi genislemis ve sivil itaatsizlik, oturma eylemleri ve daha
bir¢ok davranisi kapsar hale gelmistir. Siyasal katilmay1 oy verme davranisi ile sinirlayarak
ele almak gercek olgunun gozden kacgirilmasina sebep olmaktadir ve siyasal katilmanin
altinda yatan nedenlerin tespitini gliclestirmektedir.

Demokrasi Endeksi

Demokrasi 6l¢limleri ve siralamalarina iliskin olarak Economist Intelligence Unit'in
Demokrasi Endeksi ve Freedom House gibi olusumlar demokrasiyi 6l¢glimleyebilmek icin
cesitli calismalar yapmakta ve raporlar yayinlamaktadir. Demokratik isleyisi yalnizca sandik
ile sitkistirmak ise demokrasinin tam olarak tanimlanmasini ve 6l¢liimiinii gliclestirmektedir.
Clinkii demokrasi sandiktan ibaret degildir. Secimlerin sivil haklar ve o6zgiirliikler ile
desteklenmesi gerekmektedir. Ayrica en iyi anayasalar bile demokrasiyi garanti edemez.
Demokrasi icin ayni1 zamanda toplumda yayilmis bir siyasi kiiltiir de 6nem arz etmektedir.

Demokrasi endeksi, The Economist’'in Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) isimli arastirma
bolimi tarafindan 2006 yilindan itibaren yayinlanan bir endekstir 167 iilkedeki
demokrasinin durumunu analiz ederek, bes temel kategoride iilkelerdeki demokrasiye
iliskin c¢esitli tespitler yapmaktadir. Bu bes kategori se¢im siireci ve ¢ogulculuk, hiikiimetin
isleyisi, siyasal katilim, siyasal kiiltiir ve sivil 6zgiirliiklerdir. Bu kategoriler iilkedeki rejim
tipini de belirlemekte ve lilkeler endeksten aldiklar1 puanlara gore; tam demokrasiler,
kusurlu demokrasiler, hibrit rejimler ve otoriter rejimler olmak iizere dort temel rejim tipi
altinda siniflandirilmaktadir (Democracy Index 2023, 2023: 3).

Calismada 44 Sahra Alt1 Afrika tilkesi analiz edilmistir. Bunun icin Demokrasi Endeksi 2023
raporunun Sahra Alt1 Afrika’ya iliskin ilgili verileri kullanilmistir.
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2023 Demokrasi Endeksi Tablosu

Clke Genel |Kiiresel |Bélgesel zfﬁ'ﬂ | Hilkiimetin | Sivasal |Sivasal [Sivil Rejim Tigi

Puan (Swralama |Swalama . Islevigi Katlhm |Kiiltiir |Ozeiirlikler

Cogulenluk . =

Bilgezal
Ortalama 4.04 3.44 .09 446 £14 4.06
Mlauritius 814 |20= 1 9.17 7.86 6.11 B.73 B.B2 Tam demokzasi
Botzvana 773 |33 2 9.17 8.7% 547 7.50 B.53 Eusurlu demoloas:
Vesil  Burun|
Adalan 745 |35 3 9.17 7.00 647 683 B33 Eusurly demoloas:
Giimey Afnka (7057 |47 4 742 714 B33 3.00 733 Eusurlu demokoas:
MNamibya 852 57 5 7.00 336 547 363 704 Eusurlu demoloas:
rana 630 |65 & 833 3.00 6.67 363 3.83 Kusurlu demalaas
Lesotho £.06 71 7 9.17 379 556 563 618 Eusurly demoloas:
Malaw1 3.83 76 B 7.00 438 356 623 6.18 Hibmt rajum
Zambiya 5.50 78 9 792 164 500 4.83 559 Hibrit rajim
Libarya 557 LE 10 7.83 271 6.11 363 559 Hibrit rajim
Sanzzal 543 B3 11 638 571 189 563 559 Hibrit rajom
Tanzanya 535 B6 12 4.83 336 300 6.88 471 Hibrit rajom
Madagaskar (32 7 13 5.58 357 411 363 441 Hibrit rajim
Kanya 305 |82 14 3130 336 6.67 363 412 Hibrit rajom
Benn 4.63 7 13 138 571 444 6235 441 Hibmit rajim
Uzanda 445 |95 16 142 kY 189 6.88 471 Hibrit rajom
Gambiya 447 100= 7 4.42 428 3189 363 412 Hibrit rajim
SiemraLeone |4.32 103 18 4.83 186 189 300 300 Hibrit rajom
Myerya 423 104 19 517 3493 389 3735 441 Hibmit rajim
Fildigt Sahilh |4.22 103 2 4.33 186 444 363 1g2 Hibrit rajom
Angola 413 17 2 4.50 321 556 .00 243 Hibrit rajim
Moritamya 414 108 n 3130 kY 6.11 3113 441 Hibrit rajom
Mozambik 351 113 23 138 143 5.00 5.00 3153 Choniter
Etivopya 337 116 4 0,42 i 6.11 363 147 Choriter
Fuanda 330 117 23 142 4.04 273 5.00 243 Choniter
Komorlar 304 122= . 135 22 444 375 3153 Choriter
Zimbabre 304 122= 27 0,00 2.50 444 5.00 124 Choniter
Toge 2459 126 28 0,52 214 333 363 2. (Chonter
Eenge
(Brazzaville) |2.7% 131 29 0,00 230 444 375 14 Choriter
E=vatim 273 132 kY 0,52 1564 273 363 2. Choniter
Burkma Fasza |2.73 133 31 0,00 230 189 375 3153 Choriter
Cibuti 270 134 32 0,00 154 389 563 233 Choniter
Mizh 238 157 33 0,00 0,00 300 438 3153 Coriter
Eamanm 2.56 138 4 033 214 3189 433 2.06 Choniter
Gine -Bizsan |2.43 140 15 4.00 0,00 278 3113 235 Choriter
Mijer 237 141 k] 033 1.14 12 373 441 Choniter
Gine 221 143 7 (.83 043 333 438 2.06 Coriter
Gabon 213 146 33 0.83 1.14 12 373 2. Choniter
Bunmdi 213 147 i 0,00 0,00 189 300 1.76 Choriter
Ernitre 197 152 40 0,00 214 0,56 46.53 028 Choniter
Elovator Gimesi| 1.92 156 41 0,00 045 333 433 147 (Chonter
Deamokratik
Eengzo
Cumburiyet  |1.63 160 42 1.17 043 273 313 B3 Choniter
Cad 147 161 43 0,00 0,00 2 7 235 Choriter
Otz Afnkal
Cumburiyet |1.13 164 44 0,00 0,00 147 1.88 233 Chonter

Kaynak: Democracy Index 2023, 2023: 54-55
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2023 Demokrasi Endeksi Tablosu incelendiginde 44 Sahra Alt1 Afrika {ilkesinin yalnizca biri
tam demokrasi olarak gosterilirken, alti tanesi ise kusurlu demokrasi olarak
gosterilmektedir. 15 ililke demokrasi endeksinden aldiklari puan neticesinde hibrit rejim
olarak simiflandirilmistir. 22 iilke ise otoriter rejimler tarafindan yonetilmektedir. Endekse
gore secim siireci ve ¢ogulculuk ile hiikiimetin isleyisi basliklar1 Sahra Alt1 Afrika i¢in en
kusurlu alanlar olarak géze carpmaktadir. Sahra Alt1 Afrika’da 2022’de 4.14 olan endeks
ortalamasi 2023’te 4.04’e diiserek, tarihin en diisiik seviyesine gerilemistir (Democracy
Index 2023, 2023: 54). Bu gerilemenin baslica sebebi kitada artan askeri diktatorliikler ve
askeri darbeler olmustur. Afrika kitasi blinyesinde en ¢ok askeri diktatorliik barindiran kita
olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Son yirmi yilda Afrika’da yer alan 25 tilkede bir veya birden
fazla kez askeri darbe gerceklesmis veya girisimi olmustur. Afrika kitasinda demokrasinin
gelismesi ve yerlesik hale gelmesinde en biiytik engellerin basinda askeri darbelerin veya
girisimlerin oldugu aciktir. Afrika’daki cesitli iilke yonetimlerinin demokrasiyi goz ardi
etmesi veya savunmadaki basarisizliklar1 ve yaygin yoksulluk gibi sebepler askeri darbe
egilimini arttiran hususlar olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Raporda vurgulanan bu eksiklikler
ve egilimler 6ziinde lilkeler tarafindan demokrasilerin saglikli islemesi i¢cin gelistirilmesi
gereken yonleri ifade etmektedir. Bu sebeple bu alanlarda yapilacak iyilestirmeler Sahra Alti
Afrika’da demokrasi i¢in olumlu sonuclar doguracaktir.

Sonug

Demokrasi ve siyasal katilma birbirleriyle iliskili kavramlar olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir.
Her seyden 6nce bir toplumda demokrasinin olabilmesi i¢in siyasal katilma kanallarinin acik
olmasi gerekmektedir. Ancak diger taraftan siyasal katilma i¢in demokrasi sart degildir.
Antidemokratik toplumlarda bile mesru olmayan otoriteye karsi girisilen eylemler siyasal
katilma icerisinde goriilmektedir. Demokrasi ve siyasal katilma iliskisinin 6l¢iilmesi, bir
iilkenin demokratikliginin tespiti gibi hususlar icin cesitli endeksler gelistirilmektedir. The
Economist tarafindan gergeklestirilen Demokrasi Endeksi cesitli eksikliklere ve kusurlara
sahip olsa da kiiresel olgekte karsilastirmalara firsat veren énemli veriler sunan bir 6lgek
olarak her sene giincel veriler yayinlamaktadir.

Her o6lgek cesitli gostergeleri veya veri kaynaklarini ihmal edebilir veya bazi kaynak ve
gostergeleri daha geri plana, bazilarini ise daha on plana ¢ikartacak sekilde kurgulanabilir.
Bu 6lcek gelistirmenin baslica sorunsallarindandir. Demokrasi sadece sayilara veya ytlizdelik
oranlara indirilemeyecek kadar 6nemli bir degerdir Ancak yine de olgeklerin veya
gostergelerin kusurlari olsa da gelistirilen 6lcekler 6nemli veriler sunmakta ve karsilastirma
firsat1 yaratmaktadir.

Demokrasi Endeksi 2023 raporuna gore, Orta Dogu bolgesinden sonra Sahra Alt1 Afrika
Demokrasi Endeksi'nde en diisiik puana sahip bolge olarak 6ne ¢ikmaktadir. Demokrasi
Endeksi’'nde iilkeler se¢im siireci ve ¢ogulculuk, hiikiimetin isleyisi, siyasal katilim, siyasal
kiltiir ve sivil 6zglrliikler olarak 5 baslik altinda degerlendirilmektedir. Afrika’da 6zellikle
secim siireci, hitkkiimetin isleyisi ve sivil 6zgiirliikler noktasinda problemler olduguna iliskin
endeks 6nemli sinyaller vermektedir. Buna karsin, Afrika’da vatandaslarin siyasal katilim
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giidiileri ve siyasal kiiltlir ise gli¢lii yonler olarak raporda vurgulanmakta ve Afrika’nin
demokratik gelecegine iliskin olumlu gostergeler de sunmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimler: Afrika, Sahra Alt1 Afrika, Siyasal Katilma, Demokrasi, Toplumsal
Hareketler
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Artificial Rain Technology and Its Role in Combating Drought in
Africa

*Juad Ly S 5 2aaw Mouhamed Zakaria FODOL

Abstract

Artificial rainmaking technology offers innovative solutions to address the challenges of
drought, especially in the African continent, which is witnessing the increasing effects of
climate change. This study aims to identify the scientific foundations of artificial rainmaking
and evaluate its effectiveness in increasing rainfall in arid regions, based on literature
analysis, including scientific articles and relevant government and international reports. By
examining the experiences of countries such as the United Arab Emirates, the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, China, India, Ethiopia, Kenya, and the Kingdom of Morocco, the study
addressed the factors affecting the success of artificial rainmaking, such as the type of clouds
and climatic conditions, in addition to searching for the benefits that this technology brings,
such as increasing agricultural productivity and renewing water resources. The study also
addressed the limitations that may cause the effectiveness of artificial rainmaking
technology, such as the need for specific weather conditions and the need for rigorous
scientific verification. Ultimately, the study suggested some solutions, such as the
importance of following innovative financing strategies, strengthening public-private
partnerships, and benefiting from international support. The study recommends the need
to focus on improving cloud seeding techniques and comprehensive assessment of
environmental impacts. The findings confirm that integrating artificial rain enhancement
with water conservation strategies is an important tool to enhance the resilience of African
countries to drought. Through a shared commitment to innovation and research
collaboration, drought-stricken countries in Africa can move towards a more water-secure
and sustainable future.

Keywords: Artificial rain enhancement, climate change, water security, environmental
technology, financing strategies.
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Analyzing the Impact of Domestic and Cross Border Tension on
The Economic Growth in Nigeria

Toyin Olalekan BABALOLA"

Abstract

Domestic and international conflicts pose a threat to Nigeria's economic progress,
necessitating the use of diplomacy, good governance, and conflict resolution techniques.
Ayam (2008). Governments, donors, humanitarian organizations, and other stakeholders
must work together to promote peace, stability, and resilience in fragile and conflict-
affected situations in order to address domestic and cross-border insecurity. According to
Brockmann, Hauck, & Reigeluth (2008), key tactics to boost growth and productivity in
unstable environments include fortifying humanitarian coordination mechanisms,
improving security risk management protocols, financing conflict-sensitive programming,
promoting local ownership and leadership, and endorsing peacebuilding and conflict
resolution initiatives. By addressing the underlying causes of insecurity and bolstering the
resilience of the affected populations.

According to Diez, Stetter, & Albert (2006), conflicts, disagreements, or disputes that occur
within a nation's borders between its own people, communities, or areas are referred to as
domestic tension. Contrarily, conflicts, disagreements, or tense ties between adjacent
countries or states are referred to as cross-border tension. According to Kim (2015), cross-
border tension refers to wars or disputes between different countries or neighboring
nations, whereas domestic tension occurs within a country's boundaries among its own
population. The state of peace, stability, and economic growth both within and between
countries can be significantly impacted by both kinds of friction.

This article focuses on the socioeconomic and political effects of both internal and cross-
border insecurity on Nigerian development as they relate to trade disruptions,
infrastructure damage, investment rate, human and physical capital, agricultural and food
production, resource allocation, and foreign aid. Additionally, ideas for overcoming the
social issues that have caused the nation (Nigeria) in particular and the West African region
to regress are made.

* PhD Researcher, Istanbul Gelisim University, Institute of Social Science, Department of Economic
and Finance, lekanoyindal @gmail.com
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Exploring the Synergy of Green Innovation, Renewable Energy,
and Economic Growth in Africa

Imonitie IMAFIDON*

Abstract

This paper examines the relationship between green innovation, renewable energy, and
economic growth in Africa. Attaining sustainable economic growth in Africa today is overly
challenging due to the complex problems of climate change, environmental pollution,
decreasing energy supplies, and biodiversity loss. The mandate for green innovation is to
introduce innovations that focus primarily on reducing pollution, waste, and high cost of
environmental sustainability. This research study focuses on green innovation with specific
reference to renewable energy in addressing the most challenging issues facing Africa in
respect to achieving the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) set up by the United
Nations in 2015, three of which are the greatest setback to African countries, they include;
good health and well-being (SDG3), clean water and sanitation (SDG6), responsible
consumption and production (SDG12), and environmental sustainability (SDG13).
Furthermore, green innovation and renewable energy are critical determinants in fostering
economic growth in Africa as they significantly promote environmental sustainability and
economic productivity, as previous studies have shown. The following questions are the
focus of this study. Firstly, how green innovation can contribute to the African SDGs.
Secondly, how green innovation with specific reference to renewable energy can contribute
to the economic growth of African countries. A theoretical literature review was conducted
of which n=27 academic sources met the researcher’s criteria on the impact of green
innovation and renewable energy on economic growth in Africa. Investigations on this
research area have increased dynamically over the years, and this paper provides an
updated overview. This research paper delves into the growing body of literature, applying
a systematic and comprehensive approach in addressing different points of view, theories,
methodologies, analysis, and findings in the research field of green innovation, renewable
energy, and their impact on economic growth in Africa.

Keywords: Green Innovation, Renewable Energy, Green Economic Growth, Economic
Growth, Africa
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Afrika Ulkeleri Bankacilik Sistemi Finansal Kaynak Dagitiminin
G-7 Ulkeleri ile Karsilastirmali Analizi

Murat TOPCU*

Abstract

One of the most important components of the financial system in a country is the banking
system. While the banking system plays an important role in the creation and development
of the country's savings accumulation, it also mediates the effective and efficient
redistribution of the collected savings through credit channels. In this context, it is
important to examine the course of the savings deposits collected by the banking system
within the country's general economy and to which economic actors these financial
resources are transferred in terms of the development of industry and entrepreneurship in
the country and the encouragement of new investments. Within the banking system, the
Central Bank creates financial resources by printing banknotes under the supervision and
control of the state. Other commercial and investment banks within the system contribute
to the expansion of the monetary base by creating registered money through credit and
deposit channels, in other words, to the increase in the amount of financial resources to be
used by businesses and to the facilitation of access to resources. Meanwhile, the collected
financial resources support the country's economic development and growth in a macro
sense by transferring them to areas and sectors that will increase production in the country,
and create employment. In this context, the study aims to analyze the transfer of financial
resources from the banking system in African countries to the private and public sectors by
using the World Bank financial development data and to compare this transfer with the G7
countries. For this purpose, two variables were used to measure whether the financial
resources collected in the banking system were used for financing the public or the private
sector. The first is the “ratio of credits given to the private sector to GDP” on a country basis,
and the second is the “ratio of credits given to the state and public economic enterprises to
GDP”. The differences were examined by comparing the results of the changes in the data of
African countries regarding the two variables with the G7 countries.

The average GDP ratio of the banking system loans to the private sector in African countries
is 19.76% (1990-2020). This ratio increases to 21.41% when the pre-2000 period, when
the bipolar world began to change and financial liberalization was just beginning, is
considered external - in other words, when the period between 2001-2020 is taken. Among
the countries that provided the highest rate of loans to the private sector in the 1990-2020
period on the continent, South Africa is at the top of the list of countries that provided loans

* Dr. Ogr. Uyesi, Istanbul Gelisim Universitesi Iktisadi, Idari ve Sosyal Bilimler Fakiiltesi,
E-posta: mtopcu@gelisim.edu.tr ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0660-6399
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to the private sector at a rate of approximately 114% of its GDP. South Africa is followed by
Mauritius with 70%, Tunisia with 67%, Cabo Verde with 45%, and Egypt with 37%. The
country with the lowest rate is Sudan with 6.5%. When the average between 2001-2020,
when financial liberalization was more intense, is examined, the countries that provided the
highest rate of credit to the private sector are South Africa with 121.94%; Mauritius, 83.28;
Tunisia, 68.80%; Cabo Verde, 53.77%; and Egypt, 37.57. The lowest of this rate is Chad with
5.77%. When both data are evaluated comparatively, it is determined that there has been
very little positive development in terms of supporting the private sector between the 1990-
2000 period, when financial liberalization first began in African countries, and the 2000-
2020 period, when financial liberalization and capital movements gradually increased.

The average GDP ratio of the credits provided by the banking system of the G-7 countries to
the private sector is 128%. When the GDP ratio of the credits provided by the G-7 countries
to the private sector is examined, the USA has the highest ratio with 188.14%. Japan is next
with 170%, England with 147%, Canada with 121.5%, Germany with 91%, and France with
95%. Italy is in the last place with 79.5% among the G-7 countries.

These results show that African countries are far behind G-7 countries in transferring
financial resources to the private sector, which has an important place in the development
and growth of the general economy. It also means that the banking system in these countries
cannot use credit channels, money creation processes and credit expansion effectively and
efficiently in supporting the private sector.

One of the fundamental problems of the banking system in developing countries and
underdeveloped countries is that the resources provided by the system are used to finance
public needs and budget deficits. In this way, the banking system transfers the deposits it
collects to public finance, excluding the private sector. The reason for this is that the risk of
non-repayment of the debt given to finance the state is very low, while the risk of non-
repayment of the loans given to the private sector is high. When the ratio of the entire
banking system of African countries to the GDP of the loans given to the state and public
economic enterprises is examined, the average of the continental countries is 7.58%. As
stated above, it is seen that South Africa, which has the highest rate of providing loans to the
private sector, is close to the continental average with 7.86%. This result shows that South
Africa attaches more importance to supporting the private sector and uses less of the
banking system resources in financing the state.

Among the continental countries, Egypt is at the top of the list of countries that direct
banking system funds to public financing with 38.28%. Egypt is followed by Seychelles with
32%, Algeria with 28%, Mauritius with 20.30%, and Morocco with 18%. In this sense, South
Africa is the most developed country in the continent in terms of economy and finance.
(GDP: $359 billion; Per capita national income $6,000 Export: $104.9 billion Import: $103.1
billion) (Ministry of Foreign Affairs) It can be said that South Africa's emphasis on providing
financial resources to the private sector with its banking system resources has an effect. The
G7 countries' banking system's credit ratio to the state and public economic enterprises in
the 1980-2020 period is 22.92%. The average for the 2000-2020 period is 20.81%. Among
the G7 countries, Japan is the country that transferred banking system resources to public
financing with a rate of 54.60% between 2000-2020. After Japan, Italy follows with 28.80%;
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Germany with 20.51%; France with 17.28%; Canada with 11.72%; and the USA with 8.77%.
The use of the banking system in terms of public financing is lower in G7 countries than in
African countries, except for Japan.

As a result, it has been determined that African countries are far behind G-7 countries in
terms of providing financial resources to the private sector when compared to European
countries. The most important tool for a country's economic growth and development is
private sector institutions. These institutions' making new investments and increasing their
production depend on obtaining sustainable financial resources. It can be said that the
inability of the banking system of the continental countries to transfer financial resources
to the private sector at the level of developed countries; causes the continental countries to
fail to develop economically through the private sector, to create new employment areas, to
increase production and, accordingly, to increase the income and welfare of individuals.

Keywords: Financial Resource, African Countries, Banking System, G-7 Countries

Comparative Analysis of Financial Resource Allocation in tne Banking System of
African Countries with G7 Countries

Ozet

Bir iilkedeki finansal sitemin en ©Onemli bilesenlerinden biri bankacilik sistemidir.
Bankacilik sistemi bir taraftan iilkenin tasarruf birikiminin olusturulmasinda ve
gelistirilmesinde dnemli rol oynarken diger taraftan toplanan tasarruflarin etkin ve verimli
sekilde kredi kanallarindan yeniden dagitilmasina aracilik etmektedir. Bu baglamda
iilkedeki sanayi ve girisimciligin gelismesi, yeni yatirimlarin tesvik edilmesi agisindan
bankacilik sistemin {ilkenin genel ekonomisi icerisinde topladig1 tasarruf mevduatlarinin
seyri ve bu finansal kaynaklarin hangi ekonomik aktérlere aktardiginin incelenmesi
onemlidir. Bankacilik sistemi icerisinde Merkez Bankasi devlet denetiminde ve kontroliinde
banknot basmak suretiyle finansal kaynak yaratmaktadir. Sistem icerisindeki diger ticari ve
yatirim bankalari ise kredi ile mevduat kanalarindan kaydi para yaratmak suretiyle parasal
tabanin genislemesine, diger bir ifadeyle isletmelerin kullanacagi finansal kaynak
miktarinin artirilmasina ve kaynaga ulasim imkanlarinin kolaylastirilmasina katki
saglamaktadirlar. Ayn1 zamanda toplanan finansal kaynaklar iilkede iliretimi artiracak,
istihdam yaratacak, alanlara ve sektorlere aktarmak suretiyle makro anlamda iilkenin
ekonomik yonden gelismesini ve kalkinmasini desteklemektedir. Bu kapsamda ¢alisma
Diinya Bankasi finansal gelismislik verilerini kullanarak Afrika iilkelerindeki bankacilik
sisteminin 6zel sektore ve kamusal alana finansal kaynak aktarimini ve bu aktarimin G7
iilkeleri ile karsilastirmak suretiyle analizini amag¢lamaktadir. Bu maksatla bankacilik
sisteminde toplanan finansal kaynaklarin kamunun mu yoksa 06zel sektériin mi
finansmaninda kullanildigin1 6lgmek icin iki degisken kullanilmistir. Birincisi lilke bazinda
“0zel sektore verilen kredilerin GSYH’a orant”, ikincisi ise “devlete ve kamu iktisadi
tesebbiislerine verilen kredilerin GSYiH'ye oramidir”. Afrika iilkelerinin iki degiskene
ait verilerindeki degisim sonuclar1 G7 iilkeleri ile karsilastirmak suretiyle farkliliklar
incelenmistir.

Afrika kitasi iilkelerinin bankacilik sisteminin 6zel sektore kullandirdigi kredilerin GSYH
orani ortalama (1990-2020) arast % 19,76’dir. Bu oran iki kutuplu diinyanin degismeye
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basladigi ve finansal serbestlesmenin heniiz baslangi¢ asamasini teskil eden 2000 6ncesi
donem dissal kabul edildiginde -diger bir ifadeyle 2001-2020 aras1 dénem alindiginda- %
21,41’e cikmaktadir. Kita icerisinde 1990-2020 doneminde 6zel sektore en yliksek oranda
kredi kullandiran iilkeler arasinda Giiney Afrika GSYH ’sinin yaklasik % 114 oraninda 6zel
sektore kredi kullanan iilkelerin en basinda yer almaktadir. Giiney Afrika’'y1 % 70 ile
Marityus Mauritius, % 67 ile Tunus, %45 ile Cabo Verde, %37 ile Misir izlemektedir. Bu
oranin en diisiik oldugu iilke ise % 6,5 ile Sudandir. Finansal serbestlesmenin daha yogun
oldugu 2001-2020 yillar1 arasindaki ortalama incelendiginde en yliksek oranda 6zel sektore
kredi kullandiran iilkeler Gliney Afrika % 121,94; Marityus (Mauritius), 83,28; Tunus
%68,80; Cabo Verde % 53,77; Misir 37,57 ile en yliksek siralamada yer almaktadir. Bu
oranin en disugi %5,77 ile Cad’dir (Chad). Her iki veri Kkarsilastirmali olarak
degerlendirildiginde Afrika tlkelerinde finansal serbestlesmenin ilk basladig1 1990-2000
donemi ile finansal serbestlesmenin ve sermaye hareketlerinin giderek arttig1 2000-2020
donemi arasinda 6zel sektoriin desteklenmesi yoniinde ¢ok az pozitif yonde gelisme
gosterdigi tespit edilmistir.

G-7 ulkeleri bankacilik sisteminin 6zel sektére kullandirdigi kredilerin GSYH orani
ortalamast % 128’dir. G-7 iilkelerinin 6zel sektoére kullandirdig1 kredilerin GSYH orani
incelendiginde ABD % 188,14 ile en yliksek orana sahiptir. Daha sonra Japonya % 170,
ingiltere % 147, Kanada % 121,5 Almanya % 91, Fransa % 95 ile siralamada yer almaktadir.
G-7 lilkeleri igerisinde italya ise % 79,5 en son siradadir.

Bu sonuclar Afrika kitasi tilkelerin, genel ekonomin kalkinma ve gelismesinde 6nemli yere
sahip olan 6zel sektdre finansal kaynak aktariminda G-7 tilkeleri ile kiyaslandiginda olduk¢a
geride kaldiklarin1 gostermektedir. Ayrica bu iilkelerdeki bankacilik sisteminin 6zel
sektoriin desteklenmesinde kredi kanallarinin ve kaydi para yaratma siiregleri ile kredi
genislemesinin etkin ve verimli kullanamadiklari anlamina gelmektedir.

GOU ve az gelismis iilklerde bankacilik sisteminin temel sorunlarindan birisi sistemin
sagladig1 kaynaklarin kamunun ihtiyaclarin1 ve bilitce aciklarinin finanse edilmesinde
kullanilmasidir. Bu sekilde bankacilik sistemi topladigi mevduati kamunun finansmanina
aktarmakta 06zel sektorii dislamaktadir. Bunun nedeni devleti finanse etmede verilen
borcun geri dénmeme riskinin ¢ok diisiik olmasi, 6zel sektore verilen kredilerin ise geri
donmeme riskinin yliksek olmasidir. Afrika iilkeleri bankacilik sisteminin tamaminin
devlete ve kamu iktisadi tesebbiislerine verilen kredilerin GSYIH'ye orani incelendiginde
kita ilkeleri ortalamast %7,58'dir. Yukarida belirtildigi ilizere ozel sektore kredi
kullandirmada en ytiksek orana sahip olan Gliney Afrika’nin %7,86 ile kita ortalamasina
yakin oldugu goriilmektedir. Bu sonug¢ Gliney Afrika’'nin 6zel sektoriin desteklenmesine
daha fazla 6nem verdigini, bankacilik sistemi kaynaklarinin devletin finansmaninda daha az
kullandigini géstermektedir.

Kita devletlerinden bankacilik sistemi fonlarini kamunun finansmanina ydénlendiren
ilkelerin basinda ise %38,28 Misir gelmektedir. Misir1 %32 ile Seyseller (Seychelles), %28
ile Cezayir (Algeria), %20,30 Marityus (Mauritius), %18 ile Fas (Morocco), yer almaktadir.
Bu anlamda ekonomik ve finansal yonden kitada biiyiik gelisme en gelismis tilkesi Giliney
Afrika’dir. (GSYIH:359 milyar $; Kisi basina diisen milli gelir 6.000 $ [hracat: 104,9 milyar $
Ithalat: 103,1 milyar $) (dis isleri bakanhig1) Giiney Afrika’nin bankacilik sistemi kaynaklari
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ile 6zel sektore finansal kaynak saglamaya 6nem vermesinin etkisi oldugu séylenebilir. G7
tilkeleri bankacilik sisteminin 1980-2020 donemi devlete ve kamu iktisadi tesebbiislerine
verilen kredilerin GSYIH orani %22,92’dir. 2000-2020 dénemi ortalamasi ise %20,81 dir.
Bu oranin 2000-2020 arasi G7 iilkeleri icerisinde bankacilik sistemi kaynaklarini kamunun
finansmanina aktaran iilke %54,60 orani ile Japonya’dir. Japonya’dan sonra % 28,80 ile
Italya; % 20,51 ile Almanya; %17,28 ile Fransa; % 11,72 Kanada; %8,77ABD takip
etmektedir. Bankacilik sisteminin kamunun finansmani acisindan kullanimi G7 tilkelerinde
Japonya harig diger iilkelerin oranlari Afrika tlilkelerinden diistiktiir.

Sonug olarak Avrupa iilkeleri ile kiyaslandiginda Afrika iilkelerinin 6zel sektore finansal
kaynak saglama yoniinden G-7 tulkelerinin ¢ok gerisinde oldugu tespit edilmistir. Bir tilkenin
ekonomik yonden bliyiime gelismesinin en 6nemli arac1 6zel sektér kuruluslardir. Bu
kuruluslarin yeni yatirimlar yapmasi ve iiretimlerini artirmasi siirdiiriilebilir finansal
kaynak edinmelerine baghdir. Kita iilkeleri bankacilik sisteminin 6zel sektore gelismis
ilkeler seviyesinde finansal kaynak aktaramamasi; kita tilkelerinin zincirleme olarak 6zel
sektor vasitasiyla ekonomik yonden gelisme gésterememelerine, yeni istihdam alanlari
yaratilamamasina, liretimin artirilmamasina, buna bagh olarak bireylerin gelir ve refahinin
artirlmamasina sebep oldugu sdylenebilir.

Keywords: Financial Resource, African Countries, Banking System, G-7 Countries
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Environmental Policies Applied by the European Union to African
Countries

Yasar AKDEMIR*

Abstract

This study will summarize the historical development of the EU's environmental policies
and its relations with the African continent within the scope of the EU's Green Deal, which
is currently in force. Within this framework, the EU's initiatives and diplomatic activities
towards African countries in combating environmental problems, especially the climate
crisis, will be discussed. The EU's environmental policies towards Africa will be examined
through the EU's soft/normative/transformative power.

The EU has made the most significant effort in the international fight against environmental
problems initiated by the United Nations. The EU, which includes most of the developed
countries that cause climate change, has made considerable progress in this regard with the
internal and external policies that has implemented. On the other hand; the African
continent, which has contributed almost nothing to climate change and suffers a significant
portion of the world's population, hosts the world's poorest countries, which are most
affected by the crisis. Therefore, it is very important for the (EU) to help the poor South
(African countries) in combating climate change, both in overcoming this vital problem and
in ensuring climate justice.

The countries in which the EU has made agreements in trade, investment, and other areas,
and emphasized issues such as sustainable development, environment and climate change,
are particularly in the African continent. African countries, which were colonies of
developed European countries in the past, are signing agreements that are mostly designed
in line with the interests of these developed countries during the decolonization period. It
is a view agreed upon by the authorities that Africa, which is very backward in terms of both
industrialization and urbanization, is the continent that suffers the most from the climate
problem even though its fossil fuel use, which causes the climate crisis, is very low.
Developed countries have committed to providing 100 billion dollars of support annually
to poor countries, especially African countries, to combat the climate crisis at the UN Climate
Change Conference (COP26) held in Glasgow, Scotland in November 2021. In the meantime,
poor countries have been waiting for these commitments to be fulfilled.

Combating climate change creates a serious financial resource. It seems that African
countries are lagging in the global fight against climate change. The most important reason
for this is the financial inadequacy to meet these costs. They do not have enough resources
to make or develop infrastructure investments such as living spaces or schools, roads,

* PhD Student, Istanbul Beykent University, E-mail: yakdemiryasar@gmail.com
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hospitals, and sewage systems. The majority of the poor countries in the continent live in
makeshift houses, which naturally increases the risk of death after a disaster. In addition,
the inadequacy of health facilities and staff is another risk factor in terms of survival after a
disaster. For these reasons, it is very important to meet the financial needs of African
countries.

According to a report published by UNICEF in 2021, climate change is leading to a climate
disaster in Africa. Drought has peaked in Ethiopia, Kenya, and Somalia. The number of
people without access to clean water in these countries increased from 9.5 million to 16.2
million in 2021. This has seriously increased the risk of epidemics. The same report states
that water resources have decreased by more than 40 percent in Burkina Faso, Chad, Malj,
Niger, and Nigeria in the last 20 years due to drought, and millions of people are exposed to
the same risk of epidemics. In contrast, the city of Alexandria on the Mediterranean coast of
Egyptis at risk of being flooded due to climate change. Again, the extreme heat experienced
in Egyptin 2021 due to climate change caused agricultural products to fall by more than 50
percent.

In 1997, the EU Commission published the Green Paper. It was explained in this document
that a new era had begun in relations between Europe and 78 countries in Africa, the Pacific
and the Caribbean, called the AKP countries. It was stated that a brand new environment
existed in the world under the influence of globalization, and that “the era of imperialism
and the post-colonial period were over, international relations now took place in a more
transparent environment and that it was the responsibility of each country to fulfill the
requirements of this environment.” After publishing the Green Paper, the EU reiterated its
promise to support the development of these countries in the Cotonou Agreement it signed
with these AKP countries and emphasized that it would contribute to the establishment of
peace and security by cooperating with them. The issue of “reducing poverty” was one of
the important articles highlighted in the Agreement. The safest way to ensure the
development of developing countries, especially in Africa, is to increase the share these
countries receive from world trade. To do this, these countries need to integrate into world
markets and work in harmony with the World Trade Organization. The EU's relationship
with AKP countries began with a series of agreements signed in Lome, the capital of Togo,
in 1975.

After publishing the Green Document, the EU reiterated its promise to support the
development of these AKP countries in the Cotonou Agreement it signed with them and
emphasized that it would contribute to the establishment of peace and security by
cooperating with them. The issue of “reducing poverty” is one of the important articles
highlighted in the Agreement. The safest way to ensure the development of developing
countries, especially in Africa, is to increase the share of these countries in world trade. To
do this, these countries need to integrate into world markets and work in harmony with the
World Trade Organization. The EU’s relationship with the AKP countries began with a series
of agreements signed in Lome, the capital of Togo, in 1975.
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Four Lome Agreements were signed, which regulate trade relations and economic aid
between the EU and the AKP (African-Caribbean-Pacific) countries for 25 years, on the
condition that democracy and human rights are increasingly strengthened.

The Lome Agreements have been very beneficial for the EU. It is a great advantage for the
EU to provide the variety and supply of raw materials needed by its developing industry,
and even to guarantee this supply by placing itself in a privileged position. In addition, it is
another gain for the EU to take ownership of the old relations and responsibilities in the
AKP countries, most of which are former colonies. In addition, in the 21st century, the EU's
relations with African countries have been on an increasing course with four separate
summit meetings held between 2000 and 2014. These summit meetings, attended by heads
of state and government from both sides, were the Cairo summit, the Lisbon summit, the
Tripoli summit and the Brussels summit, respectively. The relations between the African
Union, which has 54 members, and the EU, which has 27 members, have continued to
develop outside of these summits.

EU officials have recently frequently emphasized that cooperation with “like-minded
partners” will be prioritized. The European Green Deal specifically states the desire to
“support partnership development” on climate, especially in Africa and in countries
neighboring Europe. In this context, it is stated that the development of developing
countries, least developed countries and small island states in Africa will be supported.

Within the framework of the Paris Climate Agreement and the European Green Deal, green
technology investments will increase rapidly to ensure the economic growth of the EU. In
this context, the need for clean energy minerals will also increase. The European
Commission has defined 30 strategically important raw materials, including boron, cobalt,
lithium and magnesium, considering the areas that the European industry will need in the
coming period (such as batteries). The reason for this definition is to emphasize the EU's
increasing need for these raw materials. For example; It is stated that the EU will need
approximately 17 times more lithium supply in 2050 compared to current amounts. Almost
all of these raw materials are abundant in the African continent. The European
Commission’s foreign policy objectives for the upcoming period include strengthening the
supply of strategic raw materials that are important for the EU’s green industrial production
with the European Critical Raw Materials Act, improving the partial production of raw
materials from waste and through circularity, and developing a diplomatic approach to sign
new trade and investment agreements that will ensure the sustainable supply of critical raw
materials, especially with “like-minded partners”.

Keywords: Environmental policies, Climate Change, European union, Africa.
Avrupa Birligi'nin Afrika Ulkelerine Uyguladig Cevre Politikalar:
Ozet

Bu c¢alismada AB’nin ¢evre politikalarinin tarihsel siire¢ icinde gelisimi ve hali hazirda
yurirlikte bulunan AB'nin Yesil Mutabakat kapsaminda Afrika kitasi ile olan iliskileri
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Ozetlenecektir. Bu c¢ercevede AB’nin basta iklim krizi olmak lizere ¢evre sorunlariyla
miicadelede Afrika iilkelerine yonelik girisimleri ve diplomatik faaliyetleri ele alinacaktir.
AB’nin Afrika’ya yonelik cevre politikalari, AB'nin yumusak/normatif/dontstiiriicii giicti
tizerinden incelenecektir.

Birlesmis Milletlerin baslattig1 ¢evre sorunlari ile uluslararasi miicadelede, en kayda deger
cabayi gosteren AB'dir. Iklim degisikligine sebep olan gelismis iilkelerin cogunu biinyesinde
barindiran AB, uyguladig birlikici ve disi politikalarla bu konuda oldukea yol almistir. Diger
taraftan; iklim degisikligine neredeyse hi¢ katkida bulunmayan ve diinya niifusunun 6nemli
bir kismini barindiran Afrika kitasi, krizden en fazla etkilenen diinyanin en fakir tilkelerini
biinyesinde barindirmaktadir. Bu yiizden iklim degisikligi ile miicadelede zengin Kuzey’in
(AB), fakir Giiney’e (Afrika iilkeleri) yardim etmesi hem bu hayati sorunun asilmasinda hem
de iklim adaletinin saglanmasinda ¢cok 6nemlidir.

AB’nin ticaret, yatirim ve diger alanlarda anlasma yaptig1 ve bu anlasmalarda siirdiiriilebilir
kalkinma, cevre ve iklim degisikligi gibi konulari 6nemle vurguladig iilkeler 6zellikle Afrika
kitasindadir. Gegmiste gelismis Avrupa iilkelerinin somiirgeleri olan Afrika iilkeleri,
dekolonizasyon doéneminde de daha ¢ok bu gelismis iilkelerin c¢ikarlar1 dogrultusunda
diizenlenmis anlasmalara imza atmaktadir.

Gerek sanayilesme gerekse kentlesme konusunda ¢ok geri olan Afrika'nin bu durumuyla
iklim krizine sebep olan fosil yakit kullanimi ¢ok ¢ok az olmasina karsin iklim sorunundan
en ¢ok zarar goren kita olmasi yetkililerin iizerinde mutabik kaldig1 bir goristiir. Gelismis
tilkeler; Kasim 2021’de Iskogya'nin Glasgow kentinde gerceklesen BM Iklim Degisikligi
Konferansinda (COP26) yoksul iilkelere, bu arada 6zellikle Afrika iilkelerine iklim kriziyle
miicadele icin yi1lda 100 milyar dolarlik destek saglamayi taahhiit etmislerdir. Aradan gegen
zamanda yoksul lilkeler bu taahhiitlerin yerine getirilmesini beklemektedir.

Iklim degisikligi ile miicadele etmek iilkelere ciddi finansal kaynak ihtiyaci dogurmaktadir.
Gortnen o ki, Afrika iilkeleri iklim degisikligi ile kiiresel miicadele konusunda geri
kalmaktadir. Bunun en 6nemli sebebi, bu maliyetleri karsilayabilme noktasindaki finansal
yetersizliktir. Yasam alanlarini ya da okul, yol, hastane, kanalizasyon gibi altyapi
yatirimlarini yapmak ya da mevcutlari gelistirmek icin 6zkaynaklar yetersizdir. Kitadaki
cogunlugu yoksul olan insanlar derme ¢atma evlerde oturmakta, bu da dogal olarak afet
sonrasli 6liim riskini artirmaktadir. Bundan baska saglik tesislerinin ve kadrolarin yetersiz
olmas1 da afet sonrasi hayatta kalma konusunda baska bir risk unsurudur. Afrika kitasi
iilkelerinin finansman ihtiya¢larinin karsilanmasi bu sebeplerden dolay1 ¢ok 6nemlidir.

UNICEF’in 2021 yilinda yayimladigi rapora gore, Afrika’da iklim degisikliginden iklim
felaketine dogru gidilmektedir. Etiyopya, Kenya ve Somali’de kuraklik zirveye ¢ikmistir. Bu
tilkelerde temiz suya ulasamayan insan sayisi 2021'de 9,5 milyondan 16,2 milyona
ylkselmistir. Bu durum salgin hastalik riskini ¢ok ciddi olarak artirmistir. Ayni raporda,
Burkina Faso, Cad, Mali, Nijer ve Nijerya’da da kuraklik yiiziinden son 20 yilda su
kaynaklarinin ylizde 40’dan fazla azaldig1 ve milyonlarca insanin ayni sekilde salgin hastalik
riskine maruz kaldigi belirtilmektedir. Buna karsin, Misir'in Akdeniz kiyisindaki
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Iskenderiye sehri ise iklim degisikligi yiiziinden sular altinda kalma riski tasimaktadir. Yine
iklim degisikligi ytiziinden Misir'da 2021’de yasanan asiri sicaklar, tarimsal iirtinlerin ylizde
50’den fazla diismesine neden olmustur.

1997 yilinda AB Komisyonu, Yesil Belge'yi (Green Paper) yayinlamistir. Avrupa ile AKP
ilkeleri denilen Afrika, Pasifik ve Karayip’de bulunan 78 iilke arasindaki iliskilerde yeni bir
doénemin basladigi bu belgede aciklanmistir. Kiiresellesmenin etkisi altindaki diinyada
yepyeni bir ortamin varligindan bahsedilerek, “emperyalizm ¢aginin ve post-koloniyal
donemin geride kaldigi, artik uluslararasi iliskilerin daha seffaf bir ortamda cereyan ettigi
ve bu ortamin gereklerini yerine getirmenin her tilkenin kendi sorumlulugu altinda oldugu”
ifade edilmistir.

AB, Yesil Belge'yi yayinladiktan sonra yine bu AKP iilkeleri ile imzaladigi Cotonou
Antlasmasinda, bu iilkelerin kalkinmasina destek vaadini tekrarlamis ve onlarla isbirligi
yaparak baris ve giivenligin gerceklesmesine katki yapacaklarim vurgulamistir. “Fakirligi
azaltmak” konusu, Antlasmada one cikarilan 6nemli maddelerden biridir. Basta Afrika
olmak tizere gelismekte olan iilkelerin kalkinmalarini saglamanin en giivenli yolu, bu
iilkelerin diinya ticaretinden aldiklari pay1 artirmaktir. Bunun i¢in de bu iilkelerin diinya
pazarlarina entegre olmalar1 ve Diinya Ticaret Orgiitii'yle uyum icinde calismalar
gerekmektedir. AB’nin AKP iilkeleri ile iliskisi Togo’'nun baskenti Lome’de 1975 yilinda
imzalanan bir dizi anlasma ile baslamaktadir.

AB ile AKP (Afrika-Karayip- Pasifik) iilkeleri arasindaki ticari iliskileri ve ekonomik
yardimlari, demokrasi ve insan haklarinin da giderek giiclenmesi kosuluna bagh olarak 25
y1l boyunca diizenleyen 4 adet Lome Anlasmasi imzalanmistir.

Lome Anlagmalari, AB icin ¢ok faydali olmustur. Gelisen sanayisinin ihtiyact olan
hammaddelerin ¢esitliligini ve teminini saglamak, hatta bu temini kendini ayricalikli bir
yere koydurarak garantilemek AB i¢in biiytlik bir avantajdir. Ayrica ¢ok biiytik bir kismi eski
somiurgesi olan AKP iilkelerindeki eski zamanlardan kalan iliskilere ve sorumluluklara
sahip ¢ikmasi AB’nin baska bir kazancidir.

Bundan baska 21. ytizyilda, 2000-2014 yillar arasinda diizenlenen dort ayri zirve toplantisi
ile AB'nin Afrika tilkeleri iligkileri yiikselen bir seyir izlemistir. Her iki taraftan da devlet ve
hiikiimet baskanlarinin katildigi bu zirve toplantilari sirasiyla; Kahire zirvesi, Lizbon zirvesi,
Tripoli zirvesi ve Briiksel zirvesidir. 54 iiyeli Afrika Birligi ile 27 tiyeli AB arasindaki iliskiler
bu zirveler disinda da gelismeye devam etmistir.

AB yetkilileri son zamanlarda, “benzer diisiinceye sahip ortaklar” ile is birligine 6ncelik
verilecegini siklikla vurgulamaktadir. Avrupa Yesil Mutabakati’'nda, 6zellikle Afrika’da ve
Avrupa’nin komsusu olan tlkelerde iklim konusunda “ortaklik gelistirmeyi destekleme”
arzusu o6zellikle belirtilmektedir. Bu baglamda Afrika’da gelismekte olan tilkeler, en az
gelismis tilkeler, kii¢clik ada devletlerinin gelisiminin desteklenecegi ifade edilmektedir.

Paris iklim Anlasmasi ve Avrupa Yesil Mutabakati cercevesinde ABnin ekonomik
biiylimesini saglamak icin yesil teknoloji yatirimlari hizl bir sekilde artacaktir. Bu baglamda
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temiz enerji minerallerine ihtiya¢ da artacaktir. Avrupa Komisyonu tarafindan Avrupa
sanayisinin 6niimiizdeki donemde ihtiya¢ duyacagi alanlar ( pil, batarya gibi...) gz dniinde
bulundurularak bor, kobalt, lityum ve magnezyum gibi hammaddelerin yer aldig stratejik
oneme sahip 30 hammadde tanimlanmistir. Bu tanimin yapilmasinin sebebi AB'nin bu
hammaddelere artan ihtiyacimin vurgulanmasidir. Ornek olarak; AB’nin giincel miktarlarla
kiyaslandiginda; 2050’de yaklasik 17 kat lityum tedarigine ihtiyac duyacagl ifade
edilmektedir. Bu hammaddelerin hemen hemen tamami da Afrika kitasinda bol bol
bulunmaktadir. Avrupa Kritik Hammaddeler Yasasi ile AB’nin yesil sanayi iretimi icin 6nem
arz eden stratejik hammadde tedariginin giiclendirilmesi, hammaddelerin kismen
atiklardan ve dongiisellik yoluyla elde edilmesinin iyilestirilmesi ve 6zellikle “benzer
diistinen ortaklar” basta olmak iizere kritik hammaddelerin siirdiiriilebilir tedarigini
saglayacak yeni ticaret ve yatirim anlagmalarinin imzalanmasi icin diplomatik yaklasimin
gelistirilmesi Avrupa Komisyonunun o6niimizdeki donemde gdzetecegi dis politika
hedefleri arasinda yer almaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Cevre politikalari, Iklim degisikligi, Avrupa birligi, Afrika.
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General Assessment of Climate Change and Its Impacts in Africa

Saidou KINDA*

Abstract

Climate change refers to a general situation that occurs as a result of long-term changes in
the Earth's atmosphere and oceans. These changes generally manifest themselves with
obvious indicators such as an increase in the average temperature level of the planet,
changes in weather conditions, and an increase in extreme events. Therefore, climate
change and global warming are inseparable issues. Climate change has become more
apparent with the industrial revolution, and its main reason is that greenhouse gases such
as carbon dioxide (CO2), nitrogen oxides (NOx), and methane (CH4) released into the
atmosphere from human activities affect the natural climate system. The effect of these
greenhouse gases keeps some of the heat coming from the sun in the atmosphere, causing
the planet to warm up. This leads to changes in the climate, global warming, and various
effects. Global warming and climate change are one of the most important problems of the
planet today. They are on the main agendas of countries and even international
organizations. When we consider the effects of global warming and climate change and the
problems they will cause it becomes obvious that the topics are worth much research. In
this study, we observed the climate problems and natural disasters that have recently
developed in Africa and made a general assessment of climate change in the region. When
we consider the meteorological data of most countries in Africa, we notice that there have
been major changes in factors such as temperature, rainfall, floods, and drought. The
reasons for the disruption of this natural balance are undoubtedly the effects of climate
change. Regions that could not tolerate 40 degrees Celsius have now started to see 50
degrees. Some regions are flooded. Months that should be cold are hot. It has become very
difficult to distinguish between rainy and dry months. Stopping this environmental
imbalance is possible through combating climate change. The aim of our study is to reveal
the climate change situation in Africa and raise awareness about climate change and global
warming. Because without awareness, it is almost impossible to cope with this global
problem. In addition, we tried to reveal ways to combat climate change. Combating climate
change involves a variety of measures, such as reducing greenhouse gas emissions,
promoting the use of clean energy, increasing energy efficiency, stopping deforestation,
encouraging sustainable agricultural practices, and ensuring social cohesion. International
cooperation and policy making are also important in combating climate change because
climate change is a global problem and requires solutions that transcend borders.

Keywords: Climate change; global warming; climate change in Africa; climate change
effects
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Afrika'da iklim Degisikligi ve Etkilerinin Genel Degerlendirmesi

Ozet

iklim degisikligi Ingilizce terimi ile climate change, Diinya'min atmosferinde ve
okyanuslarinda gergeklesen uzun vadeli degisikliklerin sonucunda ortaya ¢ikan genel bir
durumu ifade etmektedir. Bu degisiklikler, genellikle gezegenin ortalama sicaklik
seviyesindeki artis, hava kosullarindaki degisiklikler ve ekstrem olaylardaki artis gibi
belirgin gostergelerle kendini gostermektedir. Dolayisiyla iklim degisikligi ve kiiresel
1sinma birbirinden ayrilamaz konulardir. iklim degisikligi, sanayi devrimi ile daha belirgin
hal kazanmis olup temel nedeni, insan faaliyetlerinden atmosfere salinan karbon dioksit
(CO2), azot oksitler (NOx) ve metan (CH4) gibi sera gazlar1 etmenlerin, dogal iklim sistemini
etkilemesidir. Bu sera gazlarin etkisi ile giinesten gelen 1sinin bir kismin1 atmosferde
tutarak gezegenin 1sinmasina neden olmaktadir. Bu da iklimdeki degisikliklere, kiiresel
1sinmaya ve cesitli etkilere yol agmaktadir. Kiiresel 1sinma ve iklim degisikligi giiniimiiziin
gezegenin en 6énemli sorunlarindan biri olmaktadir. Ulkelerin hatta uluslararas érgiitlerin
ana giindemlerindedir. Kiiresel 1sinma ve iklim degisikliginin etkileri ve gelecekte 6nlem
alinmazsa yol acacaklar1 sorunlara gz 6niinde bulundurdugumuzda arastirmaya deger
konu olduklar asikdrdir. Bu ¢alismamizda son zamanlarda Afrika’da gelisen iklim
sorunlarini ve dogal afetlerini goézlemleyerek bolgedeki iklim degisikliginin genel
degerlendirmesini yaptik. Afrika’nin ¢ogu iilkenin meteorolojik verilere ele aldigimizda, bu
son zamanlarda sicaklik, yagmur seviyesi, seller, kuraklik gibi etkenlerinde biiyiik
degisiklikler oldugunu fark ettik. Bu dogal dengenin bozulma sebepleri siiphesiz ki iklim
degisikliginin etkileridir. Bolgede kuraklik gittikce biiylimektedir. Yagmurlu bolgeler
yagmur alamamaya baslamistir. 40 santigrat derecesini geremeyen bdlgeler artik 50
dereceyi gormeye baslamistir. Bazi bolgeler seller icinde kalmaktadir. Soguk olmasi gereken
aylar sicak gecmektedir. Artik yagmurlu aylar ve kurak aylar birbirlerinden ayirmak ¢ok zor
olmustur. Bu c¢evresel dengesizliginin durdurulmasi, iklim degisikligi ile miicadeleden
gecmektedir. Calismamizin amaci Afrika’daki iklim degisikligi durumunu ortaya koyarak
iklim degisikligi ve kiiresel 1sinma konusunda farkindalik uyandirmaktir. Zira farkindalik
olmadan bu kiiresel sorunla basa ¢ikmak neredeyse imkansizdir. Bunun yaninda iklim
degisikligi ile ilgili miicadele yollarini ortaya ¢ikarmaya ¢alistik.

Iklim degisikligi ile miicadele, sera gazi emisyonlarim azaltma, temiz enerji kullanimin
tesvik etme, enerji verimliligini artirma, ormansizlasmay1 durdurma, siirdiiriilebilir tarim
uygulamalarini tesvik etme ve toplumsal uyumu saglama gibi cesitli 6nlemleri icermektedir.
Uluslararasi isbirligi ve politika olusturma da iklim degisikligi ile miicadelede 6nemlidir,
clinkil iklim degisikligi kiiresel bir sorundur ve sinirlari asan ¢oziimler gerektirmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: iklim degisikligi; kiiresel 1sinma; Afrika’da iklim degisikligi; iklim
degisikligi etkileri
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The Place of Smart Card Readers in General Elections in Africa: An
Evaluation Study of Nigeria's Experience

Uyi Christopher [YAMU"

Abstract

This study examines the impact of the deployment of the electronic voter accreditation
process on the credibility of the 2015 general elections in Nigeria. The study was considered
worthwhile given the fact that the electoral process in Nigeria has throughout the history of
the country been mired in controversy and crisis arising essentially from a complex set of
issues such as voter impersonation and multiple voting in the election management process.
Three major objectives were identified for the study viz: to determine the reliability and
implications of the electronic voter accreditation system in the 2015 general elections in
Nigeria. To identify the limitations and challenges associated with the introduction of the
electronic voter accreditation system Nigeria’s 2015 electoral process. To investigate the
impact of electronic voter accreditation process on the credibility of the 2015 general
election in Nigeria. The study was anchored on the liberal theory of democracy which places
emphasis on the quality of the electoral process in ensuring that a state is democratic. This
theory was considered appropriate due to its emphasis on the electoral process in the
democratic scheme of things. The study also adopted a mixed method; that is; it is based on
a combination of quantitative and qualitative data. While the quantitative data was gathered
from questionnaires administered across the six geo-political zones of Nigeria, the
qualitative data was gathered from the interviews with key personalities central to the
issues under investigation. Furthermore, triangulation process which involved the
integration of the quantitative and qualitative data was adopted in the analysis in other to
provide a holistic appraisal of the issues. Evidence gathered in the course of the study
resulted in the following findings: That electronic voter accreditation has no statistically
significant impact on election credibility in Nigeria. The study also established that
electronic voter accreditation has limitations and challenges in the electoral process of
Nigeria. On the basis of this it is recommended that INEC should ensure extensive and
through enlightenment on the benefits of the Electronic accreditation process in order to
avoid a reoccurrence of the challenges recorded with the deployment of the technology

Keywords: Elections, Democracy, Electronic Voter Accreditation, Card Reader, Nigeria,
INEC, Election Credibility
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Armed Groups in the Sahel and West Africa: Its Implications for
North Africa and Regional Security

Ihep ACHEK"

Abstraction:

Terrorism and violent extremism have become paramount threats in the Sahel and West
Africa, with much farther-reaching implications for North Africa and regional stability. This
paper identifies the root causes of terrorism in the region, examines the organizational
structures of the major terrorist organizations, and assesses the impact on North Africa and
beyond. Besides that, it evaluates the efficiency of the current counter-terrorism approaches
and suggests ways of improving the inter-regional coordination. The research adopts a
mixed-method approach, and it combines qualitative and quantitative techniques to
examine strategies that are effective in combating terrorism and fostering regional stability.

Sahel and West Africa are becoming more susceptible to terrorism because of the social,
economic, and political factors. The emergence of jihadist groups like Boko Haram, Al-Qaeda
in the Islamic Maghreb and Islamic State in the Greater Sahara has aggravated the security
problems in the region. Poor governance, unsecure borders as well external impact are the
key reason lying behind this growing danger. The purpose of this paper is to analyze the
reasons behind terrorism in the region and its wider effects, especially on North Africa.

According to the studies, the roots of terrorism in the Sahel and the West African region can
be traced back to the historical and socioeconomic issues. The collapse of the state
institutions, high level of poverty and tensions based on ethnicity contribute to the
emergence of radicalization. Moreover, the organizational structures of terrorist
organizations are often flexible and improvised, which provides them with ability to use
local grievances and conflicts.

*Understand the sources and the push factors of terrorism in the Sahel and West Africa.
*Analyze the organizational structures and tactics of major terrorist groups in the region.

*Analyze the effect of terrorism on regional stability, socio-economic development, and
human security.

*Assess the efficacy of national, local, and international counter-terrorism measures.

* Researcher in Political Science, International Relations, and History at the Center for Think Tank
and Policy Studies, E-mail: info@afropolicy.com
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*Identify areas for improved coordination among the stakeholders to tackle the dynamic
nature of terrorist threats.

Conclusions: The study reveals the roots of terrorism which are poverty, unemployment,
and the low access to education. On top of that, bad governance and corruption lead to the
emergence and development of terrorist groups. The research concludes that terrorist
groups have the capability to adapt, thus expanding beyond the Sahel into North Africa and
West Africa.

1- Reinforce governance and reduce corruption to weaken the influence of terrorist
organizations.

2- Encourage socio-economic development to tackle poverty and enhance resistance
to radicalization.

3- Strengthen regional cooperation in fighting the transnational character of terrorism.
4- Carry out counter-terrorism measures at the national and regional levels.
5- Promote international partnerships as a vehicle to support local initiatives.

Conclusion:

Terrorism in the Sahel and West Africa is a great danger to the peace and security of the
region. Overcoming these issues requires an integrated solution that involves
implementation of efficient governance, socio-economic development, and robust security
measures. Coordination of national, regional, and global actors is important not only to fight
against terrorism but also to create stability.
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The Impact of Boko Haram Insurgency on Nigerian Society and
Politics

Nasma Aly ABDELAAL", Rahmat ULLAH™

Abstract

Boko Haram is a militant Islamist group based in Northeastern Nigeria, which roughly
translates to “Western Education is Forbidden,” reflecting their strong opposition to secular
education. The study aims to reveal the impact of Boko Haram activities on Nigerian politics
and society. A qualitative method of data collection, which relies majorly on secondary
sources of data from journals and online sources, was used for this study. The findings of
this study revealed that the activities of Boko Haram have impacted Nigerian politics such
that its persistence has led to citizens’ distrust in political leadership, a negative impact on
voter turnout and election campaigns in affected regions, heightened ethnic and religious
tension, and diversion of resources to settle security concerns caused by the insurgency.
This study also found that the activities of Boko Haram have impacted Nigerian society
through loss of lives and properties such as farmlands, leading to extreme poverty and
hunger in affected regions, displacement of people from their homes, and disruption of
education. In conclusion, the impact of the Boko Haram insurgency on politics and society
is multifaceted and profound. Therefore, this study suggests the need for further research
to address the root cause of the insurgency and counterinsurgency intelligence, which will
provide insights for policymakers, the Nigerian government, humanitarian organizations,
and international communities on tackling the challenges posed by Boko Haram activities.

Keywords: Nigeria, Boko Haram, Impact, Society, Politics
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Different Aspects of the War in Libya: UAV/UCAV Technologies

Giiglii KOSE*
Abstract

In the popular uprisings that started with the Arab Spring in Libya, order could not be
restored after Muammar Gaddafi was lynched. Libya, which has become an international
struggle area, is of critical importance for Turkey both in terms of its regional goals and its
Eastern Mediterranean policies. The civil war has become inextricable due to the many
actors in the war and the different goals of these parties. Haftar’s forces have achieved
significant successes with the UAVs/UCAVs provided by the countries supporting Haftar.
Turkey, on the other hand, has made important decisions and made various moves to
increase its military presence on the field so that Tripoli does not fall. The most striking of
these moves was undoubtedly Turkey’s effective use of UAV/UCAV technologies in Libya.
After Turkey started using these technologies in Libya, very important results were
achieved and the course of the war suddenly changed in favor of the Government of National
Accord. On the other hand, the UAV/UCAV support and military aid provided to Haftar by
the countries supporting Haftar intensified after Turkey’s successes on the field, leading to
Libya becoming a struggle area where UAV/UCAV technologies are used intensively. Thus,
in the civil war in Libya, the most strategic weapons of the opponents have become
UAVs/UCAVs. On one side, there are Bayraktar TB2s belonging to the Libyan Government
of National Accord, and on the other side, there are the Chinese-made Wing Loong 2 and
other UAVs given to the putschist Haftar forces under the sponsorship of the United Arab
Emirates. This study has revealed the UAV capacities of the two sides and the extent of their
impact on the war.

Keywords: Tiirkiye, Libya, Turkish Foreign Policy, North Africa, UAV/UCAV
Libya’da Savasin Farkl Yonleri: iIHA/SIHA Teknolojileri
Ozet

Libya’da Arap Bahart ile baslayan halk ayaklanmalarinda Muammer Kaddafi lin¢ edildikten
sonra diizen bir tiirlii saglanamadi. Uluslararasi miicadele alanina dénen Libya, Tiirkiye i¢in
hem bolgesel hedefleri hem de Dogu Akdeniz politikalari i¢in kritik 6neme sahip. Savasta
pek cok aktoriin olmasi ve bu taraflarin farkli hedeflere sahip olmasi nedeniyle i¢ savas
icinden ¢ikilmaz bir hale geldi. Hafter’i destekleyen iilkelerin vermis olduklar1 IHA/SIHA’lar
ile Hafter giicleri sahada 6nemli basarilar elde etti. Tiirkiye ise Trablus’un diismemesi i¢in
sahada askeri varli§ini arttirmaya yonelik 6nemli kararlar alarak cesitli hamlelerde
bulundu. Bu hamlelerden en dikkat cekeni kuskusuz Tiirkiye’nin IHA/SIHA teknolojilerini

* Ars. Gor., Istanbul Gelisim Universitesi, IiSBF, Siyaset Bilimi ve Uluslararasi iliskiler Béliimi,
E-posta: guclubeyoglu@gmail.com ORCID: 0000-0002-4314-9986
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Libya’da etkin bir sekilde kullanmasi oldu. Tiirkiye, bu teknolojileri Libya’da kullanmaya
basladiktan sonra ¢ok énemli sonuglar alindi ve savasin seyri Ulusal Mutabakat Hiikiimeti
lehine aniden degisti. Ote taraftan Hafter’i destekleyen iilkelerin Hafter'e sagladiklar
IHA/SIHA destegi ile askeri yardimlar Tiirkiye'nin sahadaki basarilarindan sonra
yogunlagarak Libya’nin IHA/SIHA teknolojilerinin yogun olarak kullanildig1 bir miicadele
alanina donmesine yol acti. Bdylece Libya'da yasanan i¢c savasta iki tarafin en stratejik
silahlari, IHA/SIHA’lar oldu. Bir tarafta Libya Ulusal Mutabakat Hiikiimeti'ne ait Bayraktar
TB2'ler, diger tarafta darbeci Hafter glclerinin Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri'nin
sponsorlugunda aldig1 Cin yapimi1 Wing Loong 2 [HA'lar1 var. Bu ¢alismada iki tarafin sahip
oldugu insansiz hava araclari kapasiteleri ve savasa etki boyutlari ortaya konulmustur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Tiirkiye, Libya, Tiirk Dis Politikasi, Kuzey Afrika, I[HA/SIHA

1. Giris

Libya’'da 42 yil iktidarda olan Muammer Kaddafi, Arap Bahari diye adlandirilan ve 2011’de
de Libya'ya sicrayan halk ayaklanmasi ile devrildi. Kaddafi sonrasi Libya’da siyasi
istikrarsizlik tlkede ¢atismalar1 da beraberinde getirdi. 2014’te iilkede yapilan tartismal
secimler, iilkenin batisinda yer alan baskent Trablus ile tilkenin dogusunda bulunan Tobruk
kentinde iki farkli hiikiimet ortaya ¢ikmasina yol acti. BM onciiliigiinde 2015’de imzalanan
anlasmayla Trablus merkezli Ulusal Mutabakat Hiikiimeti (UMH) kuruldu ve mesru hitkmet
olarak tanindi. Ancak dogudaki Tobruk merkezli General Hafter onciiliindeki hiikiimet
baskent Trablus’taki hiikimeti BM anlasmasina ragmen tanimadi.

Sekil 1: Libya haritasinda Trablus ve Tobruk kentlerinin konumu.

TURKIYE

Akdeniz
TUNUS Trablus
Misrata Bingazi _Tobruk
O o) 9 0

oSirte
CEZAYIR
LIBYA MISIR
NIJER CAD
SUDAN
(BBC, 2020)

Bir tarafta Tiirkiye ve Katar tarafindan desteklenen UMH, diger tarafta General Hafter
kuvvetleri ve arkasinda BAE, Suudi Arabistan, Misir, Rusya ve bazi konularda ABD
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bulunmaktadir. 2019 yilinin Nisan ayinda Hafter'e bagh giicler, UMH kontroliindeki
Trablus’a saldir1 baslatti. Bu saldirinin en biiylik destekcisi lilkede Miisliman Kardeslere
benzer yapida cikarlarina ters diisecek bir yapinin kurulmasini istemeyen Birlesik Arap
Emirlikleri’'ydi. Hafter glicleri 6zellikle kendisini destekleyen iilkelerin saglamis oldugu
Insansiz Hava Araglan (IHA) ve Silahli insansiz Hava Araclar1 (SIHA) ile Trablus merkezli
UMH’ye karsi istlinliik saglayarak Trablus’a kadar ilerlediler ve UMH’yi iilkenin batisina dar
bir alana sikistirdilar. BM'nin Libya’daki i¢ savasta taraflara yonelik silah yardimi
ambargosu kararina ragmen Hafter’i destekleyen dis giicler tarafin stratejik 6neme sahip
IHA/SIHA destegi saglandi (Anadolu Ajansi, 2020). Tiirkiye ve Katar'm destekledigi
Libya’'nin mesru hiikiimeti olan UMH’nin zor durumdan c¢ikmasi icin Katar lizerinden
Tiirkiye’nin tiretmis oldugu IHA/SIHA’lar devreye sokuldu ve UMH giicleri 6nemli basarilar
elde ederek durumu tersine ¢evirmeyi basardi. UMH, dnce Trablus kusatmasini kirdi daha
sonra Hafter gii¢lerinin elindeki stratejik 6nemi olan ve Tablus’un giineyinde olan Giryan
kentini aldi. Kentte, Hafter gii¢lerine destek i¢cin Afrika’dan getirilen milislerden 150 tanesi
ve Hafter’e ait cok sayida silah ele gecirildi. Bu silahlar incelendiginde ise kaynaginin biiyiik
cogunun BAE oldugu goriildii. BAE aslinda bu silah tedarikini Hafter’i destekleyen diger dis
giiclerin destegi ile yapmaktadir. UMH tarafindan Hafter’e ait ele gecirilen silahlarin
arasinda ABD yapimi FGM-148 Javelin anti-tank fiizesi de vardi. Fiizelerin 2008'de BAE
tarafindan satin alindigi ortaya cikti. Ancak BAE iizerinden Hafter’e yapilan destek ilk
degildi. 2016’da Libya’da El-Marc ve El Hadim’de askeri iislerin kurulmasina énctiliik etti.
Uslere konuslandirdigl Cin yapimi insansiz hava Wing Loong-2 ve diger IHA/SiHA'larla
Hafter’e cok 6nemli bir destek saglanmis oldu. Bu IHA/SIHA’lar Hafter giicleri tarafindan
sadece UMH giiclerine karsi degil sivil halka kars:1 da bircok kez kullanildi. Trablus’ta sivil
halk bombalandi ve Hafter inkar etse de bu durum bir¢ok kez teknik analizle ispat edildi
(TRT Haber, 2019).

Silah ambargosunun delinerek bir¢cok dis aktor tarafindan Hafter'e yapilan askeri
yardimlarin sahada Libya'nin mesru hiikiimeti aleyhine kritik sonuglar yaratti. BM
tarafindan taninan ve Libya'nin mesru hiikiimeti olan UMH'yi destekleyen Tiirkiye ve Katar,
Hafter’e verilen destege karsilik olarak UMH’ye benzer destegi vermeye karar verdi.
UMH’ye verilen en 6nemli destek kuskusuz IHA/SIHA’lar oldu. Ozellikle UMH aldig1 bu
destekle sahada hizli bir sekilde dengeyi saglayarak cok énemli basarilar elde etti. iki
tarafinda bu teknolojiye sahip olmasi ve sahada etkin bir sekilde kullanmasi Libya’'da
savagin Ozellikle 2019 yilindan sonra IHA/SIHA savaslarina doniistiigii yorumlarin
beraberinde getirdi.

2. Taraflarin Sahip Oldugu IHA/SIHA Teknolojileri

Hafter’in elindeki en 6nemli silah Cin’in gelistirdigi ve tirettigi IHA/SIHA sistemleridir. Wing
Loong-2 diye adlandirlan Cin yapimi IHA sistemlerinin Hafter destekgilerinin
sponsorlugunda BAE tarafindan verildigi bilinmektedir. Bu IHA sistemine Orta Dogu’da
sahip olan iilkeler ise Suudi Arabistan, BAE ve Urdiin’diir. Wing Loong-2 IHA’larinin ana
silahlarinin basinda Blue Arrow-7 fiizesi gelmektedir. Ozellikle yaklasik 50 kg agirhigindaki
bu mithimmat yerde giden hareketli hedeflere karsi, zirhli ara¢ ve otomobillere karsi
kullaniliyor ve ayrica 16 kg agirligindaki TL-2 bombalar1 yer almakta. Hedef takip
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edebilmek icin Wing Loong-2’ler daha al¢ak irtifada u¢mak zorunda kaliyor. Bu yiizden
ozellikle yerden havaya atilan ¢esitli ucak savarlarin hedefi olmaktadir. Hafter’in elinde BAE
tarafindan verilen Rus yapimi Pantsir hava savunma sistemi de yer almaktadir. Hafter bu
hava savunma sistemi ile UMH’nin elinde olan Bayraktar TB-2’lere karsi etkin savunma
amaclamistir. Fakat Hafter’in elindeki Pansir hava savunma sistemi ile italya ve ABD'ye ait
insan hava araglar1 Bayraktar TB-2 sanilarak diisiiriilmiistiir. Bu ylizden Hafter’in elindeki
bu hava savunma sistemleri IHA/SIHA’lar icin daha dogru ve etkin hale getirilmesi icin
cesitli modifiyeler yapilmaktadir.

Libya'da Tiirkiye’de iiretilen IHA/SIHA'lar Hafter giiclerinin envanterinde olan Rusya
tarafindan iiretilen hava savunma sistemlerini vurmus, boylelikle UMH Libya i¢ savasinda
Uistlinliik saglamisti. Rusya tarafindan iiretilen NATO’nun SA-22 Greyhound kodunu verdigi
Pantsir-S1 hava savunma sistemi kisa ve orta menzilli karadan havaya fiize ve ugaksavar
topcu sistemidir. Pantsir-S1, 2K22 Tunguska'nin gelistirilmis versiyonudur. Hem hedefi
belirleme hem de belirlenen hedefi izlemek i¢cin fazl dizi radarlar1 kullanmaktadir.

Rus yapini Pantsir-SM hava savunma sistemleri gecen siirecte IHA/SIHA’lara kars1 adapte
edilerek yeni flizeler eklenmistir. Rusya’nin yar1 resmi olarak faaliyet yiiriiten haber
kurumu Tass, yaptig1 haberde Pansir-SM’nin edindigi tecriibelerle Libya'da tiim insansiz
hava araglarina kars1 etkili bir modifikasyon gecirdigini ve her tiirlii IHA/SIHA'y1
vurabilecek kabiliyette mithimmat tasidigini belirtti (Euronews, 2020).

Ozellikle Tiirkiye, Suriye’nin kuzeyinde gerceklestirmis oldugu Bahar Kalkan1 Harekati’nda
Besar Esad’in elinde olan toplam 11 Pantsir-S1 hava savunma sisteminin 8 tanesini vurmus
ve bu uluslararas1 alanda biiylik yanki uyandirmisti. Suriye’den sonra Libya’da da
Tiirkiye'nin destekledigi ve BM tarafindan taninan UMH’nin BAE'nin Hafter’e vermis oldugu
Pantsir-S1 hava savunma sistemlerini vurmasi ve Vatiyye Hava Ussii'nii ele gecirmesi,
diinya basininda dikkatleri arttirdi (Savunma Sanayi, 2020).

Hafter’in en biiyiik kozu olan Wing Loong-2 ve diger bazi IHA sistemlerine kars1 UMH’nin
elinde Bayraktar TB-2'ler yer almaktadir. Katar tarafindan ya da Katar araciligi ile UMH’ye
verildigi iddia edilen Bayraktar tarafindan iiretilen TB-2’ler UMH’nin son dénemde
basarisinin en biiyiik nedeni olarak gdsterilmektedir. TB-2’ler daha 6nce kendini ispat etmis
ve adindan diinya ¢apinda séz ettirmis bir IHA sistemidir. Libya’da UMH tarafindan sahada
etkin kullanildiktan sonrada diinya basininda basarisi biiyiik yanki uyandirdi. TB-2'nin en
onemli avantaji lizerinde bulunan teknoloji ve diger iHA sistemlerine gore daha diisiik
maliyetidir. TB-2'nin {izerinde yiiksek ¢6zlnirlige sahip bir kamera sistemi
bulunmaktadir. Bu kamera sistemi ile TB-2 cok fazla algalmadan yiiksek irtifalardan
hedefini takip edebilmektedir. {HA’larin en o6nemli unsurlarindan biri de iizerinde
tasidiklart mihimmatlardir. TB-2’ler Tiirk yapimi mithimmatlar tizerinde tasidiklari icin
disa bagimliliklar1 oldukeca diisiik. Tiirkiye tarafindan desteklenen UMH i¢in bu da 6nemli
bir etkendir. TB-2'nin tasidigl mithimmatlarin basinda MAM-L ve MAM-C diye adlandirilan
cok hafif ama cok etkili nokta atis1 yapabilen Roketsan tarafindan tiretilen mithimmatlar
bulunmaktadir. Bayraktan 27 saat gorev yapabilen ve rekor kirabilen bir havada kalma
sliresine sahiptir. Mithimmatlar ile havada kalma siiresi ise 14 saattir ve bu operasyon i¢in
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yeterli bir siiredir. Bu stire icerisinde TB-2’ler ile genis bir bolge taranarak hedef takibi
gerceklestirilebilmektedir. TB-2'lerin Wing Loong-2’lara gore bir diger avantaji ise boyut
olarak daha kii¢iik olmasi ve Libya'da yollarindan bile kalkabilmesidir. Mobil komuta
merkezinin yerinin degistirilebilmesi tespiti ve etkinligi acisindan da ciddi avantaj
sunmaktadir. Ozellikle 6zel kurulan antenler ile uyduya ¢ikmadan herhangi bir bélgede
operasyon yapmasina imkan tanimaktadir (Ozbek, 2021).

Libya’da kullanilan ve UMH’nin elimde olan bir diger SIHA, Tiirkiye tarafindan iiretilen
Kargu-2'dir. Libya’da kullanildiktan sonra diinya basininda o6zellikleri ile biiylik ses
getirmistir. 2021 yili Mart'inda Birlesmis Milletler (BM) tarafindan Kargu-2 hakkinda rapor
yayinlanmistir. Birgok haberde bu rapora atif yapilarak "Katil robotlar aramizda" bashkl
haberler giindemde yer almistir. Kargu-2'nin kullandig1 gelismis yapay zeka o6zellikleri ile
hedeflerini vuran ilk SIHA oldugu yapilan haberlerde aktarilmistir. Bu 6zellikte bir insansiz
hava aracinin ilk defa Libya’daki savasta kullanildigina dikkat cekilmistir. Savunma
Teknolojileri Miithendislik ve Ticaret AS (STM) tarafindan gelistirilen ve iiretilen Kargu-2
kii¢iik boyutlu bir insansiz kamikaze olarak siniflandirilmaktadir. STM bu dronu "Vurucu
[HA" (VIHA) olarak adlandirmistir. BM ise bu silah1 "6liimciil otonom silah sistemi" (LAWS)
olarak tanimlamaktadir. BM karariyla kurulan Libya Uzmanlar1 Paneli, Libya'daki
gelismelere dair 8 Mart'ta Glivenlik Konseyi Baskanligi'na 548 sayfalik bir rapor sunmustur
(Independent, 2021).

BM karariile olusturulan Libya Uzmanlari Paneli, Glivenlik Konseyi Baskanligi icin bir rapor
hazirlamistir. Libya Uzmanlari Paneli raporlarinda 27 Mart 2020'de UMH Basbakani Fayez
Sarrac'in "Baris Firtinasi Operasyonu'nu” baslatmasindan sonra geri ¢ekilmek zorunda
kalan Halife Hafter giiclerine Kargu-2 ile saldirilar yapildigini belirtmistir. Raporda Kargu-
2’'nin otonom silah sistemleri kullanilarak lojistik konvoylara ve geri cekilmekte olan Hafter
gliclerine karsi saldirilar yapildigina yer verildi. Bu 6ldiiriicii otonom silah sistemlerinin
operator ile veri baglantisina ihtiya¢ duymadan saldir1 diizenleyecek sekilde
programlandigl ve bunun gercek bir “atesle, unut ve bul” 6zelligi olduguna deginildi (BBC
News Tiirkce, 2021).

Sonug

Libya’da baslayan savasta, savas ucaklarindan kaynaklanan kayiplarin ve zahmetli insanh
ucuslarin maliyetinden dolay1 IHA/SIHA’larin tercih edilmesi ivmelendi. Libya’da siiren i¢
savasta IHA/SIHA’lar ¢ok &énemli bir stratejik konumda ve 6nemde bulunmaktadir.
IHA/SIHAlar ile taraflarin Libya I¢ Savasi’nda kazandig) hareket kabiliyetleri ile savagin en
etkili ve 6nemli stratejik silah1 IHA/SIHA’lar olmustur. Taraflar bir birlerinin énemli kritik
yerlerini vurmakta ve operasyonlarda bu silahlar1 kullanmaktadir. IHA/SIHAlar ile
beklenmedik saldirilar ve operasyonlarla sahada bir anda dengeleri degistirebilmektedir.
Kimi zaman yardim amagcl getirilen cephanelere kimi zamana ise komuta kademesine
yapilan beklenemedik saldirilar anlamhdir. IHA/SIHA'larin yiiksek irtifa, sessizlik ve radara
goriinmemesi ile bir anda stratejik gelen iyi bir istihbarat ile hedefini basit bir miihimmatla
vurmasi, bolgede taraflar arasinda endise ve korku iiretmistir. Bu korku, sosyal medya
tizerinden iki tarafin bir birine karsi yogun bicimde propaganda olarak kullanmasi olarak
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yansimaktadir. Ote taraftan Insan kaybinin yasganmamasi i¢cin de IHA/SIHA'lar savasta kritik
oneme sahiptir. Libya’da baslayan bir diger énemli gelisme ise IHA/SIHA’lar icin hava
savunma sistemlerinin revizyonudur. Tim bunlar Libya I¢ Savasrmmn IHA/SIHA
teknolojilerinin en aktif kullanildig1 ilk savas olma ézelligi barindirmaktadir. ileride bu
teknolojinin savaslarda nasil bir rol oynayacaginin da isaretlerini vermistir.
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African Image, Perception, and View

Abdoul-Azize DABRE*
Abstract

Africa is a continent rich in cultural, historical and geographical diversity, but images and
perceptions of Africa in the media and public discourse are often reductive and
stereotypical. Western media often tends to focus on negative aspects such as conflict,
poverty, and disease. These partial representations create a homogenous and miserable
image of Africa, obscuring the diversity and successes of African societies.

These perceptions strongly influence how the rest of the world understands this vast
continent. The image conveyed by the Western media strongly influences global public
opinion and can affect international policies, foreign investment, and tourism. The
perceptions biased by prejudice also influence foreign policies and humanitarian
interventions. Countries and international organizations tend to adopt paternalistic or
condescending approaches, underestimating the capacity of Africans to solve their own
problems. This leads to ineffective or counterproductive policies, based on prejudice rather
than a nuanced understanding of local realities.

The topic of the image and perception of Africa explores how the image attributed to the
African continent influences and shapes perceptions and attitudes toward it. This topic is
particularly important because this image plays a crucial role in the formation of public
opinions and stereotypes. It is crucial to promote media literacy that helps to deconstruct
stereotypes and encourage a more balanced and informed perception of Africa.

Keywords: Africa, Image, African societies, stereotype.
Image de L’afrique, Perception de L’afrique
Abstract

L'Afrique est un continent riche en diversité culturelle, historique et géographique, mais les
images et perceptions de 1'Afrique dans les médias et les discours publics sont souvent
réductrices et stéréotypées.

Les médias occidentaux ont souvent tendance a focaliser sur des aspects négatifs tels que
les conflits, la pauvreté, et les maladies. Ces représentations partielles créent une image
homogene et misérabiliste de I'Afrique, occultant la diversité et les réussites des sociétés
africaines.

* PhD Researcher, Marmara University, Istanbul, E-mail: dabreaziz@gmail.com
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Ces perceptions influencent fortement la maniére dont le reste du monde voit et comprend
ce vaste continent. Les images véhiculées par les médias influencent fortement I'opinion
publique mondiale et peuvent affecter les politiques internationales, les investissements
étrangers et le tourisme. Les perceptions biaisées par des préjugées influencent également
les politiques étrangeres et les interventions humanitaires. Les pays et les organisations
internationales tendent a adopter des approches paternalistes ou condescendantes, sous-
estimant la capacité des Africains a résoudre leurs propres problemes. Cela meéne a des
politiques inefficaces ou contre-productives, basées sur des préjugés plutot que sur une
compréhension nuancée des réalités locales.

Le sujet sur I'image et la perception de l'Afrique explore la manieére dont I'image qu’on
attribue au continent Africain influencent et faconnent les perceptions et les attitudes
envers celui-ci. Ce sujet revét une importance particuliére car cette image joue un role
crucial dans la formation des opinions publiques et des stéréotypes. Il est crucial de
promouvoir une éducation médiatique qui aide a déconstruire les stéréotypes et a
encourager une perception plus équilibrée et informée de 1'Afrique.

Mots Clés: Afrique, Image, sociétés africaines, stéréotype.
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Iran’s Strategy of Creating Tropical Belt in Africa: The Cases of
Senegal and Nigeria

Keisuke WAKIZAKA®
Abstract

While only Western European states such as France and Great Britain were actors in Africa
until the 1960s, states such as the Soviet Union and China also started to be involved in the
African political life later. Especially after the 21st century, new powers such as Turkey,
India, Iran and Saudi Arabia oriented to increase their influence in the continent and the
region became more complex. When we see researches over the international politics in
Africa, although comparatively rich resources exist about the policies of the Western states,
Russia, China and Japan towards Africa, less researches exist about those of Turkey, Saudi
Arabia, Iran and so on. Especially because Iran is a closed state against abroad, information
about Iran’s activities in Africa is very limited and few things are known about Iran’s impact
in the region. This work aims to fulfill the lack of information about the topic and to answer
about Iran’s public diplomacy in Africa and its reasons, referring to its activities in Senegal
and Nigeria. Because it is very difficult to reach primary resources on the topic, this work
mainly benefitted mainly from information provided by internet news agencies as well as
secondary resources. Collected data were used as empirical resources and for analysis.

The intension of reaching rich potential of energy resources in Africa and increasing
influence over the continent exists behind Iran’s strategy towards Africa based on Shiism.
In line with their own realistic-pragmatic interests, Iran uses idealistic discourses and
ideologies such as Islamism and anti-colonialism in order to strengthen its influence over
Africa. In this context, Iran’s strategy towards Africa is managed mainly by means of
implementing soft power through ideological discourse in which cultural and religious
elements come to the fore. Especially in Senegal and Nigeria, Iran is continuing intense
efforts to spread Shiism and these states became central bases for Iran’s policy towards Sub-
Saharan Africa. Although Iran actively uses soft power in both of these two states, it
sometimes uses also hard power as well as soft one at the same time. While [ran implements
the policy of converting people’s belief into Shiism mainly on the basis of soft power in
Senegal, it uses also hard power as well as soft power in Nigeria. Iran benefits from Shiite
organization similar to Hizbullah for its interests and created social-political chaos in the
state.

Keywords: Iran, Africa, Strategy of Creating Tropical Belt, Cultural Policy, Shiite
Expansionism.
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iran’in Afrika’da Tropik Kusak Yaratma Stratejisi: Senegal ve Nijerya Ornekleri
Ozet

1960’ yillara kadar Afrika kitasinda sadece Fransa ve Ingiltere gibi Bati1 Avrupa iilkeleri
aktor olarak yer alirken daha sonra ise SSCB ve Cin gibi iilkeler de Afrika’daki siyasal hayata
miidahil olmaya baslamistir. Ozellikle 21. yiizyi1ldan sonra Tiirkiye, Hindistan, iran ve Suudi
Arabistan gibi yeni giicler bolgede kendi niifuzunu artirmaya ydnelmis ve bolge daha karisik
hale gelmistir. Afrika tizerindeki uluslararasi siyaset hakkindaki arastirmalara bakildiginda
Bat1 iilkeler, Rusya, Japonya ve Cin’'in Afrika politikalar1 konusunda nispeten zengin
kaynaklar mevcutken Tiirkiye, Suudi Arabistan ve Iran’inki hakkinda ise daha az sayida
arastirmalar bulunmaktadir. Ozellikle iran disariya kars: kapal iilke oldugundan dolay
onun Afrika’daki faaliyetleri ile ilgili bilgi oldukca kisithdir ve bélgedeki Iran’in varlig:
hakkinda cok az bilinmektedir. Bu calismada o konuyla ilgili bilgi eksikligini doldurmaya
calisilacak ve iran’in Nijerya ve Senegal’deki faaliyetlerinden bahsederek iran’in Afrika’daki
kamu diplomasi ve onun sebepleri hakkinda cevap vermeyi hedeflemektedir. Bu konuyla
ilgili arastirmalarda birincil kaynaklara ulasmak son derece zor oldugundan dolay1 agirlikli
olarak ikincil kaynaklarin yani sira internet haber ajanslarinin yayinladigi bilgilerden
faydalanilmistir. Toplanan veriler hem ampirik kaynak icin hem de analiz icin kullanilmistir.

Iran’in mezhep temelli Afrika stratejisinin arka planinda kitanin enerji potansiyeline ulasma
ve kitada kendi niifuzunu artirma amaci yer almaktadir. Kendi realist-pragmatik ¢ikarlari
dogrultusunda Iran Afrika’ya sizip bolgede kendi niifuzunu pekistirmek i¢in islamcilik ve
somirgecilik karsithg gibi idealist soylemleri ve ideolojileri kullanmaktadir. Bu baglamda
Iran’in Afrika stratejisi, kiiltiirel ve dini unsurlarin éne ¢ktig1 ideolojik bir séylem
araciligiyla daha ¢ok yumusak giic unsurlarinin uygulanmasi yoluyla ytriitiilmektedir.
Ozellikle Senegal ve Nijerya’da Iran Siilik ideolojisini yaymak i¢in yogun g¢aligmalar
siirdiirmekte ve bu iilkeler Iran’in Sahraalti Afrika politikasi icin merkezi iisleri haline
gelmistir. Iran, her iki lilkede de yumusak gii¢ unsurlarina etkin bir sekilde basvurmasina
ragmen zaman zaman yumusak giice sert gii¢ kullaniminin da eslik ettigi goriilmektedir.
Senegal’de yumusak gii¢c temelli bir Siilestirme politikas1 ytriitiilirken Nijerya'da ise
yumusak giiciin yani sira sert gii¢c de kullanilmakta ve tilkedeki Hizbullah tarzli 6rgiit hem
Iran’in ¢ikarlarina ¢alismakta hem de tilkede karisik ortami yaratmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: iran, Afrika, Tropik Kusak Yaratma Stratejisi, Kiiltiir Politikasi, Sii
Yaymaciligi.
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The Armenian Vizier of the Fatimids, Efdal B. Bedrii’l-Cemali

Nuray FIRAT"
Abstract

Throughout history, North Africa has always held strategic importance. However, Yavuz
Sultan Selim's conquest of the Mamluks and subsequent capture of North Africa led to a
decline in the Mediterranean trade's significance. This situation resulted in a loss of vitality
in Europe's trade routes with the East. In response, Europe embarked on a quest for new
trade routes during the Age of Exploration. The saying "necessity is the mother of invention”
summarizes Europe's approach during this period. The discovery of the New World further
diminished the strategic importance of the Mediterranean for Europe. However, with the
Industrial Revolution and the search for raw materials and energy sources, particularly the
discovery of oil in Iran and the Middle East, interest in the Mediterranean was reignited. As
a result of these developments, the Mediterranean regained its strategic importance in
modern times. This study will employ a retrospective approach to explore the medieval
period when Europe, the heart of Africa and Asia's Mediterranean-centered development,
witnessed conflicts among the Fatimids, Crusaders, and Seljuks. In this context, the political
evolution of North Africa centered around Egypt will be examined, with particular emphasis
on the strategic maneuvers and political position of the Armenian-origin vizier Efdal B.
Bedrii'l-Cemali as mentioned in historical sources.

Keywords: North Africa, Fatimids, Armenian-origin vizier Efdal B. Bedrii'l-Cemali, Medieval
period, strategic importance.

Fatimiler'in Ermeni Asill1 Veziri Efdal B. Bedrii'l-Cemali
Ozet

Kuzey Afrika tarihi boyunca her dénem stratejik 6nem tasimistir. Ancak Yavuz Sultan
Selim’in Memliikler’e son verip Kuzey Afrika’yi fethetmesi, Akdeniz ticaretinin eski 6nemini
kaybetmesine yol agmistir. Bu durum, Avrupa’nin Dogu ile olan ticaret yollarinin canlhiligini
kaybetmesine neden olmustur. Avrupa, bu degisimle birlikte ¢oziimii Cografi Kesifler
déneminde yeni ticaret yollar1 arayisinda bulmustur. "Ihtiyaclar kesiflerin anasidir” sézii,
Avrupa’nin bu siirecini 6zetler. Yeni Diinya'nin kesfi, Avrupa’nin Akdeniz'in stratejik
onemini kaybetmesinde daha da etkili olmustur. Ancak Sanayi Devrimi ile birlikte ham
madde ve enerji kaynag arayislar, ozellikle petroliin iran ve Orta Dogu'da bulunmasi,
Akdeniz’e olan ilgiyi yeniden artirmistir. Bu gelismeler sonucunda Akdeniz, giiniimiizde de
stratejik onemini tekrar kazanmistir. Bu ¢alismada Orta Cag'da Avrupa'nin, Afrika ve

* Istanbul Gelisim Universitesi, Siirekli Egitim Uygulama ve Arastirma Merkezi'nde Egitim Planlama
ve Organizasyonu, Belgelendirme Siiregleri, Kalite Yonetimi, E-posta: nfirat@gelisim.edu.tr
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Asya'nin kalbi olan Akdeniz'in Misir merkezli gelisim gosterdigi doneme retrospestik bir
yaklasimla Fatimiler, Haclilar ve Selguklular arasindaki miicadeleye deginilecektir. Bu
baglamda, Misir merkezli Kuzey Afrika'nin siyasi evrimi incelenirken, tarihi kaynaklarda adi
gecen Ermeni asilli vezir Efdal B. Bedrii'l Cemali'nin stratejik hamleleri ve siyasi konumu
tizerinde ele alinmaya c¢alisilacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kuzey Afrika, Fatimiler, Ermeni asilli vezir Efdal B. Bedrii'l Cemali'nin,
Orta Cag, stratejik 6nem
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Turkiye-Africa Relations in Light of Global and Regional
Developments

Sibel ZENGIN*
Abstract

This study examines Turkey’s current policies towards the African continent, which has
taken its place as a rising power in Africa, within the context of global and regional
developments, within a geopolitical framework. The African countries, which currently
consist of 54 countries have fertile lands and natural resources such as oil, uranium,
diamonds, and gold, but have been governed by failed regimes supported by global actors
for decades, even though they gained their independence in the 20th century. This situation
coincides with the assumption that the old exploitation order caused by the political and
economic dependency relationship continues with postcolonial practices. Today, the African
continent has become a scene of struggle between Western states, primarily the two former
colonial powers, England and France, and over time, international powers such as Russia,
the USA, and China. While the African peoples are struggling with energy and food crises
after the Russia-Ukraine war, Russia is increasing its influence in the changing geopolitics of
the region. On the other hand, France, which has lost power in the continent, is trying to
eliminate Russia’s influence. In Africa, which is heavily affected by such international
developments, problems such as coups, ethnic tensions, instability, political-economic
internal conflicts, poverty, corruption, smuggling, and geopolitical tragedies have become
chronic. Especially since 2020, the Sahel and Sub-Saharan Africa such as Mali, Sudan, Guinea,
Burkina Faso, Chad, Guinea-Bissau, Niger, and Gabon witnessed successive military coups in
2023 aimed at ending neocolonial domination policies as a reaction to the West.

Despite all these developments, Turkey-Africa relations have been on a positive course for a
long time. As a rising actor in the regional equation, Turkey is rapidly filling the power gap
in the continent as a country where its soft power comes to the forefront, acting based on
balancing, goodwill, and cooperation. While the African people have not yet healed the
wounds that have opened since the colonial period, in a process where regional balances are
changing and global geopolitical dynamics are being shaken, it is extending a sincere
friendly hand to Africa and creating a good alternative. Turkey's efforts for the Black Sea
Grain Corridor Agreement to contribute to the continent's food security are an example of
this. Of course, the African continent is a region that Turkey should not ignore due to its
geographical location and geostrategic importance. Although it does not have a direct
border, the security of the African continent is critically important in terms of Turkey's
international security policies. For example; In the geopolitical tensions experienced in the
Eastern Mediterranean regarding energy sharing, bilateral relations with North African
countries such as Libya and Egypt are of critical importance. In this context; With the

*Dr. Ogr. Uyesi. Iktisadi Idari ve Sosyal Bilimler Fakiiltesi, Siyaset Bilimi ve Uluslararasi iliskiler
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“African Opening” and action plans that have been ongoing since the early 2000s, historical
and socio-cultural ties are being revived more strongly and commercial, economic, military,
and diplomatic relations are being strengthened. Indeed, the rapid increase in the number
of diplomatic missions opened in Africa clearly shows the gains aimed at strengthening the
construction of a common identity. In light of all this, this study will broadly address the role
and policies that Turkey wants to undertake with its soft power in the African continent,
which is undergoing geopolitical transformation.

Keywords: Tirkiye, Africa, Global development, Politics.

Kiiresel ve Bolgesel Gelismeler Isiginda Tiirkiye-Afrika iliskileri

Ozet

Bu calisma, Afrika’da yiikselen bir gii¢ olarak yerini almis olan Tiirkiye’nin, kiiresel ve
bolgesel gelismeler baglaminda kitaya yonelik gilincel politikalarini jeopolitik cercevede
irdelemektedir. Sayis1 bugiin 54’ii bulan; verimli topraklara, petrol, uranyum, elmas, altin
gibi kritik yer alti ve yer iistli dogal kaynaklara sahip olan Afrika tilkeleri, 20. yiizyilda
bagimsizliklarini kazanmis olsalar da on yillardir kiiresel aktorlerce desteklenen basarisiz
rejimler tarafindan yonetilmektedirler. Bu durum, siyasi ve ekonomik a¢idan bagimlilik
iliskisinin sebep oldugu eski sémiirii diizeninin postkolonyal pratiklerle devam ettigi
varsayimiyla ortiismektedir. Glinlimizde Afrika kitasi, basta eski iki kolonyal gii¢ olan
Ingiltere ve Fransa olmak iizere Batih devletlerin ve zaman icinde Rusya, ABD, Cin gibi
uluslararas giiclerin bir miicadele sahnesine déniismiistiir. Oyle ki, Rusya-Ukrayna savasi
sonrasi Afrika halklar1 enerji ve gida krizleriyle bogusurken, Rusya bdlgenin degisen
jeopolitiginde etkinligini artirmakta, kitada gii¢ kaybeden Fransa ise Rusya'nin etkisini
bertaraf etmeye calismaktadir. Bu gibi uluslararasi gelismelerden oldukca etkilenen
Afrika’da darbeler, etnik gerilimler, istikrarsizlik, siyasi-ekonomik i¢ catismalar, yoksulluk,
yolsuzluk, kacakeilik gibi sorunlar ve jeopolitik trajediler kronik hale gelmistir. Ozellikle
2020 yilindan bu yana Mali, Sudan, Gine, Burkina Faso, Cad, Gine-Bissau, Nijer, Gabon gibi
Sahel ve Sahra-alt1 Afrika cografyasinda yasanan gelismeler ve 2023’te pes pese gerceklesen
darbeler Batiya bir tepki olarak neokolonyal tahakkiim politikalarin1 bitirmeye yonelik
olarak bolgesel ve kiiresel fay hatlarini sarsmistir.

Tim bu gelismelere ragmen Turkiye-Afrika iliskilerinde ise uzun zamandir olumlu bir seyir
stirmektedir. Tiirkiye, bolge denkleminde yiikselen bir aktor olarak, yumusak giiciiniin 6n
plana ¢iktig1, dengeleyici, iyi niyet ve is birligi temelinde hareket eden bir iilke olarak
kitadaki gii¢ boslugunu hizla doldurmaktadir. Afrika halklar1 sémiirgecilik donemlerinden
itibaren a¢ilmis yaralar1 heniiz saramadan, kitada bolgesel dengelerin degistigi ve kiiresel
jeopolitik dinamiklerin sarsildig1 bir siirecte Afrika’ya samimi dost elini uzatmakta, iyi bir
alternatif olusturmaktadir. Tirkiye'nin kitanin gida giivenligine katki saglamak icin
Karadeniz Tahil Koridoru Anlasmasi i¢in gosterdigi gayret buna érnektir. Elbette ki, Afrika
kitas1 cografi konumu ve jeostratejik énemi ac¢isindan da Tirkiye’'nin géz ardi etmemesi
gereken bir bolgedir. Dogrudan sinir1 olmasa da Afrika kitasinin giivenligi, Tiirkiye'nin
uluslararasi giivenlik politikalar1 acisindan kritik neme sahiptir. Ornegin; Dogu Akdeniz’de
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enerji paylasimi konusunda yasanan jeopolitik gerilimlerde, Libya ve Misir gibi Kuzey Afrika
tilkeleri ile ikili iliskiler kritik dneme sahiptir. Bu minvalde; 2000’1i yillarin basindan itibaren
stirdiiriilen “Afrika Acilim1” ve eylem planlari ile tarihsel ve sosyo-kiiltiirel baglar daha giiclii
bir sekilde canlandirilmakta ve ticari, ekonomik, askeri ve diplomatik iliskiler
giiclendirilmektedir. Nitekim Afrika’da acilan diplomatik temsilciliklerin sayisinin hizla
artmasi ortak kimlik insasini giiclendirmeye yonelik kazanimlar1 agikca gostermektedir.
Tim bunlar 1s181inda bu ¢alismada, Tirkiye'nin jeopolitik doniistim gec¢irmekte olan Afrika
kitasina yonelik, yumusak giicii ile iistlenmek istedigi rol ve politikalar1 genis sekilde ele
alinacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Tirkiye, Africa, Global development, Politics.
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Turkey's Image and Perception in Africa: Evaluating Turkish-
African Relations and Exploring Future Prospects for Cooperation
in A Changing Global Landscape

Mubarak ABUBAKAR*

Abstract

This research paper examines the evolving dynamics of Turkish-African relations within the
context of the African continent's future in the global world. Specifically, it focuses on
Turkey's policies towards Africa and the perception of Turkey in the African context. The
study aims to shed light on major challenges facing the continent and propose practical
solutions that leverage Turkey's openness to Africa, fostering a mutually beneficial
partnership.

The colonial experience in Africa has left the continent grappling with significant difficulties.
In response, the Organization of African Unity, now known as the African Union, was
established in 1963 to enhance unity, solidarity, and cooperation among African countries.
Africa's abundant natural resources, rapidly growing population, and open markets
contribute to its increasing importance in the international arena, necessitating the role of
middle powers like Turkey.

Turkey's engagement with Africa gained momentum with the publication of the African
Policy Document in 1998. Subsequently, Turkey was admitted as an observer member of
the African Union, and the Turkish Embassy in Addis Ababa was accredited to the African
Union and other regional organizations. Notably, the first Turkish-African summit in 2008
marked a significant milestone in deepening bilateral relations.

This research paper identifies major challenges faced by the African continent, including
economic difficulties, inadequate infrastructure, political instability, security concerns, and
gaps in healthcare and education. To address these challenges, it suggests leveraging
Turkey's openness to Africa as an opportunity for both parties. Turkey's policies can serve
as a catalyst for Africa to seek new partners and realize mutual interests.

Guideline solutions are proposed to harness Turkey's engagement with Africa effectively.
These solutions encompass enhancing trade and investment partnerships, addressing
infrastructure deficits through joint projects, promoting capacity building and knowledge
transfer, and fostering cooperation in healthcare and education sectors. By leveraging

* PhD Student, Istanbul Gelisim University, Department of Economics and Finance PhD (program)
E-mail: mubarak.abubakar@ogr.gelisim.edu.tr
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Turkey's resources, expertise, and strategic location, Africa can benefit from its partnership
while diversifying its engagement with other international actors.

However, the research also evaluates the efforts made by both Turkey and African countries
within the context of rivalry between superpowers and middle powers on the continent. It
examines the delicate balance between competing interests and partnerships, emphasizing
the need to safeguard African autonomy and agency in engagements with external powers.

The research also delves into the topic of "Turkey's image and perception in Africa." It
explores how Turkey is perceived by African countries and how this perception influences
bilateral relations. Factors such as cultural exchanges, diplomatic initiatives, development
assistance, and economic cooperation contribute to shaping Turkey's image in Africa.

In conclusion, this research paper presents a comprehensive analysis of Turkish-African
relations, focusing on Turkey's policies, Africa's challenges, and the potential for mutually
beneficial cooperation. It emphasizes the importance of leveraging Turkey's openness to
Africa while evaluating the efforts made by both sides in light of the rivalry between super
and middle powers on the continent. Understanding Turkey's image and perception in
Africa is crucial for fostering a sustainable and inclusive partnership.

Keywords: Turkish-African relations, perception, challenges, cooperation, capacity
building.
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The Nature of Power Politics in Africa

Olumide Akinwale AYEGBO*

Abstract

Power politics means the pursuit and exercise of power by countries or actors in
international politics. It often involves strategies aimed at maximizing one’s own power and
influence while minimizing that of others, sometimes through coercion, manipulation, or
negotiation. In the context of African countries, power politics can manifest in various forms,
including military interventions, diplomatic maneuvers, economic coercion, and regional
power struggles. Africa, as a continent, has been a playground for power politics that often
prioritize personal gain over national development and stability. This has resulted in
oppressive regimes, ethnic tensions, and a lack of democracy, hindering the progress and
prosperity of African nations. The aim of this work is to explore the nature and issues of
competition between African Countries in the regional and global arena. This work has
explored the nature of competition based on some case studies including the competition
between Nigeria and South Africa, Ethiopia and Egypt. The findings of this work shows that
the rivalry between Ethiopia and Egypt over the waters of the Nile River is a cause for power
politics. It is also found that the relationship between Nigeria and South Africa exemplifies
the complex interplay of economic, diplomatic, and military factors in power politics in
Africa. While they share some common interests and objectives, they also compete for
influence and resources, shaping the dynamics of regional politics and international
relations on the continent.

Keywords: Africa, Power Politics, Competition, Resource, Hegemony
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A Critical Evaluation of the Tunisian Post-Revolution Constitution

Mahmoud SETHOM*

Abstract

This paper thoroughly examines the Tunisian Constitution of 2014, which was developed
following the country's successful revolution in 2011. This post-revolution constitution
resulted from a consensus from different political parties under internal and external
political and economic pressure. Despite the circumstances of drafting this constitution, it
was the cornerstone of a new era in Tunisia’s political landscape, an era of democracy.
However, the period from 2014-2019 exposed some weaknesses in the constitution and
sparked debates about its effectiveness. After the presidential elections in 2019, the actions
of inexperienced politicians and the violation of the constitution many times by the
president contributed to a critical situation that ended with a coup on July 25th, 2021. In
conclusion, this article argues that blaming the Constitution alone is unfair as political actors
and the broader political environment are determinant factors in the effectiveness and
efficacy of any Constitution. Overall, this work tries to clarify the constitutional path in
Tunisia between 2011-2021 and gives some directives for the future of democracy in
Tunisia.

Keywords: Tunisia, Politics, Revolution, Constitution, Democracy, Evaluation
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The Political Crisis in Burkina Faso: Causes, Consequences, and
Pathways to Stability

Eman Abdullah Mohammed AL-HADHERI*

Abstract

This research provides a detailed analysis of the political crisis in Burkina Faso, examining
its root causes, consequences, and potential strategies for stability. The crisis, triggered by
President Blaise Compaoré's attempt to extend his 27-year rule in 2014, has had significant
socio-economic and political implications for the country and the broader Sahel region. The
study explores the role of factors such as socio-economic grievances, governance challenges,
and regional security threats in driving the crisis. Additionally, it highlights the
humanitarian impact of the crisis, including widespread displacement and economic
disruptions. The paper concludes by proposing recommendations for addressing the crisis,
emphasizing the importance of inclusive governance, economic reforms, and regional
cooperation to address security challenges.

Keywords: Burkina Faso, Political Crisis, Stability, Challenges, Governance
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